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INTRODUCTION. 



Were not every cliapter of the history of the human mind 
too precious an inheritance to be willingly relinquished, — 
for appalling as its contents may be, the value of the 
materials it may furnish may be inestimable, — we might 
otherwise bo tempted to wish that the miserable record in 
which the excesses occasioned by the witch mania are nar- 
rated, could be struck out of its pages, and for ever cancelled. 
Most assuredly, he, who is content to take the fine exag- 
geration of the author of Hi/drio/aphia as a serious and literal 
truth, and who believes with him that " man is a glorious 
animal," nmst not go to the chapter which contains that 
record for his evidences and proofs. If he should be in 
search of materials for humiliation and abasement, he will 
find in the history of witchcraft in this country, from the 
beginning to the end of the seventeenth century, large and 
abundant materials, whether it affects the species or the 
individual. In truth, human nature is never seen in worse 
colours than in that dark and dismal review. Cliildhood, 
without any of its engaging properties, appears prematurely 
artful, wicked and cruel' ; woman, the victim of a wTetched 



' Take, as an instance, the chiliiren of Mr. Throgmortoii, of Warbois, 
for bewitching whom, Mother Samuels, her husband, and daughter, suffered 
in 1593. No Tetcran professors "in the art of ingeniouBly tormenting" could 
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and debasing bigotry, has yet so little of the feminine 
adjuncts, that the fountains of our sympathies are almost 
closed ; and man, tyrannizing over the sex he was bound to 
protect, in its helpless destitution and enfeebled decline, 
seems lost in prejudice and superstition and only strong 
in oppression. If we tiu-n from the common herd to the 
luminaries of the age. to those whose works are the land- 
marks of literature and science, the reference is equally 
disappointing ; — 

" The sun itself is dark 
And silent aa the moon 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave." 



have mini iniste red tlie question with more conaummatc still than these 
little incarnate fiends, till the poor old woman was actually induced, from 
their conRdent ttfutcvcrntions and plausible counterfeiting, to believe at last 
that she hod been n witch all her life without knowing it. She made a 
confession, follomug the story which they had prompted, on their assur- 
ances that it was the only means to restore them, and then was hanged 






that ( 



which she adhered on the scaffold. Few tracts 



present a more vivid picture of manners limn that in which the account of 
this case of witchcraft is contained. It is perhaps the rarest of the English 
tracts relating t« witchcraft, and is entitled " The most strange and admirable 
Discoverie of the three Witches of Warboys, arraigned, convicted, and 
executed at the last Assizes at Huntingdon, for the bewitching of the five 
daughters of Robert Throckmorton, Esquire, and divers other persons with 
Bundric Devilish and grievous torments. And also for the bewitching to 
Death of the Lady Crumwell, the like hath not been heard of in this age. 
London, Printed hy the Widdowe Orwin for Thomoa Man and John Win- 






1393, 4to. My copy 
Catalogue. 



be sold in Paternoster Howe at the Signe of the Talbot." 
Brand's, and formed Lot 8224 in his Sale 
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We find the illustrious author of the Novum O^^non sacri- 
ficing to courtly suppleness his philosophic truth, and gravely 
prescribing the ingredients for a witches' ointment;^ — Raleigh, 
adopting miserable fallacies at second hand, witliout sub- 
jecting them to the crucible of his acute and vigorous 
understanding f — Selden, maintaining that crimes of the 
imagination may be punished with death f — The detector of 
Vulgar Errors, and the most hmnane of physicians,' giving 
the casting weight to the vacillating bigotry of Sir Matthew 
Hale f — Hobbes, ever sceptical, penetrating and sagacious, 

' Lord Bocon tliinka (see hia Syltia Sfflvarum) that soporiferous mcdicincB 
" are likeliest" for tliis purpose, sucli as henbane, hemlock, mandrake, moon- 
sbade, tohacco, opium, saffron, poplar leaves, &c. 

' Sco his Hitlori/ of the World. 

' See hia Table Talk, section " WUehe*.' 

* Sir Thomas Browne's evideace at the trial of Amy Dimy and Rose 
Cullender at Bury St. Edmunds in 1664, is too well known to need an 
extract from the frequently reprinted report of the cose. To adopt the 
words of an able writer, {Retro*. Eefieie, vol. v. p. 118,) "this trial is the 
only place in which we ever meet with the naiae of Sir Thomas Browne 
without plcaeurablo associations." 

' Those who wish to hove presented to them a faithful likeness of Sir 
Matthew Hale must not consult Burnet or Baxter, for that great judge, like 
Sir Epicure Mammon, sought " for hia meet flatterers the gravest of divines," 
but will not fail to find it in the pages of Roger North, who has depicted 
his character with a strength and accuracy of outline which no Vandyck or 
Leiy of biography ever surpassed. Would that we could exchange some of 
those "faultless monsters" with which that fascinating department of literature 
too much ahounds;, for a few more eucli instantly recognised specimens of 
true but erring and unequal huniBoity, which are an rare as they are 
precious. In the unabridged life of Lord Guildford by Soger North, 
which, with hi« own most interesting and yet unpublished autobiography. 
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yet here paralyzed, and shrinking from the subject as if 
afraid to touch it ;' — The adventurous explorer, who sounded 
the depths and channels of the "Intellectual System" along 
all the " wide watered " shores of antiquity, running after 
witches to hear them recite the Common Prayer and the 
Creed, as a rational test of guilt or innocence;'' — The gentle 
spirit of Dr. Henry More, girding on the armour of persecu- 
tion, and rousing itself from a Platonic reverie on the Divine 
Life, to assume the hood and cloak of a familiar of the 
Inquisition;^ — and the patient and enquiring Boyle, putting 

are in my possession in his ftutngrapL, are found some additional touchea 
whicli contirm the geneinl accuracy of the portrait he has sketched of 
Hale in the work which ha* heen printed. (Vide Nortli's Life of Lord 
Guildford, hy Roscoc, vol. i. p. 119.) 

' See his Dialogue on the Common Law* of Eni/land. 

' Dr. Cudw-orth was the friend whom More refers to witliout naming, 
Co/lectiom nfRdatiom, p, 336, edit 1726, 8vo. 

' There is no name in this cataJoguo that cxi 
regret than that of Dr. Henry More. So exalted ' 
serene and admirable liis temper, so fall of harmony his 
constitution, that, irradiated at once hy all the lights of religion and philo- 
sophy, and with clearer glimpees of the land of vision and the glories 
behind the leil than perhaps uninspired mortality ever partook of hefore, 
he seems to have reached a« near to the full standard of perfection as it is 
possible for fmil and feeble humanity to attain. Dr. Outram said that he 
looked upon Dr. More oa tlie holiest person upon the face of the earth ; 
and the sceptical Hohbea, who never dealt in comphment, observed, " That 
if his own philosophy were not true, he knew of none that he should 
sooner like than More's of Cambridge." His biographer, Ward, concludes 
his life iu the following glowing terms : — "Thus lived and died the eminent 
Dr. More ; thus set this bright and illustrious star, vanishing by degrees out 
of OUT sight after, to the surprise and admiration of many, (like that which 



^s more poignant 
i his character, so 
s whole intellectual 
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aside for a while his searches for the grand Magisterium, 
and Ustening, as if spell-bound, with gratified attention to 
stories of witches at Oxford, and denis at Mascon.' Nor is it 
from a retrospect of our own lutellectual progress only that 
we find how capricious, how intermitting, and how little 
privileged to great names or high intellects, or even to those 
miads which seemed to possess the \ery qualifications which 
would operate as conductors, are tliose illuminating gleams 
of common sense which shoot athwart the gloom, and aid 
a nation on its tardj' progress to wisdom, humanity, and 
justice. If on the Continent there were, in the sixteenth 

WOB obserTcd in Cassiopeia's chair,) it Lad illuniinated, as it were, both 
worlds eo long at once," At tlie lapse of many years I have not forgotten 
tbe impassioned fondness with wliicli the late and most lamented Robert 
Southey dwelt upon the memory of the C'nrabridge Plato, or the delight 
with which he greeted some works of his favourite author wlilcli I waa 
fortmiate enough to point out to him, with which he had not been previ- 
ooaly acquainted. The sad reverse of the picture will he seen by those 
who consult the folio of Moro's philosophical works and Glonville'a Saddu- 
citmue Triumphaiut, the greatest part of which is derived from Morc's 
Collection*. His hallucinations on the subject of witchcraft, from which 
none of the English writers of the Platonic school were exempt, are the 
more extraordinary, as a sitttcr error, judicial astrology, met in More with it* 
most able oppugner- His tract, whicli lies excited much less attention than 
its merit deserves, (I have not been able to trace a single quotation from it 
in any author daring the lost century,) is entitled " Tetractys Anti-astrologica, 
or a Confutation of Astrology." Lond. 1681, Ito. I may mention while on 
the subject of More, that the second and most valuable part of the memoir 
of him by Ward, his devoted admirer and pupil, which waa never printed, 
is in my possession, in maauscript. 

■ Sec Boyle's letter on the gubject of the Utter, in the Sth vol. of th« 
folio editioa of his works. 
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century, two men from whom an exposiire of the absurdities 
of the system of witchcraft might have been naturally and 
rationally expected, and who seem to stand out prominently 
from the crowd as predestined to that honourable and salu- 
tary office, those two men were John Bodin' and Thomas 
Erastus.* The former a lawyer — much exercised in the affairs 
of men — whose learning was not merely umbratic — whose 
knowledge of history was most philosophic and exact — of 
piercing penetration and sagacity — tolerant — liberal 



' I have always considered the conclusion of Bodin's book, De Rejmiilica, 
the occumulBitive grandeur of wbich is even heightened in Knolles'a odmi- 
rablo Englisb translation, as the finest peroration to be found in any work 
on government. Ttioee who are fortunate enough to possess a copy of his 
interdicted Examination of Rdiiii<m», the title of which ia, "Colloquium 
liejitaplomeres de abditis sublimium rerum arcanis, libris 6 digestuni," which 
wns never printed, and of which very few MSS. copies ari 
well aware how little he felt himself shackled in the spirit of e 
which he carried into the most sacred subjects by any respect for popidar 
notionu or received systems or great authorities. My MS. copy of this 
extraordinary work, which came from Heher's Collection, ia conttuned in 
two rather thick folio volumes. 

' Few authors arc better deserving of an extended biography, a de^- 
dcratum which, in an age characterised by its want of literary research, is 
not likely to be soon supplied, than Thomas Erastus, whose theological, 
philosophical, and medical celebrity entitle him to rank with the greatest 
men of his century. At present we have to collect all that is known of his 
life from various scattered and contradictory sources. John Webster, in his 
Ditplat/ing of Supposed Wilckcraft, contrary to the usual candour and fair- 
ness of his judgments, speaks slightingly of Erastus. There was, however, 
a suthcient reason for tlils. Erastus had shown up the empiricism of 
Webster's idol Paracelsus, and was in great disfavour with the writers of 
the Anti-Gtalenic school. 



I 



iik 



INTHODL'CTIOX. IX 

minded — disposed to take no proposition upon trust, but 
to canvass and examine every thing for himscH", and who 
had large views of human nature and society — in fact, the 
Montesquieu of the seventeenth century. The other, a phy- 
sician and professor, sage, judicious, incredulous, 

" The scourge of impostore, the terror of quacks," 

who liad routed irrecoverably empiricism in almost every 
sliape - Paraeelsians - Astrologers- Alchemists- Rosicrucians 
— and who weighed and scrutinized and analyzed every 
conclusion, from excommunication and the power of the keys 
to the revolutions of comets and their supposed effects on 
empires, and all with perfect fearlessness and intuitive insight 
into the weak points of an argument. Yet, alas ! for human 
infirmity. Bodin threw all the weight of his reasoning and 
learning and vivacity into tlic scale of the witch supporters, 
and made the "hell-broth boil and bubble" anew, and in- 
creased the witch furor to do\vnright fanaticism, by the 
publication of his Demo-manie,* a work in which 

" Learning, blinded first and then beguiled, 
Looks dark as ignorance, as frenzy wild ;" 

but which it is impossible to read without being carried 

I canuot concur with Mr. Hslkm in tits oxtreniely low eittitnatu ho 
fomis of the literary merit of Godin's Demomanie, which he Joe» uot Mem 
to have examined with the care and impartiality which he seldom is 
deficient in. Like all Bodin's workH, it lias a npirit peculiarly Ilia own, and 
is, in my opinion, one of tlie mcmt entertaining books to be fouocj in the 
circle of Demonelogy. 

b 
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along by the force of mind and power of combination which 
the author manifests, and without feeling how much inge- 
nious sophistry can pertbrm to mitigate and soften the most 
startling absurdity. His contemporary, Erastus, after all 
his victories on the field of imposition, was foiled hy the 
subject of witchcraft at last. This was his i)et delusion — 
almost the only one he cared not to discard — like the dying 
miser's last reserve : — 

- " My manor, sir ? he cried ; 



Not that, I cannot part with that, — and died." 

In his treatise Dc Lamiis, published in 1577, 8vo., he defends 
nearly all tlie absurdities of the system with a blind zealotry 
which in such a man is very remarkable. His book has 
accordingly taken its place on the same shelf with Sprenger, 
Remigius Delrio. and De Lancre, and deserves insertion 
only in a list which has yet to be made out, and which if 
accurately compiled would be a literary curiosity, of the sin- 
gularly illogical books of singularly able reasoners. What 
was left unaccomplished by the ceuturions of literature came 
ultimately from the strangest of all possil)Ie quarters ; from 
the study of an humble pupil of the transmuter of metals 
and prince of mountebanks and quacks — the expounder of 
Reuchlin de verba mtrijico, and lecturer in the unknown 
tongues — the follower of Trismegistus — cursed with Ijell, 
book and candle, by every decorous Church in Cliristendom — 
the redoubted Cornelius Agrippa ; who, if he left not to his 
pupil Wierus the secret of the philosopher's stone or grand 
elixir, seems to have communicated a treasure perhaps equaUy 
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rare and not less precious, the faculty of seeing a truth 
which should open the eyes of bigotry and dispel the mists 
of superstition, which should stop the persecution of the 
helpless and stay the call for blood. If, in working out this 
vir^n ore from the mine, he has produced it mixed up with 
the scoria of his master's Occult Philosophic ; if he gives us 

alogues of devils and spirits, with whose acquaintance 
we could have dispensed ; if he pleads the great truth faintly, 
inconsistently, imperfectly, and is evidently unaware of the 
strength of the weapons he wields ; these deductions do not 
the less entitle Wierus to take his place in the first rank of 
Humanity's honoured professors, the true philanthropists 
and noble benefactors of mankind. 

In our own country, it may be curious and edifying to 
observe to whom we mainly owe those enlightened views on 
this subject, which might have been expected to proceed in 
their natural channel, but for which we look in vain, from 
the "triumphant heirs of universal praise," the recognized 
guides of public opinion, whose fame sheds such a lustre on 
our annals, — the Bacons, the Raleighs, the Seldens, the 
Cudworths, and the Boyles. 

The strangely assorted and rather grotesque band to 
whom we are principally indebted for a vindication of out- 
raged common sense and insulted humanity in this instance, 
and whose ngorous exposition of the absunlities of the pre- 
vailing system, in combination with other lights and sources 
of intelligence, led at last to its being universally abandoned, 
consists of four indi\nduals — on any of whom a literary 
Pharisee would look down with supercilious scorn : — a 
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country gentleman, devoted to husbandry, and deep in plat- 
forms of hop gardens, ^ — a baronet, whose name for upwards 
of a century has been used as a synonyme for incurable 
political bigotry, * — a little, crooked, and now forgotten 
man, who died, as his biographer tells us, " distracted, occa- 
sioned by a deep conceit of his own parts, and by a continual 
bibbing of strong and high tasted liquors," ' — and last, but 
not least assuredly, of one who was by turns a fanatical 
preacher and an obscure practitioner of physic, and who 
passed his old age at Clitheroe in Lancashire in attempting 
to transmute metals and discover the philosopher's stone,* 
So strange a band of Apostles of reason may occasion a 
smile; it deserves, at all events, a little more particular 
consideration before we address ourselves to the short nar- 
ration which may be deemed necessary as an introduction to 
the republication which follows. 

Of the first of the number, Reginald or Reynold Scot, it 
is to be regretted that more particulars are not known. 
Nearly the whole are contained in the following information 
afforded by Anthony ii Wood, AthenrE., vol. i. p. 297; from 
which it appears that he took to "solid reading" at a crisis of 
life when it is generally thrown aside. " Reynolde Scot, a 
younger son of Sir John Scot, of Scot's Hall, near to Smeeth, 
in Kent, by his wife, daughter of Reynolde Pimp, of Pimp's 
Court, Knight, was born in that county, and at about 17 years 
of age was sent to Oxon, particularly as it seems to Hart 
Hall, where several of his countrymen and name studied in 



' Rpgiiinl.l Soot. ■ Sir R. Filnic 



' J.ilin Wagstaffc. 
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the latter end of K. Henry VIII. and the reign of Edward 
VI., &;c. Afterwards he retired to his native country, with- 
out the honour of a Degree, and settled at Smeeth, where he 
found great oncour^craent in his studies from his kinsman. 
Sir Thomas Scot. About which time, taking to hii/t a wife, 
he gave himself up soleli/ to solid reading, to the perusing 
of obscure authors that had, by the generaUty of scholars, 
been neglected, and at times of leisure to husbandry and 
gardening. He died in September or October in 1599, and 
was buried among his ancestors, in the church at Smeeth 
before mentioned." Retired as his life and obscure as his 
death might be, he is one whose name will be remembered 
as long as vigorous sense, flowing from the " wells of English 
undefiled," hearty and radiant humour, and sterling patri- 
otism, are considered as deser\'ing of conamemoration. His 
Discoverie of Witchcraft, first published in 1584, is indeed 
a treat to him who wishes to study the idioms, manners, 
opinions, and superstitions of the reign of Elizabeth. Its 
entire title deserves to be given : — 

" The difcouerie of witchcraft, wherein the lewde dealing of 
witches and witchmon(/ers is notailie detected, tfte knauerte 
of coniurms, the impietie of inchantors, the follie of fooUt- 
faiers, the impitdent falfliood of coufenors, the infidelitie of 
aiheifls, the peflilent practifes of Pythonists, the curimitie of 
fgurecqflers, the vanitie of dreamers, the beijgerlie art of 
Alcumyflrie, the abhomination of tdolatrie, the horrible art of 
poifoning, the vertite and power of naturall magike, and all 
the conueiances of Legierdemaine and iuggling are deciphered: 
and many other things opened, which hatte long lien hidden, 
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kmefmt verie nccejfarie to be knmBtie. Hcerevnto is added a 
ireaiife vpon the nature and fiihjlance of fpirits and diueli, 
^c: all latetie wi-itten by Reginald Scot Esquire. 1 John, 
4, I. Beleeue not euerie fpirit but trie the fpirits, whether 
they are of God ; for many falfe prophets are gone out into 
the world, ^c. 1584." 

'lliis title is auftjcient to show that he gives no quarter to 
the dulusion he undertakes to expose, and though he does 
not dony tliat there may be witches in the abstract, (to 
Imvo iloiK! so would have left him a preacher without an 
Hudi(!iicc'.) yet he guards so cautiously against any practical 
(ijiplication of that principle, and battles so vigorously against 
the error which assimilated the witches of modern times 
Ut the witches of Scripture, and, denying the validity of the 
('«tifi!flKir)riH of those convicted, throws such discredit and 
ridi(!ule upon the whole system, that the popular belief 
cannot but have received a severe shock from the pub- 
lication of his work.' By an extraordinary elevation of 

' III tlio cpUtle to his kinsman Sir Thomas Scot, prefixed to his Diteooerie, 

" I ioo uiiioii;; otiior malefactors manie poore old women conuented before 
yiiii for working of miracles, otherwise called witchcraft, and therefore I 
tlKnight you alao a tnect person to whom I might commend my hooke." — 
And ho then proceed", in the following spirited and gallant strain, to run 
]ii« ourM) 0|{nin*t thu Dn^un of popular superstition : — 

" 1 thort-'foru (iit thi> lime) doo ont'lie desire you to consider of my report, 
conccniing the cuideiica that is commonlic hronght before you against 
thoni. Sec first whother the cuidcnce be not friiiolouB, & whether the 
proofs broufuht against them be not incredible, consisting of ghessca, pre- 
MunptioiiH, 8c impossibilities contrarie to reason, scripture, and nature. See 
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good sense, he managed, not only to see through the ab- 
surdities of witchcraft, but likewise of other errors which 



ulao what persons complaine vpon them, whether thev be not of the basest, 
ttic vnwiseat, & most faithlcs kind of pt^oplc. Also may it please 3'ou to 
viaxe what ot^cuaations and crimes they loie to their charge, namelie : She 
was at my house of kte, bIic would haue had a. pot of milke, she departed 
in a. chafe bicause she had it not, she railed, she curssed, she mumbled and 
whispered, and finallie she said she would bo euen with me : and soone 
after my child, my cow, my sow, or my pullet died, or waa strangclie taken. 
Naie (if it please your Worship) I haue further proofe : I was with a wise 
woman, and she told me I had an ill neighbour, & that she would come to 
my house yer it were long, and so did she ; and that she had a markc 
abouc hir waste, & so had she : and God forgiiie me, my stomach hath 
gone against hir a great while. Hir mother before hir was counted a witch, 
she hath beenc beaten and scratched by the face till blond was drawne 
vptn hir, bicauso she hath beene suspected, & afterwards some of those 
persons were said to amend. These are the certeinties that I hears in 
their euidences. 

"jVoW alto koie eatUie they may he brouylu to confeue that vhieA they 
neuer did, nor lieth in the pover of man to doo : and then see whether I 
haue cause to write as I doo. Furtlier, if you shall see thai infidclitic, 
poperie, and manie other manifest heresies bo backed and shouldered, and 
their professors animated and hortened, by yeelding to creatures such infinit 
power as is wrested out of Gods hand, and attributed to witches : finallie, if 
yon shall perceiue that 1 haue foithfullie and trulie dcliucred and set dotvae 
the condition and state of the witch, and also of the witchmonger, and banc 
confuted by reason and lawe, and by the word of God it selfe, all mine 
aduersarics obiections and arguments: then let me haue your countenance 
against them that maliciouslie oppose themselues against me. 

" M^ greatett aduenarie* are yovng ignorance and old cuttorne. For 
what foUie soeoer tract of time hath fostered, it is so superstitiouslie pur- 
sued of wme, OS though no error could he acquainted nilh custome. But 
if the lawe of nations would ioinc with such custome, to the r 
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long maintained their hold upon the learned as well as the 
vulgar. Indeed, if not generally more enlightened, he was, 

of ignorance, and to the suppressing of knowledge ; the ciuilest countrie in 
the world would Boone hecomc harharous, &c. For as knowledge and time 
discouereth errors, so dooth superstition and ignorance in time breed them." 

The passage which I next quote, is a further specimen of the impresaire 
and even eloquent earnestness with which lie pleads his cause : — 

" In the mcanc lime, I would wish them to know that if neither the 
CBtimation of Gods omnipotencie, nor the tenor of his word, nor the doubt- 
Tulncs or rather the impossihilitie of the case, nor the small proofes brought 
against them, nor the rigor executed vpon them, nor the pitie that should be 
in a christian heart, nor yet their stmplicitie, impoteucie, or age may suffice 
to Buppresse the rage or rigor wherewith they are oppressed ; yet the consi- 
deration of their sex or kind ought to moouc some mitigation of their 
punishment. For if nature (as Plinio reportcth) haue taught a lion not to 
dealc so roughltc ii'ith a woman as with a man, hicause she is in hodie the 
weaker vesscll, and in hart more inclined to pitie (which Icrcmic in his 
lamcnlations seemeth to confimie) what should a man doo in this case, for 
whome a woman was created as on helpe and comfort vnto him ? In so 
much as, cuen in the lawe of nature, it is a greater offense to slea a woman 
than a man : not hicause a man is not the more excellent creature, but 
bicause a woman is the weaker tcsscII. And therefore among all modest 
and Lencst persons it is thought a shame to offer rlolence or iniurie to a 
woman : in which respect Virgil soith, A'tiilum memorabUe nomen feeminea 
in pmna e»t. 

" God that knoweth my heart is witnes, and you that read my booke 
shall sec, that my drift and purpose in this enterprise tendeth onelie to 
these respects. First, that the gloric and power of God be not so abridged 
and abased, as to be tlirust into the hand or lip of a lewd old woman : 
whereby the workc of the Creator should be attributed to the power of a 
creature. Sccondlie, t!iat the religion of the gospel! may be scene to stand 
without such peenish trumperie. Thirdlie, that Inwfull fauour and christian 
compassion be rather vsed towards these [loore aoules, than rigor and 
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in some respects, more emancipated from delusion than even 
his great successor, the learned and sagacioas Webster, who, 
a century after, clung still to alchemy whicli Reginald 
Scot had ridiculed and exposed. Yet with all its strong 
points and broad humour, it is undeniable that The Discmerie 
of Wiichcraft only scotched the snake instead of kilhng it ; 
and that its effect was any thing but final and complete. 
Inveterate error is seldom prostrated by a blow from one 
hand, and truth seems to be a tree which cannot be forced 
by planting it before its time. There was something, too, 
in the book itself which militated against its entire accept- 
ance by the public. It is intended to form a little Eneyclo- 
pccdia of the different arts of imposition practised in Scot's 



oxtremitie. Bicause they, whicli are commonlie accused of witchcraft, aro 
the ieast suflicictit of all other persons to speake for themscluea ; as hauing 
the most hase and simple education of all others; the estremitic of their 
age giuiiig them leaue to dote, their poucrtie to beg, their wrongs to clndo 
and tlireat^n (as being Toid of snie other woie of reuengc) their humor 
melancholicall to be full of imaginations, from whence clieefelie proccedeth 
the vanitic of their confcKsions ; as tlint they can tranaforme themseluee and 
others into apes, owlcs, ossea, dogs, caM, &c: that they eon flic in the aire, 
kill children with charmcs, hinder the comming of butter, &c. 

" And for so much bs the mightie heipe themseluea together, and the 
poorc widowea trie, though it reacli to heauen, ia seorse lieard here ypon 
earth : I thought good (according to my poore ahititic) to make interceasioD, 
that conic i>art of common rigor, and some points of hostie iudgement may 
be oduised vpon. For the world is now at that stay (as Brenlius in a moat 
godlic sermon in these words athrmeth) that euen as when the lieathcn 
persecuted the christiana, if anie were accused to heleeue in Christ, the 
common people cried Ad Uonem : so now, if anie woman, be she neuer so 
hoDest, be accused of witchcraft, they crie Ad ignem." 
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time; ami in order to illustrate the various tricks and modes 
of cozenage, he gives us so many charms and diagrams and 
conjurations, to say nothing of an inventory of seventy- 
nine devils and spirits, and their several seignories and 
degrees, that the Occult Philosophy of Cornelius Agrippa 
himself looks scarcely less appalling, at first sight, than the 
Discocei-ie. This gave some colour to the declamation of 
the author's opponents, who held liim up as Wierus had been 
represented before him, as if he wcro as deeply dipped in 
diabolical practises as any of those whom he defended. 
Atheist and Sadducee, if not very wizard liimselt were 
the terms in which his name was generally mentioned, and 
as such, the royal author of the Demono/ngy anathematizes 
him with great unction and very edifying horror. Against 
the papists, the satire of Scot had been almost as much 
directed as against what he calls the " witch-mongers," so 
that that very powerful party were to a man opposed to him. 
Vigorous, therefore, as was his oiislaugh, its effect soon 
passed by ; and when on the accession of James, the statute 
which so long disgraced our penal code was enacted, as the 
adulatory tribute of all parties, against which no honest 
voice was raised, to the known opinions of the monarch, 
Scot became too unfashionable to be seen on the tables of 
the great or in the libraries of the learned. If he were 
noticed, it was only to be traduced as a sciolist, (imperitus 
dialecticaj et aliarum boiiarum artium, says Dr. Reynolds,) 
and to be exposed tor imagined lapses in scholarship in an 
»ge when for a writer not to be a scholar, was like a 
traveller journeying without a passport. Merle Casaubou, 



» 
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who carried all the prejudices of the time of James the first 
into the reign of Charles the second, but who, though over- 
shadowed by the fame of his father, was no unworthy scion 
of that incomparable stock, at the same time that he 
denounces Scot as illiterate, will only acknowledge to having 
met with him " at friends houses" and " booksellers shops," 
as if his work were one which would bring contaraination to 
a scholar's library. Scot was certainly not a scholar in the 
sense in which the term is applied to the Scaligers, Casaubons. 
and Vossius's, though he would have been considered a 
prodigy of reading in these days of superficial acquisition. 
But he had original gifts far tnin.scending scholarahip. 
He had a manly, straightforward, vigorous understanding, 
which, united with an honest mtegrity of purpose, kept 
him right when greater men went wrong, llow invaluable 
a phalanx would the battalion of folios which the reign ol 
James the first produced now afford us, if the admirable 
mother-wit and single-minded sincerity of Reginald Scot 
could onlv have vivified and inlbrmed them.' 



' In t!ie inWrvcning period between the ])ul)lii;ation of Scot's work auil 
tlie lulvcrtiKemcDt of Filmer, several books came out on tlie Bubject of 
witchcraft. Amongst tbom it is right to notice " A Dialogue concerning 
Witches and Witchcraft, hy George Giffard, Minister of Grod's Word in 
Maldon." 1 333, 4to. This truct, which bus been reprinted liy the Percy 
Society, is not i'ree from tlie leading fallacicB tvliicb iol'i'i'tvd tlie reasoningB 
of almost eJI the n-riters on witclicraft. It is, neverthclctiB, eKceedingly 
entertaining, and well dcscrrcs a perusal, if only ns tmnHiiiitting to un, in 
their full freslmesn, tlio racy eoUoquiBlinns of the age of EliEnbetli. It is 
to bo hoped tlmt the other norks of GiiTard, all of wliieh are deserving of 
Btli'iilioii. iinlc[H'n'i<.'titly of their iheoldgicoi interest, na specimens of pnre 
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After the lapse of another half century, and at the very 
period when the persecution against witches waxed hotter, 



and sterliiig English, may appear in a collueteJ form. Tlie next tract 
requiring notice is "The Trial of Witchcraft, by John Cotta," 1016, 4to, 
of which a second and enlarged edition was puWished iu 1624. Cotta, 
who was a physician of great eminence and experience, residing at 
Northampton, has snpplied in this very ahic, learned, and vigorous treatise, 
a groundwork which, if pursued to its just results, for he writes verj 
cautintisly and guardedly, and rather hints at hia conclusions than follows 
them out, would have sufficed to hare overthrown many of the positions of 
the supporters of the system of witchcrafL His uork has a strong schcK 
lustic tinge, and in not without occnsional obscurity ; and on these accounts 
probably produced no very extensive impression at the time. Me wrote 
two other tracts — 1. " Discovery of the Dangers of ignorant practisers of 
Physick in England," 1612, 4to; 2. " Cotta contra Antoniuiii, or An Ant- 
Anthony," Oxford, 1G23, 4to; the latter of which, a keen satire against 
the chymists' aurura potabile, is exceedingly rare. Both are intrinsically 
Taloabie and interesting, and WTitten with great vigour of style, and are 
AiII of curious illustrations derived from his extensive medical practice. I 
cannot conclude this note without adverting to Gaule's amusing little work, 
("Select Cases of Conscience touching Witches and Witchcraft, hy John 
Gaule, Preacher of the Word at Great Houghton, in the county of Hun- 
tingdon," 1646, 24mo.) which gives ua all tliu casuistry applicable to witch- 
craft. We can almost forgive Gaule's fundamental errors on the general 
question, for the courage and spirit with which he battled with the villainous 
witchfiTider, Hopkins, who wonted sorely to make an example of him, to 
the terror of all gainsaycrs of the sovereign power of this examiner-general 
of witches. Gaulo proved himself to be an overmatch for the itinerating 
inquisitor, and so effectually attacked, battled witli, and exposed him, as to 
render him quite harmless in future. Tlic minister of Great Haughton was 
made of different raetal to the "old reading parson Lewis," or Lowes, to 
whose fbtc Baxter refers with such nonchalance. As the only clergyman 
of the Church of England, that I am aware of, who was executed for 
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and the public prejudice had become only more inveterate, 
from the ingredient of fanaticism having been lai^Iy thrown 



witchcnA, Lewis's cose is sttflicicntly interesting to merit some notice. 
StewTie's (vide his Conjirmiition of Witchcraft, p. 23,) account of it, which 
I have not seen quoted before, is as follows : — 

" Thus was Poison Lowis taken, who hnd been a MiuiHter, (as I have 
heard) in one Parish above forty yeares, in Suffolke, before he was con- 
demned, but had been indited for a common imbarriter, and for Witchcraft, 
above thirty yeares before, and the grand Jury (as I have hoard) found the 
bill for a common imbarriter, who now, after he was found with the markes, 
in bis confession, ho confessed, that in pride of heart, to he equall, or rather 
above God, the Devill tooke advantage of him, and bee covenanted n'ith 
the Devill, and scaled it with bis bloud, and had three Familiars or spirits, 
which sucked on the markes found upon his body, and did much harmc, 
botli by Sea and Land, especially by Sea, for he confessed, that he being at 
Lungarfort in Suffolke, where he preached, as he walked upon the wall, or 
workes there, he saw a great saile of Ships passe by, and that as they were 
Bailing by, one of his three Impes, namely his yellow one, forthwith appeared 
to bim, and asked him what hoc should doc, and ho bade it goe and sinke 
such a Ship, and shewed his Impc a new Ship, amongst the middle of thereat 
(as I remember) one that belonged to Ipswich, so he confessed the Impe 
went forthwith away, and he stood still, and viewed the Ships on the Sea 
D8 they were a sayling, and perceived that Ship immediately, to be in more 
trouble and danger then the rest ; for he said, the water was more boystroua 
necre that then the rest, tumbling up and don'u with waves, as if water 
had been boyled in a pot, and soone after (he said) in a short time it sanke 
directly downe into the Sea, as he stood and viewed it, when all the rest 
sayled away in safety, there be confessed, be made fourteen widdowes in 
cne quarter of an houre. Then Mr. Hopkin, as he told me (for he tooke 
his Confession) asked him, if it did not grieve him to see so many men cast 
away, iu a short time, and that he should be the cause of so many poore 
widdowes on a suddaine, but he swore by his maker, no, be was joyfull to 
see what power his Impes had, and so likewise confessed many other 
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in as a stimulant, another ally to the cause of compassion 
and common sense started up, in the person of one whose 



mischicro, and liaJ a cltornie to Veep him out of Goale, ami han^nn^, ae be 
porsphrascil it iiimselfc, bnl therein the Devill deceived him : for ho was 
hanged, that Michaehnns time 1645. at Buriu Seint Edmunds, hut he oiade 
a very farrc larger confcRsion, wliieb I have heard hatli been printed ; but 
if it were w, it wai neither of Mr. Hopkins doing "or mine owne; for we 
never printed anytbiog nntili now." 

Hutcbinson gives the explanation of this confesaou. What con be more 
otrocioiix than tlic ubolc slorv, which is yet hut tlie common story of 
witch confcraioDS ? 

"Adv. Then did not he confess this before the Commissioners, at the 
TimeofblsTrvaW 

" Clerif. No, hut maiiilaiiicd his Innocence etoutly, and challenged tliom 
to ninkc Proof of Niich Tilings at ihey laid to hio Cburge. I bad this from 
a rcTBon of Credit, who was then in Court, and heard his Trvai. 1 may 
(uld, that tbo' his Case is remembered better than otliers that Buffered, vet 
I never heard any one speak of him, but with great Compassion, because of 
his Age and Chamcter, and their Belief of his Innocence: And when he 
came to his Execution, because lie would have ClmHtian Burial, ho read 
Ibi' Office hiiiiBelf, and that way committed liis own Body to the Ground, 
ill sure and certain Hope of llic Resurrection to eternal Life. 

"In llie Notes upon those VerBCa that 1 quoted out of HuJibroa, it is said, 
that ho lirul been a jioinful Preacher for many Vcurs, I mav add for Filly, 
for M> lung be bud been Vicar of Brendeaton in the County of Suffolk, as 
a|)pearjt by the Time of his ]n«titution. That I might know tbo present 
S«iiNO of the Chief Inhabitants of that Place, 1 wrote to Mr. Wilson, the 
Incutubcnt of thai Town, and by his Means received the following Letter 
from Mr. Rivctt. a worthy Gentleman who lived lately in the samo Place, 
and whose Father lived there before him. 

"'SIi;. 

" ' Iw AuHwer to your lloi|U(iHt conceming Mr. Loives, my Fnthcr was 
idways of the <i|iiiii<.ii. that Mr. Low.s BulTerr-d wroii-fiilly, ^.iid hntli nftcn 
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name has ruiinded many a period and g'lveu point to many 
an invective. To find the proscribed author of the Palri' 
nrchn purging with " euphrasy and me " the eyes of the 
dispensers of justice, and shouldering the crowd to obtain 
for reason a fair and impartial hearing, is indeed Uke meet- 
ing with Saul among the prophets. If there be one name 
which has been doomed to run the gauntlet, and against 
which every pert and insolent political declairaer has had 
his fling, it is that of this unfortmiate writer; yet in his 
short but masterly and unan.swerai>le "Advertisement to 
the Jurymen of England, touching Witches, together with a 
difference between an English and Hebrew Witch," first 
published in 1653, 4to., he has addressed himself so cogently 
and decisively to the main fallacy of the arguments in favour 
of witchcraft which rested their force on Scripture misunder- 
stood, and has so pertinently and popularly urged the points 
to be considered, that his tract must have had the greatest 
weight on the class to whom his reasoning was principally 
addressed, and on whose fiat the fates of iiis unhappy clients 
may be said to have hung. For this good service, reason 
and common sense owe Sir Robert Kilmer a debt which 
docs not yet a))pear to have been paid. The verdict of 



•aid, that he did believe, he wiw no more a Wbzoril than he was. I have 
heard it from ihcm that wntched with him, that Ihey kept Aim aKaie 
teeerai Nigku tofielher, and run him bacheardt and /oneardx about the 
Jloom, until he leae out of Breath : Then lieff reeled him a Hide, and t^en 
ran him a^ain : And thus they did /or Koeral Day* and Night* together, 
till he Kos leeary of hit Life, and «nt, scarce tentiblt of \chat he taid or did. 
They swam him at Framlingham, but that was no true Rule to try him by; for 
they put in honest People at the same Time, and they ewam aa well as he." 
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proscription against him was pronounced by the most in- 
competent and superficial a>ra of our literature, and no 
friendly appellant has yet moved the court of posterity for 
its reversal. Yet without entering upon the theory of the 
patriarchal scheme, which after all, perhaps was not so 
irrational as may be supposed, or discussing on an occasion 
like the present the conflicting theories of government, it 
may be allowable to express a doubt whether even the 
famous author of the " Essay on the Human Understanding," 
to whose culraioating star the decadence of the rival in- 
telligence is attributable, can be shewn to have been as 
much in advance of his generation in the time of king 
William, as from the tract on witchcraft, and another 
written on a different subject, but with equally enlightened 
views,* Sir Robert Filmer manifestly appears to have 
outrun his at the period of the usurpation.^ 

' I allude to Hia little tract on Usury. 

' Between the period of the publication of Filnier's Advertisement and 
tlie appearance of Wagataffe's work, a tract was published too important in 
this controversy to be passed over without notice. It is entitled A Candh 
in the Dark, or a Treatiie coneerninff the Nature of WitcAea and Witelicraft; 
being Advice to Judi/et, Sheriff», Justices of the Peace, and Grand Jurymen, 
vhat to dn before they patse sentence on tuck ae are arraigned for their lives 
as Wildes. By Thomas Ady, M.A. London, printed for R. J., to be sold by 
Thomas Newberry, at ike Three Lions in CornhiU, by the Exchange, 1656, 
4tO. Ady. of whom, unfortunately, nothing is known, presses the argu- 
ments against tlie witch mongers and witclifinders with unanswerftblc force. 
In fact, thia tract compriseB tho quintessence of all that had been urged 
against tlie pojiular system, and his " Candle" was truly a burning and a 
shining ligbt. His Dedication is too curious to be omitted : — 

" To the Prince of the Kings of the Earth. It is the manner of men, 
O heavenly King, to dedicate their books to some great men, thereby to 
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The next champion in this unpopular cause, John Wag- 

I staffe, who published "Tlie Question of Witchcraft Debated," 

1 1669, 12mo,' was, as A. a Wood informs us, "the son of 

Ljohn Wagstaffe, citizen of London, descended from those 

of his name of Hasland Hall, in Derbyshire, was bom in 

Cheapside, within the city of London, became a commoner 

of Oriel College in the latter end of 1649, took the degrees 

[■ in Arts, and applied himself to the study of politics and 

L other learning. At length, being raised from an academical 

I life to the inheritance of Hasland. by the death of an uncle, 

f bve tlteir works protected and countcnaDced among them ; but tliou onlf 
■rt able, by tby holy Spirit of Truth, to defend thy Truth, and to make it 
t&ke impreesion in itio heart and understanding of men. Unto tliee alone do 
1 dedicate this work, entreating tliy Most High Majesty to gront, tliot who- 
ever shall open this book, thy holy Spirit may so possess their understanding, 
ms that the Spirit of errour may depart from them, and that they may read 
snd try thy Truth by the touchstone of thy Truth, the holy Scriptiu^a; and 
finding that Truth, may embrace it and forsoko their darksome inventions 
of ADtickrist, that have deluded and dohled the nations now and in former 
ages. Enlighten the world, thou that art the Light of the World, and let 
darkness be no more in the world, now or in any future ago ; bnt make all 
people to walk as cliildren of the Light for ever; and destroy Antichrist, 
that liatfa deceived the nations, and save us the residue by thyself alone; 
and let not Salnn any more delude us, for the Truth is thine for ever." 
He then puts his " Dilemma that cannot bo answered by Witchmongors," 
It is too long to quote, but it is a dilemma that would pose the stoutest 
Coryphteus of the party to whom he addressed himself. 

' I have not seen his earlier work, " Historical Rellections on the Bishop 
of Borne, Src." Oxford, 1660, 4to, If it bo written with any portion of 
the power evinced in his " Question of Witchcraft Debated," the ridicnie 
with wliich Wood says it was received by the wits of the university, and 
the oblivion into which it subsequently fell, were both equally undeserved. 

d 
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who died without male issue, he spent his life afterwards in 
single estate." His death took place in 1677. The Oxford 
historian, who had little reverence for new lights, and never 
loses an opportunity of girding at those whose weights and 
measures were not according to the current and only 
authentic standard, has left no very flattering account of 
his person. "He was a little crooked man, and of a despi- 
cahle presence. He was lauglied at by the boys of this 
University, because, as they said, he himself looked like a 
little wizard." Small as might be his stature, and question- 
able the sliape in which he appeared, he might still have 
taken up the boast of the author of the Religio Medici: 
" Men that look upon my outside do err in my altitude, for 
I am above Atlas's shoulders." None but a large-souled and 
kindly-affectioned man, whose intellect was as comprehensive 
as his feelings were benevolent, could have produced the 
excellent little treatise which claims him as its author. The 
following is the lofty and memorable peroration in which he 
sums up the strength of his cause : — 

" I cannot think without trembling and horror on the vast 
numbers of people that in several ages and several countries 
have been sacrificed unto this idol, Opinion. Thousands, ten 
thousands, are upon record to have been slain, and many of 
them not with simple deaths, but horrid, exquisite tortures. 
And yet, how many are there more who have undergone the 
same fate, of whom we have no memorial extant. .Since, 
therefore, the opinion of witchcraft is a mere straiifftT unto 
Scripture, and wholly alien from true religion ; ttinco it is 
ridiculous by as.serting fables and impossibUtticB i since it 




* 
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appears, when duly considered, to be all bloody and full of 
dangerous consequence unto the lives and safety of men ; 
I hope that with this my Discourse, opposing an abstird and 
pernicious error, I can not at all disoblige any sober, unbi- 
assed person ; especially if he be of such ingenuity as to 
have freed himself from a slavish subjection imto those pre- 
judicial opinions which custom and education do with too 
much tyranny impose. — If the doctrine of witchcraft should 
be carried up to a height, and the inquisition after it should 
be intrusted in the hands of ambitious, covetous and mali- 
cious men, it would prove of far more fatal consequence unto 
the lives and safety of mankind, than that ancient, hear 
thenish custom of sacrificing men imto idol gods ; insomuch 
that we stand in need of another Hercules Liberator, who, as 
the former freed the world from human sacrifice, should, in 
like manner, travel from country to country, and by his 
all-eommandiug authority, free it from this eiiil and base 
custom of torturinff people to confess themselves witches, 
and burning them after cj'tm'ted confessions. Surely the 
Wood of men ought not to be so cheap, nor so easily to be 
ahed by those who, under the name of God, do gratifie 
exorbitant passions and selfish ends; for without question, 
under this side heaven, there is nothing so sacred as the life 
of man ; for the preservation whereof all policies and forms 
of government, all laws and magistrates are most especially 
ordained. Wherefore I presume that this Discourse of 
mine, attempting to prove the vanity and impossibility of 
witchcraft, is so far from any deserved censure and blame, 
Ihat it rather deserves commendation and praise, if I can 
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in the least measure contribute to the saving of the hves 
of men." 

Wagstaffe was answered by Meric Casaubon in his trea- 
tise " Of Credulity and Incredulity in Things Divine and 
Spiritual," 1670, 12rao ; and if his reply be altogether incon- 
clusive, it cannot be denied to be, as indeed every thing of 
Meric Casaubon's wTiting was, learned, discursive and enter- 
taining. He observes of Wagstaffe : — 

" He doth make some show of a scholar and a man of some 
learning, but whether he doth acquit himself as a gentleman 
(which I hear he is) in it, I shall leave to others to judge," 
This is surely the first time that a belief in witchcraft was 
ever made a test of gentlemanly propriety. 

Two years before the trial, which is the subject of the 
following republication, took place, the hamlet of Thornton, 
in the parish of Coxwold, in the adjoining county of York, 
gave birth to one who was destined so utterly to demolish 
the unstable and already sliaken and tottering structure 
which Bodin, Delrio, and their followers had set up, as not 
to leave one stone of that unhallowed edifice remaining 
upon another. Of the various course of life of John 
Webster, the author of " The Displaying of supposed Witch- 
craft," his travels, troubles, and persecutions; of the ex- 
perience he had had in restless youth and in unsettled 
manhood of religion under various forms, amongst reli- 
^onists of almost every denomination ; and of those profound 
and wide-ranging researches in every art and science in 
which his vigorous intellect delighted, and by which it was 
in declining age enlightened, sobered and composed ; it is 
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much to be regretted that we have not his own narrative, 
written in the calm evening of his days, when he walked the 
slopes of Pendle, from where, 

" Through shadow diiuly seeu 
Rose CIid'row''8 castle grey ;" ' 

when, to use his own expressions, he lived a " solitary and 
sedentary Hfe, viiki et mitsis, having more converse with the 
dead than the living, that is, more with books than with 
men." The facts for his biography are scanty and meagre, 
and are rather collected by inference from his works, than 
from any other source. lie was bom at Thornton on the 3rd 
of February, IGIO. From a passing notice of A. a Wood, 
and an incidental allusion in his own works, he may be pre- 
sumed to have passed some time at Cambridge, though with 
what views, or at what period of his life, is uncertain. He 
was ordained Presbyter by Dr. Morton, when Bishop of 
Durham, who was, it will be recollected, the sagacious pre- 
late by whom the frauds of the boy of Bilson were detected. 
In the year 1634, Webster was curate of Kildwick in Cror 
ven, and while in that cure the scene occurred which he has 
so vividly sketched in the passage after quoted, and which 
supplied the hint, and laid the foundation, for the work 



• "Poems, by the Rev. R. Parkinson, Canon of Manchester," 1845, 12mo. 
(Hunter's Song.) A most pleasing volumo of a very accomplished author. 
Long may he survive to add honours to the ancient stock of which he haa 
given eo interesiting an account, hy well-earned trophies gathered from the 
fair fields of literature and theology, and hy a most exemplary discluirge of 
the appropriate duties of his own sacred profession. 
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which has perpetuated his fame. How long he continued in 
this cure we know not : but, if one authority may be relied 
on, he was Master of the Free Grammar School at Clitheroe 
in 1643. To this foundation he may be considered as a great 
benefactor, for, from information supplied from a manuscript 
source, I find that he recovered for its use, with considerable 
trouble and no small personal charge, an income of about £60. 
per annum, which had been given to the school, but was ille- 
gally diverted and withheld. From this period there is a 
blank in his biography for about ten years. Most probably 
his life was rambling and desultory. He speaks of himself as 
having been about that time a chaplain in the army. His 
first two works, published in 1G53 and 1G54, "The Saints' 
Guide," and " The Judgment Set and the Books Opened,'" 

1 "?"*« Sainta' Guide, or ChriH the Rule and EuUr of SainU. Mani/aied 
by way of Po&itiom, Comectarief, and Queries. Wherein it contained Oie 
Efficacy of Acquired Knowledge; the Rule of Ckriitiant ; the Mission and 
Maintenance iif Minitlers ; and the Power of Magitlratet in Spiritual 
Thingx. By John We/itter, late Chaplain in the Army." London, 1653, 4to. 

" The Judgement Set, and the Booket Opened. Religion Tried tehether 
it lie of God or of men. The Lord eometk to vitit hie own. For the time it 
that Judgement mult begin at the House of God. 

/ The Sheep from the Goals, 



To separate -; 



(, The Frecio'tefroj). 
And to diteoier the Blasphemy ofthote that lay. 



the Vile. 



They a 



Apoitlei, 




f Found Lyar«, 


Teacheri, 




Deceit eri. 


Alite, 


hut ar 


e- Dead, 


Rich, 




Poore, blind, naked. 
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L The Synagogue nf Satan 
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show that in the interval he had deserted the Established 
Church, and, probably, after some of those restless fluctuations 
of belief to which men of his ardent temperament are subj ect, 
settled at last in a wilder sort of Independency, which he 
eulogizes as " unmanacling the simple and pure light of the 
Gospel from the chains and fetters of cold and dead forma- 
lity, and of restrictive and compulsory power." Jlis lan- 
guage in these two works is more assimilated to that of the 
Seekers or Quakers, which it resembles in the cloudy mys- 
teriousness of its phraseology, than that of the more rational 
and sober writers of the Independent school. Amongst the 
dregs of fanaticism of which they consist, the reader will 
look in vain for any germ or promise of future excellence or 
distinction as an author. It would seem that he preached 
the sermons contained in " The Judgment Set and Books 
Opened " at the church of All-Hallows, Lombard-street, at 
which he must have been for some time the officiating 
minister, and where tlie amusing incident, in which Webster 
was concerned, narrated by Wood, which had many a parallel 
in those times, no doubt occurred. "On the 12th of Oct., 
1653," says the author of the Athena:.,^ "he (('. c. William 

In leoerail Serniont at AlkaUovia Lumhardslreel, By John Webtler, A 
terwmt of Chria and hit Church. Micah 3. 5. 4^. TAia saith ihe Lord, 
amceming the Prophet» that make mi/ /leople erte, l/iat bile with their teeth, 
and ay peace: and he that putletk not into their mouths, Ijiey prepare war 
Offaintt him : There/ore night ahaB be upon them, thai Ihcy ahall not haee a 
virion, SfV. The Sun thaU goe doiea oeer the prophets, and the Day shall be 
dark. Their *eer» shaU be ashamed, and the Devinert confounded : yea, 
they ihail All cover their lips, for there is no answer of Ood" London, 
1654, 4to. 

' AtJien. Oron., Vol. ii., p. 175. Edit, 1721. 
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Erbur)') with John Webster, sometimes a Cambridge scholar, 
endeavoured to knock down learning and the ministry both 
together, in a disputation that thej then had against two 
ministers in a church in Lombard-street, in London. Erbury 
then declared that the wisest ministers and purest churches 
were at that time befool'd, confounded, and defil'd, by reason 
of learning. Another while he said, that the ministry were 
monsters, beasts, asses, greedy dogs, false prophets ; and that 
they are the Beast with seven heads and ten horns. The 
same person also spoke out and said that Babylon is the Church 
in her ministers, and that tlie Great Whore is the Church 
in her worship, &c. ; so that with him there was an end of 
ministers and churches and ordinations altogether. While 
these things were babbled to and frO, the multitude being 
of various opinions, began to mutter, and many to cry out, 
and immediately it came to a meeting or tumult, (call it 
which you please,) wherein the women bore away the Bell, but 
lost some of them their kerchiefs : and the dispute being hot, 
there was more danger of pulling down the church than the 
ministry."^ 

Of Erbury who, being originally in holy orders and a 
beneficed clergyman, deserted the Established Church and 
ran into all the excesses of Antinomianism, Webster was a 
great admirer, and has in a preface, hitherto unnoticed, 
prefixed to a scarce tract of Erbury's, entitled " The great 
Earthquake, or Fall of all the Churches," published in 1654, 
4to, left a sketch of his opinions and character, in which 



' Old Anthony chronicles this b&ttle of the kerchieft with a Biy humour 
very different from hia uaual solemn matter-of fact-stylo. 



I 
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his defence is undertaken with ^eat zeal and no small 
ingenuity. One of his apologist's conclusions most of 
Erbury's readers will find no difficulty in assenting to, " the 
world is not ripe for such discoveries as our author held 
forth." The verses which are appended to this sketch, 
characterizing Erbury — 



Who did tho Baintahip sever 

From the opinion ; this feib, that shall never, 

Ohymiat of Truth and Gospel ;"— 

are, ^so, evidently Webster's, and their quality is not such 
as to make us unreasonably impatient for any further mani- 
festations of his poetical skill. In the year 1654 he pub- 
Ushed another tract of singular interest and curiosity, in 
which he attacks the Universities and the received system 
of education there, always with vigour and various learning, 
and frequently with success. It is entitled " Academiarum 
Examen, or the Examination of Academies; wherein is 
discussed and examined the matter, method, and custoraes 
of academick and scholastic learning, and the insufficiency 
thereof discovered and laid open ; as also some expedients 
proposed for the reforming of schools, and the perfecting 
and promoting of all kind of science ; offered to the judg- 
ment of all those that love the proficiencie of arts and 
sciences and the advancement of learning. By Jo. Webster. 
In moribus et institutis academiarum, collegiorum et 
similium conventium quo ad doctorum hominum sedes et 
operas mutuas dcstinata sunt, omnia progressui scientlarum 
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in iilterius adversa inTeairi. Franc. Bacon do Venilamio 
lib. de cogitat. et %-is. pag. mihi. 14. London : Printed 
for Giles Calvert, and are to be sold at the sign of the 
Blacli Spread-Eagle, at the west end of Paul's. 1654." 4to. 
In this tract, which, like some other attacks upon the seats 
of learning, displays more power in objection than in 
substitution, in pulling down than in building up ag^n, 
he shews the same fondness for the philosophers of the 
Hermetic school, for Paracelsus, Dee, Fludd and Van 
Helmont, and the same adhesion to planetary sig^ls, 
astrology, and the doctrine of sympathies and primaeval 
signatures, which is perceptible in the deliberate perform- 
ance of liis old age. Of himself he observes: "I owe little 
to the advantages of those things called the goods of fortune, 
but most (next under the goodness of God) to industry : 
however, I am a free born Englishman, a citizen of the 
world and a seeker of knowledge, and am wiUing to teach 
what I know, and learn what I know not." No one can 
read the Academiarum E^amen without feeling that it is 
the production of a vigorous and powerful mind, which had 
"tasted," and that not scantily, of the "sweet fruit of far 
fetched and dear bought science." Yet it still remains a lite- 
rary problem rather difficult of solution, how a performance 
so clear, well digested, and rational, could proceed, and that 
contemporaneously, from the same author as the cloudy and 
fenatical "Judgment Set and Books Opened." On behalf of 
the Universities, answerers started up in the persons of Ward 
and Wilkins, both afterwards bishops, and tlic part taken by 
the first of them in the controversy was considered of sufficient 
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importaDL'C to Ibrin matter of commemoration in his monu- 
( mental inscription. Two opponents so famous, might 
I almost seem to threaten extinction to one, of whom it could 
' only bo said, that he had been an obscure coimtry school- 
master, and whose acquirements, whatever they were, were 
mainly the result of his own unassisted study. In the joint 
answer, the title of which is " Vindiciai Academiarum, 
I containing some briefe animadversions upon Mr. Webster's 
book entitled the 'Examination of Acg,deraies,' together 
with an appendix concerning what Mr Hobbes and Mr. Dell 
have published in this argument, Oxford, 1654," 4to., there 
is no want of bitterness nor of controversial skill, but 
I though, particularly in the limited arena of the prescribed 
I course of academical study, the knowledge displayed in it 
is more exact, there is neither visible in it the same power 
r of mind, nor the same breadth of views, nor even the same 
variety of learning, as is conspicuous in the original tract. 
This, with the two fanatical pieces whicli Webster published 
contemporaneously with it, were entirely unknown to his 
biographer. Dr. Whitaker, who has ceded him a place 
amongst the distinguished natives and residents of the 
parish of Whalley, in the full confidence "that there is no 
puritanical taint in his writings, and that his taste had 
evidently been formed upon better models'" Had these 

' What would Dr. Wliitalicr have thouglit of tlie following cjqiloBion, in 
which Webster sounds tlie tocsici with a vehemence and vigour which no 
Mocbriar or Kcttledrumle of the period conld have siir[)a88ed. Tho extract 
is from liis Jiuigmfnt Sfl ami Book* Opened: — 

"All those that claim nii Ordinaticm l>y Mun, or from Man, that spcuk 
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early theological and literary delinquencies of the physician 
of Ciithcroc been communicated to his historian, it may be 
questioned whether the portals of his provincial temple of 
fame would have opened to receive so heinous a transgressor. 
But Dr. Whitaker's deduction would have been perhaps 
perfectly warrantable, had Webster left no remains but his 
History of Metals, and Displacing of Witcha-afl — so little 
do an author's latest works afford a clue to the character 
of his earliest. From 1654 to 1671, when he published 
his History of Metals, little is known of Webster's course of 
life. lie appears to have retired into the country and 
devoted himself to medical practice and study, and to have 
taken up his residence in or near Clitheroe. He complains, 

from tlic Spirit of the World, from Wit, Learning and Humane Reason, who 
Preach for Hire, and niakc Meruhandizc of the SouIb of Men; I witness 
they arc all Baol'a Priests and IdoI-Shephcrds, who destroy tho Sheep, and 
arc Thcivea and Robbers, who came not in by the Door of the Sheep-foJiI, 
but climbed up another way, and are the Magicians, Soreererg, Inchantert, 
Soot/uoyeri, Necromanrtrt, and Coniullert Kith Familiar Spirili, rchirh the 
Lard teHi cut off out of the Land, so that his People shall have no more 
Buoihsnyers ; and as Jannea and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these resist 
the Truth ; Men of corrupt Minds, reprobate concerning the Faith ; but they 
shall proceed no farther, for their Folly shall be manifest to all Men, as theirs 
also wna. Woe unto them, for they hove gone in the way of Cain, and ran 
greedily after the Errors of Balaam, for Reward, and Perished in the Gain- 
saying of Core. These are Spots in your Feasts of Charity, when they 
FcBst with you, feeding themselveB without fear: Clouds they arc without 
Water, corned of Winds; Trees, whose Fruit withered, without Fruit, 
twice dead, plucked up by the Roots : Raging Waves of the Sea, foaming 
out llieir own Shame, wandring Stars, to wlioni is reserved the blackness of 
Darkness for ever." 
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that in the year 1058 all his books and papers were taken 
from him, an abstraction which, so far as his manuscripts 
are concerned, posterity is not called upon to lament, If 
they all resembled his Judgment Set and Books Opened. 
But his capacious and acute understanding was gradually 
unfolding new resources, supplying the defects, and over^ 
coming the disadvantages of his imperfect education and 
desultory and irregular studies, while his matured and enligh- 
tened judgment had abandoned and discarded the fanatical 
pravities and erroneous tenets, which his ardent enthusiasm 
had too hastily imbibed. When he again became a candi- 
date for the honours of authorship, it was evident that lie 
knew well how to apply those quarries of learning into 
which, during his long recess, he had been dicing so 
indefatigably, to furnish materials for solid and durable 
structures, rising in honourable and gratifying contrast to 
the fabrics which had preceded them. In 1671 came forth 
his " Metallographia, or History of Metals,'" in which all 



' ^"^ MelattograpJiia : or. An Hiitort/ of MetaU. Wherein is dedaredthe 
lipu of Ores and MineraU both before and after digging, the eausei and 
manner of their generationg, tiieir kindt, »ort» and difference* ; urith fit 
dateription of sundry neic Metals or Semi'3felai», and many other tkingt 
pertaining to Mineral knovledge. A» oho, the handling and shewing of their 
Vtyetability, and the dise-astion of the moet difiicuU Questions belonging to 
Jfyttical Chymistry, as of the PhiloiopAers Gold, their Mercury, the Liquor 
Alkahett, Aurum potaiile, and such Hie. Gathered forth of the most approved 
Authors that haoe written in Greek, Latine, or High Dutch ; With some 
Observations and Diseoeerica of the Author himself By John Wcbiler, 
Practitioner in PhytieJk and Chirurgery. Q»i principia naluralia in seipao 
ignoraeerit, hie jam midtiim remotus rsl nb arte nostra, quoniam non habet 
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that recondite learniug and extensive observation could 
bring together, on a subject which experiment had 
scarcely yet placed npou a rational basis, is collected. 
He styles himself on the Title page, " Practitioner in 
Physic and Chirui^ery." In 1677, he published his great 
work. Its Title is " The Displaying of supposed Witch- 
craft. Wherein is affirmed that there are many sorts of 
Deceivers and Impostors. And Divers persons under a 
passive Delusion of Melancholy and Fancy. But that there 
is a Corporeal League made betwixt the Devil and the 
Witch, Or that he sucks on tlie Witches Body, has Carnal 
Copulation, or that Witches are turned into Cats, Dogs, 
raise Tempests, or the like, is utterly denied and disproved. 
^Vherein also is handled, the Existence of Angels and 
Spirits, the truth of Apparitions, the Nature of Astral and 
Sydereal Spirits, the force of Charms and Philters ; with 
other abstruse matters. By John Webster, Practitioner in 
Physic. Falsre etenim opiniones Hominum priEOCCupantes, 
non solum surdos. sed et ca?cos faciunt, ita ut videre ne- 
qucant, quae aliis perspicua apparent. Galen, lib. 8. de 
Comp, Med. London, Printed by J. M. and are to be sold 
by the Booksellers in London. 1677," (fol.) In this 
memorable book he exhausts the subject, as far as it is 




radieem veram tttpra quam inteulionem tua. 
let. p. 21. 

la datur tcUurii npcrlo , 



ifundet. Oeher. Sum, perfeet. 



It ifitam q«i» ditcerpurit nrhurejirtiu. 



London. PrintrA hi/ A. C.Jbr Walter KeUiUiy at the Bithopt-Uead in Dtick- 
laae, 1671, 4/0. 
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possible to do so, by powerful ridicule, cogent arguments, 
and the most various and well applied learning, leaving to 
Hutchinson, and others who have since followed in his 
track, little further necessary than to reproduce his facts 
and reasonings in a more popular, it can scarcely be said, 
in a more effective, form.' Those who love literary paral- 
lels may compare Webster, as he appears in this his last 

' Dr. Wliitakcr's assertioD, that Webster wa§ "neglected alike bj the 
wise and unwise," seems to be a mere ffrtUig dictum. The age of folios 
waa rapidly passing away ; but few folios of the period nppew to have been 
more generally read, if we are to judge at least from its being frequently 
mentioned and quoted, than Webster's Dinplaffivj of Soppoted Witehcraft. 
The eame able writer's " Doubt whether Sir Matthew Hale ever read 
Webster's Diicoeery ofSuppoted Witchcraft^' miglit easily have been satis- 
fied by a reference to any common life of that great judge, which would 
haro shown the historian of Whallcy that Hale died before the hook was 
published. Nor is Dr. Wliitaker correct in stating that nil tradition of 
Webster ia now lost in the neighbourhood where he resided. The fol- 
lowing anecdote, which would hove delighted him, I had from an old 
inhabitant of Burnley, to whom it bad been handed down by bis grand- 
father : ~ In the days of Webster's fanaticbm, during the usurpation, ho ia 
stated, in the zealous crusade then so common against superstitious relics, to 
have headed a party by whom the three venerable crosses, now set up in 
thecburchyardof Wliallcy, commonly called theCrosscsof Patdinns, and sup- 
posed to be coeval with the first preaching of Christianity in the North of 
England, were removed and taken away from their site and appropriated as 
a boundary fence for some adjoining fields. After the Restoration, and 
when his religious views had become sobered and settled, he is said, in an 
eager desire to atone for the desecration of which he had been guilty, to 
have purchased the crosses from the person who was then in possession of 
them, and to have been at the cost of re-erecting them on their present 
site, from which no sacrilegious band will, I trust, ever again remove them. 
It is further said, that Webster's favourite and regular walk, in the latter 
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and most characteristic performance, with two famous 
medical contemporaries, Sir Thomas Browne, and Tliomas 
Bartholinus the Dane, whom he strongly resembled in the 
character of his mind, in the complexion and variety of 
his studies, in grave simplicity, in exactness of obser\'ation, 
in general philosophical incredulity with some startling 
reserves, in elaborate and massive ratiocination, and in the 
enthusiasm, subdued but not extinguished, which gives zest 
to his speculations and poignancy and colouring to his style. 
He who seeks to measure great men in their strength and 
in their weakness, and what operation of literary analysis is 
more instructive or delightful, will find ample employment 

part of his life, li]l hia infirmities rendered him unable to tate esercise 
of any kiad, was to the remains of Whalley Abbey; and that a path along 
the banks of the stream which glides by those most picturesque and ])leasing 
mlna, was long called " Webster's Walk." If this tradition be founded in 
fact, and I give it as I received it, John Webster, of Clitheroe, if not 
identical, as Mr. Collier has contended, with the dramatic poet of that 
name, must have felt somctliing assimilated in spirit to the fine inspiration 
of those noble lines of the latter : — 



" I do love these ancient niinB. 
We never tread upon them but we set 
Our foot upon some reverend history ; 
And, questionless, here in this open court, 
Which now lies naked to the injuries 
Of stonny weather, some men lie interred that 
Lov'd the Church so well and gave so largely to't, 
They thought it should have canopied their bones 
Till doomsday : but all things have their end. 
Churches and cities, which have diseases Uke to me 
Must have like death that we have." 
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for collation and comparison in this extraordinary book, in 
which, keen as is the penetration displayed on almost every 
subject of imposition and delusion, he appears still to cling, 
with the obstinacy of a veteran, to some of the darling 
Dalilahs of his youth, " to the admirable and soul-ravishing 
knowledge of the three great Hypostatical principles of 
nature, salt, sulphur, and mercury," and, proh piidw ! to 
alchemy and astrology — and those seraphic doctors and 
professors, CroUius, Libavius, and Van Helmont. He closed 
his literary performances with this noble fabric of logic and 
learning, not the less striking, and scarcely less useful, 
because it is chequered by some of the mosaic work of 
human imperfection, — a performance which may be said to 
have grown up under the umbrage of Pendle, and which 
he might have bequeathed to its future Demdikes and 
Chattox's as an amulet of irresistible power.' 

' Webster's death took place on tlie 18th June, 1682. He left an 
extensive library, composed principally of chemical, hemieticul, and phi- 
loBophical works, of which the MSS. catalogue is now in the possessioD 
of my friend, the Rev. T. Corscr. I have two books which appear to 
have at one time formed part of his collection, from having his favourite 
signature, Johannes Hyphantes, in his autograph, on the title pages. Before 
I conclude with Webster, I ought perhaps to observe, that in the valuable 
edition of the works of Webster, the dramatic poet, published by the Rev. 
A. Dycc, that most accurate and judicious editor has proved indisputably, by 
an elaborate argument, that the John Webster, the writer of the Examen 
Aeademiarum, and John Webster, the autlior of the Ditji^aying of Sup- 
posed Witeliera/i, were one and the same person, who was not identical with 
the dramatic writer of the same name. Mr. Dyce does not, tiowevcr, appear 
to linve been aware, that the Identity of the autlior of the Eramen Aeade- 
ind the writer on witchcraft is ilistinctlv stated bv Dr. Hcnrv More, 

/ 
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But it is necessary to proceed from the authors on witch- 
craft to that extraordinary case which forms the subject of 

in his Prtxfaiio Oeneralisrima to the Latin edition of hia works, whose 
testimony being that of a contempoTsry, who was, like Webster, "b Cam- 
hridge acLoW," may perhaps be considered sufficient, without resorting to 
internal and circumatonljal evidence. The inscription on Webster's monn- 
ment in the chapel of St. Mary Magdalen, at Clitheroe, is too chancteriitic 
and curious to be omitted. I give it entire : — 

" Qui hancjiffuram inteUigunt 
Me etiam itUeBtxitte, inldligeta. 




Hiejaeet i^ottu mundo, mertutque tttmuUu 
IneidicE, temper mem tamen t^gua/uil, 
Midla tulit ceterum ui teiret aeereta tophorum 
Ac tandem ciret noverit ignit aqitee. 



Johatmet Hyf^ntea sive Webtter, 
In villa Spinota mpermontana, in 
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the present republication, and which first gave to Pendle its 
title to be considered as the Hartz Forest of England. 

The Forest of Pendle is a portion of the greater one of 
Blackburnshire, and is so called from the celebrated moun- 
tain of that name, over the declivity of which it extends and 
stretches in a long but interrupted descent of five mUes, to 
the water of PeinUe, a barren and dreary tract. Dr. Whi- 
taker observes of this and the neighbouring forests, and the 
remark even yet holds good, " that they still bear the marks 
of original barrenness, and recent cultivation ; that they are 
still distinguished from the ancient freehold tracts around 
tliem, by want of old houses, old woods, high fences ; (for 
these were forbidden by the forest laws;) by pecuharities of 
dialect aud manners in their inhabitants; and lastly, by a 
general air of poverty which all the opulence of manu- 
factures cannot remove." He considers that "at an un- 
certain period during the occupancy of the Lacies, the first 
principle of population " (in these forests) commenced; it 
was found that these wilds, bleak and barren as they were, 
might be occupied to some advantage in breeding young and 
depasturing lean " cattle, which were afterwards fattened in 
the lower domains. Vaccaries, or great upland pastures, 
were laid out for this purpose ; bootks or mansions erected 



Paroehia Stltup eueulatcg, in agro 

E&oraeensi, naiut 1610 Feb. 3, 

Ergaslulum animce deposuit 1682, Junit 18, 

Annoq. atatit turn 72 eurrenle. 
cq. peroramt morient mundo huic valedtcetu, 
•irea pni tivit^ reguiet (elerna repul/U.' 
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upon them for the residence of herdsmen ; and at the same 
time that herds of deer were permitted to range at large as 
heretofore, lawnds, by which are meant parks within a forest, 
were inclosed, in order to chase them with greater facility, 
or, by confinement, to produce fatter venison. Of these 
lawnds Pendle had new and old lawnd, with the contiguous 
park of Ightenhill." 

In the early part of the seventeenth century, the inha^ 
bitants of this district must have been, with few exceptions, 
a wretchedly poor and uncultivated race, having little com- 
munication with the occupants of the more fertile regions 
around them, and in whose minds superstition, even yet 
unextinguished, must have had absolute and uncontrollable 
domination. Under the disenchanting influence of steam, 
manufactures, and projected rail-roads, still much of the old 
character of its population remains. Hodie inanent vestigia 
run's. The " parting genius " of superstition still clings to 
the hoary hill tops and ru^ed slopes and mossy water sides, 
along which the old forest stretched its length, and the voices 
of ancestral tradition are still heard to speak from the depth of 
its quiet hollows, and along the course of its gurgling streams. 
He who visits Pendle' will yet find that charms are generally 

' It W08 my good fortune to visit thia wi sard-haunted spot within the 
lost few wccVh, in compaDy with the able and zcolous Archdeacon* within 
wboBc ecclesiutical cure it is comprized, and to whose singularly accurate 
knowledge of this district, and courteoua communication of much valuable 
information regarding it, I bold myself greatly indehted. Following, with 

* The VeoermblB the Arehdsaeon of Mvigbeatcr, the Rot. John Rushton, who 
JB also the Incumbent of Now Church, in I'endlo. 
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resorted to amongst the lower classes ; that there arc hares 
which, in their persuasion, never can be caught, and which 
survive only to baffle and confound the huntsman ; that 
each small hamlet has its peculiar and gifted personage, 
whom it is dangerous to offend ; that the wise man and 
wise woman (the white witches of our ancestors) still continue 
their investigations of truth, undisturbed by the rural police 
or the progress of the schoolmaster ; that each locality haa 
its haunted house ; that apparitions still walk their ghostly 
rounds — and little would his reputation for piety avail that 
clergyman in the eyes of his parishioners who should refuse 
to lay those " extravagant and erring spirits," when requested, 
by those due liturgic ceremonies which the orthodoxy of 
tradition requires. 

In the early part of the reign of James the first, and at 
the period when his execrable statute against witchcraft might 
have been sharpening its appetite by a temporary fast for the 
full meal of blood by which it was eventually glutted, — for 
as yet it could count no recorded victims, — two wretched old 



nnequBl BtepB, such & guide, accompanied, likewise, by an excellent Ccmon 
of the Chureht with all the " annamentaria cteli" at commoDd against 
the powers of darkness, and a lay auxiliary,! whose friendly converse would 
make the roughest journey api>ear smooth, I need scarcely say, I passed 
through 

" The forest wyde. 

Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd 

Full griesly seeni'd," 
unscathed by the old lords of ttie soil, and needed not MeiiguHS Fuga, 
Fusds et Plftgellum Diemonum, as a triple coat of mail. 



t- Tlie Rot. Cniion Parkiuiiiiii. 



t J. B. Watiklyn, E»q. 
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women with their families resided in the Forest of Peudle. 
Their names were Elizabeth Southernes and Ann Wliittle, 
better known, perhaps, in the chronicles of witchcraft, by the 
appellations of Old Demdike and Old Chattox.' Both had 
attained, or had reached the verge of the advanced age of 
eighty, were evidently in a state of extreme poverty, subsisting 
with their families by occasional employment, by mendi- 
cancy, but principally, perhaps, by the assumption of that 
unlawful power, which commerce with spii-its of evil was 
supposed to procure, and of which their sex, life, appear- 
ance, and peculiarities, might seem to the prejudiced neigh- 
bourhood in the Forest to render them not unsuitable 
depositaries. In both, perhaps, some y-indictive wish, which 
appeared to have been gratified nearly as soon as uttered, or 
some one of those curious coincidences which no individual's 
life is without, led to an impression which time, habit, and 
general recognition would gradually deepen into full con- 
viction, that each really possessed the powers which witch- 
craft was believed to confer. Whether it be with witches as 
it is said to be with a much maligned branch of a certain 
profession, that it needs two of its members in a district to 
make its ex;ercise profitable, it is not for me to say ; but it is 
seldom found that competition is accompanied by any very 
amicable feeling in the competitors, or by a disposition to 
underrate the value of the merchandize which each has to 
offer for sale. Accordingly, great was the rivalry, constant 

' The Archdeacon of Manchester suggests that this is merely a corrup- 
tion of Chadwick or Cliadwicks, and not, a« expiuned in the Note, p. 19, 
from her chattering as she went along. 
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the feuds, and unintermitting the respective criminations of 
the Erictho and Canidia of Pendle,^ who had opened shops 
for the vending of similar contraband commodities, and 
were called upon to decry each other's stock, as well as 
to magnify their own. Each " gave her little senate laws," 
and had her own party (or tail, according to modem 
phraseology) in the Forest, Some looked up to and 
patronized one, and some the other. If old Demdike could 
boast that she had Tibb as a familiar, old Chattox was 
not without her Fancy. If the former had skill in waxen 
images, the latter could dig up the scalps of the dead, and 
make their teeth serviceable to her unhallowed purposes. 
In the anxiety which each felt to outvie the other, and 
to secure the greater share of the general custom of a 
not very extended or very lucrative market, each would wish 
to be represented as more death-dealing, destructive, and 
powerfiil than her neighbour ; and she who could number up 
the most goodly assortment of damage done to man and 
beast, whether real or not was quite immaterial, as long as 
the draught was spiced and flavoured to suit the general 
taste, stood the best chance of obtaining a monopoly. It is 
a curious fact, that the son-in-law of one of these two indivi- 
duals, and whose wife was herself executed as a witch, paid 
to the other a yearly rent,* on an express covenant that she 



1 These bickerings were do doubt exasperated bj the robbery committed 
upon old Demdike and Alizon Device, which is detailed in the examinfttioaa, 
Bome of the opima spolia abstmcted on which occasion she detected on 
the penon of old Cfaattox's daughter. 

' Of an aghendole of men!. Since writing the Note, p. 23, I am in- 
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should exempt him from her charms and witchcrafts. Where 
the possession of a commission from the powers of darkness 
was thus eagerly and ostentatiously paraded, every death, the 
cause of which was not perfectly obvious, whether it ended 
in a sudden termination or a slow and gradual decline, would 
be placed to the general account of one of the two (to use 
Master Potts's desciiption,) "agents for the devil in those 
parts," as the party responsible for these unclaimed dividends 
of mortality. Did a cow go mad, or was a horse unaccountably 
afflicted with the staggers, the same solution was always at 
hand to clear negligence and save the trouble of inquiry ; 
and so far from modestly disclaiming these atrocities, the 
only struggle on the parts of Mothers Demdike and Cliattox 
would be which should first appropriate them. And in all 
this it must not be forgotten that their own credulity was at 
least as great as the credulity of their neighbours, and that 
each hatl the power in question was so much an admitted 
point, that she had long ceased, in all probability, to enter- 
tain any doubts on the subject. With this general conviction 
on one hand, and a sincere persuasion on the other, it would 
be surprising if, in the course of a few years, the scandalous 
chronicle of Pendle had not accumulated a corpm delicti 



debced to Miss Ctegg, of Hallfoot, near Clitheroe, for infomiation us to the 
exact quantity contained in an oghcndole, ivhicli is eight pounds. Tliis 
measure, she infonnH me, is stil] in use in Little Harwood, in the diHtrict 
of Pendle. The Archdeacon of Manchester coiisidcre that nn nglipii- 
dole, or more properly, as generally pronounced, u nackendole, is a Imcnd- 
ing'dole, the ijuantity of meal, &i;. usually taken for kneading at one time. 
There con be no doubt that thin is the correct derivation. 
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agMnst them, which only required that " one of his Majesties 
Justices in these parts, a very religiou^s honest gentleman, 
painful in the service of his country^'' should work the ma- 
terials into shape, and make '* the gruel thick and slab." 

Such a man was soon found in the representative of the 
old family of the Nowels of Read, who, desirous of signalizing 
himself as an active and stirring justice, took up the case of 
these self-accusing culprits, for both made confessions when 
examined before him, with a vigour worthy of a better 
cause. On the 2nd April, 1612, he committed old Deradike, 
old Chattox, Alizon Device, and Anne Redfem to Lan- 
caster, to take their trial at the next assizes for various 
murders and witchcrafts. " Here," says the faithful chron- 
icler. Master Potts, "they had not stayed a weeke, when 
their children and friendes being abroad at libertie, 
laboured a speciall meeting at Malking Tower* in the 

' Bajneg coafouiids Malking-Tower with Hoor-BtoneB, a place rendered 

famoas by the second cose of pretended witchcraft in 1633, bnt at aome 

distaace irom the Rrst-iianied spot, tlie reaidence of Mother Demdike, 

which lies in the township of Barrowfoni. The witch's mansion — 

" Where that same wicked wight 

Her dwelling had — 

Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy grave 

That still for carrion carcases doth crave. 

On top whereof ay dwelt the ghastly owie. 

Shrieking his baleful note, which ever drave 

Far from tliat haunt all other cheerful fowl. 

And all about it wandering ghosts did wail and howle" — 
is now, alas! no more. It stood in a field a little elevated, on a brow 
above the building at present called Malking-Tower. The site of the 
house or cottage ts still distinctly traceable, and fragments of the plaster 

.9 
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Forrest of PenJIe, \'poii Good-fryday, within a weeke after 
they were committed, of all the most dangerous, wicked, 
and damnable witches in the county farre and neere. 
Vpon Good-fryday they met, according to solemne appoynt- 
ment, solemnized this great festiuall day according to their 
former order, with great cheare, merry company, and much 
conference. In the end, in this great asserahlie it was de- 
creed that M. Covell, [he was the gaoler of Lancaster Castle,] 
by reason of his Office, shall be slaine before the next 
Assises, the Castle at Lancaster to be blown up," &c., &c. 
This witches' convention, so historically famous, we im- 
questionably owe to the " painful justice" whose scent after 
witches and plots entitled him to a promotion which he did 
not obtain. An overt act so alarming and so indisputable, 
at once threw the country, far and near, into the greatest 
ferment — -furiis surrexit Etruria jnsds — while it supplied 
an admirable loais in quo for tracing those whose re- 
tiring habits had prevented their propensities to witch- 
craft from being generally known to their intimate iriends 



are yet to be found imbedded in the boundary n'oll of the field. The old 
road to Gisburne ran almost close to it. It cooimaaded a most cxtenaiTe 
prospect in front, in llie direction of Alkincoates, Colne, and the York- 
shire moors ; while in another direction the vast range of Pendle, nearly 
intercepted, gloomed in sullen mnjesty. At the period when Mother 
Dcmdike woa in being, Malkiug-Tower would be at some distance from 
any other habitation ; its occupier, as the vulgar would opine — 
"So choosing eolitarie to abide 
Far from aJl neighbours, that her denlisli decdes 
And hcliisL arts from people slie might hide. 
And hurt fiu off unknown whomever she envide." 
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and connexions. The witness by whose evidence this 
legend was principally supported, was Jennet Device, a 
child about nine years old, and grand-daughter of old 
Demdike. A more dangerous tool in the hands of an 
unscrupulous evidence-compeller, being at once intelligent, 
cunning and pliant, than the child proved herself, it would 
not have been easy to have discovered. A foundation 
being now laid capable of embracing any body of confeder- 
ates, the indefatigable justice proceeded in his inquiries, 
and in the end, Elizabeth Device the daughter of old Dem- 
dike, James Device her sou, Alice Nutter, Katherine Hewitt, 
John Bulcock, Jane Bulcock, with some others, were com- 
mitted for trial at Lancaster. The very curious report of 
that trial is contained in the work now republished, which 
was compiled under the superintendence of the judges who 
presided, by Master Thomas Potts, clerk in court, and 
present at the trial. His report, notwithstanding its pro- 
lixity and its many repetitions, it has been thought advisable 
to publish entire, and the reprint which follows is as near 
a fao-simile as possible of the original tract. 

It is rather strange that Dr. Whitaker, to whom local 
superstitions were always matters of the strongest interest, 
and welcome as manna to the sojourners in the wilderness,' 



' In B scarce little iKwk, " The Triumph of Sovereign Grace, or a Bran J 
plucked out of the Fire, by Daviil Crosly, Minister, Mnndt ester," 1743, 
12dio., whicli I owe lo the Icinilnesa of the very able historian of Cheshire, 
George Omieroi), Ehi]., Dr. Wliitaker, to whom tlic voluinc formerly 
belonged, has been ill tlic pnins of chronicUng the superstitions connected 
with B, family, lanking nniongst the more ojiulent vconicn of C'liviger, of 
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should have been if^orant, not merely of Master Potts's 
discovery, but even of the feet of this trial of the witches in 
1612, It is equally singular that Sir Walter Scott should have 
forgotten, when writing his letters on Demonologj- and Witch- 
craft, that he had republished this tract, somewhat inaccur- 
ately, but with rather a long introduction and notes, in the 
third volume of his edition of the Somers Tracts, which 
appeared in 1810. He mentions Potts's DUcarerie, in the 
amusing but very inaccurate and imperfect historical sketch 
referred to,' as a curious and rare book, which he had then 
for the first time obtained a sight of. What could have 
been his meaning in referring his readei-s, for an account 
of Mother Demdike and a description of Malking Tower, 
to " Mr. Roby's Anti()uities of Lancaster," that apocryphal 
historian having given no such account or description, 
and having published no such work, it is rather difficult 
to conjecture. 

With all his habitual tautology and grave absurdity. 
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ifle, on iho execution of one of wLom for murder the 
The Briercliffe's, from the curious nnecdolea which 
ith great unction, appear to hove been one of those 
;<:b, (logged by some unosauagcable Nemesis, in wliich 
■c tnuiRniittcil from generation to generation with as 
e family features and name, 
full, elaborate, and satisfactory history of witchcrafl. 
ily account we have which enters at all at length into 
but his materials were generally collected 
iHucE himself principally to English coses. 
The European history of witchcraft embraces so wide a field, and rc((uirea 
for it« jnst completion a research so various, that there is little probability, 
I fear, of [his detideralum being speedily supplied. 



tract V 

the Doctor gives ' 
gloomy and fated r 
crime and horror 
much certainty as t 
' Wo yet want 
Hutchinson's is the 
the det»il of the various cases 
from common sources, and he 
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Master Potts is, nevertheless, a faithful and accurate chro- 
nicler, and we owe his memory somewhat for furnishing us 
with so elaborate a report of what took place on this trial, 
and giving us, " in their own country terms," the examina- 
tions of the witnesses, which contain ranch which throws 
light on the manners and language of the times, and nearly 
all that is necessary to enable us to form a judgment on the 
proceedings. It will be observed that he follows with great 
exactness the course pursued in court, in opening the case 
and recapitulating the evidence separately against each pri- 
soner, so as most graphically to place before us the wliole 
scene as it occurred. The part in which he is felt to be 
most deficient, is in the want of some further account of 
the prisoners convicted, from the trial up to the time of 
their execution. To Master Potts, a man of legal forms 
and ceremonies, the entire interest in the case seems to 
have come in and gone out with the judge's trumpets. 

As most of the points in the trial wliich appeared to 
require observation, have been adverted to in the notes 
which follow the reprint, it is not considered necessary to 
enter into any analysis or review of the evidence adduced 
at the trial, which presents such a miserable mockery of 
justice. Mother Demdike, it will be seen, died in prison 
before the trial came on. Of the Pendle witches four, 
namely Old Chattox, Elizabeth Device, James Device, and 
Alizon Device, had all made confessions, and had little 
chance, therefore, of escaping condemnation. They were 
all found guilty ; and with them were convicted, Anne 
Redfem. Alice Nutter. Katherine Hewitt. John Bulcock, 
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and Jane Bulcock, who were all of Pendle or its neigh- 
bourhood, and who maintained their innocence and refused 
to make any confession. They were executed, along with 
the firstr-raentioned four and Isabel Robey, who was of 
Windle, in the parish of Prescot, and had been found 
guilty of similar practises, the day after the trial, viz. on 
the 18th of August, 1612, "at the common place of execu- 
tion near to Lancaster." 

The main interest in reviewing this miserable band of 
victims will be felt to centre in Alice Nutter.' Wealthy, 
well conducted, well connected, and placed probably on an 
equality with most of the neighbouring tamdies and the 
magistrate before whom she was brought, and by whom 
she was committed, she deserves to be distinguished from 

' The explorer of Pendle will find the nuuiHion of Alice Nutter, Rougli 
Lcc, still standing. It is impossible to look at it, recoHectiDg the circum- 
stances of Ler cose, without being strongly interested. It is a. very sub- 
stantial, and ruthcr a, fine specimen of the liouses of the inferior gentry in 
tho time of James the first, and is now divided into cottages. On one of 
the side walls ia on inscription, almost entirely obliterated, which contained 
tho date of the building and the initials of the name of iC« first owner. At 
a httle distance from Rough Leo, pursuing tho course of the stream, ho will 
find the foundations of an ancient mill, Euid the millstones still unremoved, 
though the building itself has been pulled down long ago. This was, 
doubtless, the mill of Richard Baldwin, tho miller, who, as stated iu Old 
Demdike's confession, ejected her and Alizon Device her doughter, from 
his land so contumeliously ; immediately after which her "Spirit or divell 
called Tibh appeared, and sayd Revenge thee of him," Greenhead, the 
residence of Robert Nutter, one of the reputed victims of the prisoners 
tried on this occasion, is at some distance from Rough Lcc, and is yet in 
good preservation, and occupied ae a farmhouse. 
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the companions with whom she suffered, and to attract an 
attention which has never yet been directed towards her.' 
That Jennet Device, on whose evidence she was convicted, 
was instructed to accuse her by her own nearest relatives, 
to whom " superfluous lagged the veteran on the stage," 
and that the magistrate, Roger Nowell, entered actively as 
a confederate into the conspiracy from a g:rudge entertained 
against her on account of a long disputed boundary, are 
allegations which tradition has preserved, but the truth or 
falsehood of which, at this distance of time, it is scarcely 
possible satisfactorily to examine. With such a witness, 

' The instances are very few in England in which the statute of James 
the first was brought to bear against any but the lowest claaaes of the 
people. Indeed, there are not many attempts reported to attack the rich 
and powerful with weapons derired from its prorisiona. One of such 
attempts, which did not, like that agiunst Alice Nutter, prove succesaful, is 
narrated in a curious and scarce pamphlet, whicli I linvc now before me, 
with this title — " Wonderful News from the North, or a true Relation of 
the sad and grievous Torments inflicted upon the Bodies of three children 
of Mr. George Musehamp, late of the County of Northumberland, by 
Witchcraft, and how miraculously it pleased God to strengthen them and to 
deliver them ; as also the prosecution of the say'd Witches, as by Oaths 
and their own Confessions will appear, and by the Indictment found by the 
Jury against one of them at the Sessions of the Peace hehl at Alnwick, the 
24th day of April, 1650. London, printed by T. H., and arc to be sold by 
Richard Harper at his Shop in Smithficld. 1650," ito. This was evidently 
a diabolical plot, in which these children were made the puppets, and 
which was got up to accomplish the destruction of a person of condition, 
Mrs. Dorothy Swinnow, the wife of Colonel Swinnow, of Chatton, in Nor- 
thumberland, and from whicli she hnd great difficulty in escaping. 
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however, as Jennet Device, and such an admirable engine 
as the meeting at Malking-Tower, the guests at which she 
could multiply ad libitum, doling out the plaai, as Titus 
Gates would call it, by such instalments, and in such frag- 
mentary portions, as would conduce to an easy digestion of 
the whole, the wonder seems not to be, that one unfortunate 
victim of a higher class should have perished in the meshes 
of artful and complicated villainy, but that its ramifications 
were not more extensive, and still more fatal and destruc- 
tive. From one so capable of taking a hint as the little 
precocious prodigy of wickedness, in whose examination. 
Potts tells us, " Mr. Nowell took suck great paincs," a very 
summary deliverance might be expected from troublesome 
neighbours, or still more troublesome relatives ; and if, by a 
leading question, she could only be induced to marshal 
them in their allotted places at the witches' imaginary 
banquet, there was little doubt of their taking their station 
at a place of meeting where the sad realities of life were 
only to be encountered, " the commoo place of execution 
near to Lancaster." 

The trial of the Samlesbury witches. Jennet Bierley, 
Ellen Bierley, and Jane Southworth, forms a curious 
episode in Potts's Discoperie. A Priest or Jesuit, of the 
name of Thomson, alias Southworth, had tutored the princi- 
pal evidence, Grace Sowerbuts, a girl of the age of fourteen, 
but who had not the same instinctive genius for perjury as 
Jennet Device, to accuse the three persons above mentioned 
of having bewitched her; "so that," as the indictment 
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runs, " by means thereof her body wasted and consumed." 
" The chief object," says Sir Walter Scott, " in this impos- 
ture, was doubtless the advantage and promotion of the 
Catholic cause, as the patient would have been in due time 
exorcised and the fiend dispossessed, by the same priest who 
had taught her to counterfeit the fits. Revenge against 
the women, who had become proselytes to the Church of 
England, was probably an additional motive." But the 
imposture broke down, from the inability of the principal 
witness to support the scheme of deception. Unsuccessful, 
however, as it proved, the time was well chosen, the ground- 
work excellently laid, the evidence industriously got up, and 
it must ever deserve a prominent place in the history — a 
history, how delightful when it shall be written in the 
spirit of philosophy and with due appUcation of research — 
of human fraud and imposture. 

We can only speculate, of course, on such an occasion, but 
perhaps no trial is recorded as having taken place, with the 
results of which every body, the parties convicted only ex- 
cepted, was, in all probability, better pleased or satisfied, 
than at this witch trial at Lancaster in 1612. The mob 
would be delighted with a pageant, always acceptable, in 
the execution of ten witches ; and still more, that one of 
them was of a rank superior to their own; — the judge 
had no doubt, in his opinion, avoided each horn of the di- 
lemma — the abomination mentioned in Scripture — punish- 
ing the innocent or letting the guilty go free — by tracking 
guilt with well breathed sagacity, and unravelling imposture 
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with unerring skill ; — a Jesuit had been unkennelled, a 
spectacle as gratifying to a serious Protestant in those 
days, as running down a fox to a thorough sportsman ; — 
a plot had been discovered which might have made Lancas- 
ter Castle " to topple on its warders" and " slope its head to 
its foundations," and Master Cowell, wlio had held so many 
inquests, to vanish without leaving anything in his own 
person whereon an inquest could be holden; — a pestilent 
nest of incorrigible witches had been dug out and rooted up, 
and Pendlc Hill placed under sanatory regulations; — and 
last, and not least, as affording matter of pride and exulta- 
tion to every loyal subject, a commentary had at last been 
collected for two texts, which had long called for some such 
support without finding it. King James's Demonalogy, and 
his statute against witchcraft. When the Discovei-ie of 
Master Potts, with its rich treasury of illustrative evidence, 
came to hand, would not the monarch be the happiest man 
in his dominions! 

Twenty years after the publication of the tract now re- 
printed, Pendle Forest again became the scene of pretended 
witchcrafts ; and from various circumstances, the trial which 
took place then (in 1633) has acquired even greater notoriety 
than the one which preceded it, though no Master Potts 
could be found to transmit a report of the proceedings in 
the second case, a deficiency which is greatly to be lamented. 
The particulars are substantially comprised in the following 
examination, which is given from the copy in Whitaker'a 
Whallei;, p. 213, which, on comparison, is unquestionably 
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more accurate than the other two versions, in Webster, 
p. 347, and Baines's Lancashire, vol. i. p. 604 :' — 

"The Examination of Edmund Robinson, 
"Son of Edm. Robinson, of Pendle forest, mason," taken 

' The copy in Baines is from the Harl. MSS., cod. G854, fo. 26 b, and 
though inserted in hia history ob more correct than that in Whitaker'a Whal- 
ley, is so disfigured hy errors, particularly in the names of persona and 
places, as to he utterly unintelligihle. From what source Whitalccr derived 
his transcript does not ojipear ; for the confeaaion of Margaret Johnson he 
cites Dodsn'orth MSS. in Bodleian Lib., vol. 61, p. 47. 

* " The informer was one Edmund Bohinson (yet living at the writing 
hereof, and commonly known by the name of Ned of Roughs) whose 
Father was by trade a Waller, and hut a poor Man, and they findmg 
that they were believed and had incoiimgcmcnt by the adjovning Magis- 
trates, and the perHons being committed to prison or bound over to the nest 
Agaizes, the boy, hia Father and some othera beaidea did make a [iractice to 
go from Church to Church that the Boy might reveal and discover Witches, 
pretending that there was a great number nt the pretended meeting whose 
faces he could know, and by that means they got a good living, that in a 
ahort space the Father bought a Cow or two, when he had none before. 
And it came to pass that this said Boy was brought into the Church of 
Kildivick a large parish Church, where I (being then Curate there) was 
preaching in the afternoon, and was set upon a stall (he being hut about ten 
or eleven years old) to look about him, which moved some little disturbance 
in the Congregation for a while. And after prayers I inquiring what the 
matter was, the people told me that it was the Boy that discovered Witches, 
upon which I went to the house where he was to stay all night, where I 
found him, and two very unlikely persons that did conduct him, and manage 
tlie business ; I desired to have some discourse with the Boy in private, but 
that they utterly refused ; then in the presence of a great many people, I 
took the Boy near me, and said : Good Boy tell me truly, and in earnest, 
did thou sec and hear sucli strange things of the meeting of Witches, no is 
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at Padiham before Richard Shuttleworth} and John Starkie,^ 
Esqs. two of Ills majesty's justices of the peace, within the 
county of Laiimsfer. 10th of February. a.d. 1633. 

" Who informeth upon oath, (beeinge examined concem- 
iiige tlie greate meetings of the witches) and saith, that 
upon AU-saiuts day last past, hee, this informer, beeinge 
with one Henry Parker, a neare doore neighbor to him in 
Wheatlei/-lnne,^ desyred the said Parker to give him leave to 
get some bulloes,* which hee did. In which tyme of get- 
tinge bulloes,'hee sawe two greyhounds, viz. a blacke and a 
browne one, came runninge over the next field towards liim. 
he verily thinkinge the one of them to bee Mr. Nutters,^ and 



r dill not Bomc person teach tliee 
no men not giving tlie Boy leave 
mined by two 
a question, to 

a married the 



reported by maay thot thou dost relate, i 

to say^Kuch things of thy self? But the i 

to answer, did pluck him from me, and said he liad been e 

able JuaticeB of tlie Peace, and they did never ask him such a 

whom I replied, tbe persons accused had therefore the i 

Webster's BUplaging of WUehera/i, p. 276. 

' This was Biclinrd Shuttlewonh of Gawtborp, Esq., v 
daughter and heiress of R. Fleetwood, Esq., of Barton, and died June 
16e9,'aged 82. 

' John Slarkie, Esq., of the family of Starkie of Huntroyd, the sanic 
probably wbo was ahcriffof Lancashire 9 Charles I, and one of the Heven 
demoniacs nt Clcworth in the year 1595, on whose evidence Hartley wan 
hanged for witchcraft. Having commenced so early, he must by this time 
have qualiiicd himself, if he only improved tbe adTasloges of bis Cleworth 
education,* to take the chair and proceed as professor, in all matters 
appertaining to witchcraft. 

' Wbciitley-liitie is sUlI a place of note in Pendle. 

* Wild plums. 

* It would seem as if a case of witclicraft in Pendle, without a Nutter 
in some way connected with it, could not occur. 
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the other to bee Mr. Robinsons,^ the said Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Robimon ha^inge then such like. And the said greyhounds 
came to him and fawned on him, they havinge about theire 
necks either of thera a coUer, and to either of which coUers 
was tyed a stringe, which collers as this informer affirmeth 
did shine like gould, and hee thinkinge that some either of 
Mr. Nutter's or Mr. Robinson's family should have followed 
them : but seeinge noe body to followe them, he tooke the 
said greyhounds thinkinge to hunt with them, and presently a 
hare did rise very neare before hira, at the sight whereof he 
cryed, loo, loo, but the dog^es would not run. Whereupon 
beeinge very angry, he tooke them, and with the strings 
that were at theire collers tyod either of them to a little 
bush on the next hedge, and with a rod that hee had in his 
hand, hee bett them. And in stede of the blacke greyhound, 
one Dickouson wife stoode up (a neighb!) whom this informer 
kuoweth, and in steade of the browne greyhound a little boy 
whom this informer knoweth not. At which sight this in- 
former beeinge affraid indevoured to run away : but beeinge 
stayed by the woman, viz. by Dickonsorts wife, shce put her 
hand into her pocket, and pulled out a peace of silver much 
like to a faire shillinge, and offered to give him to hould his 



• What Mr. Robinson 
name iii Peudlc. It is, li< 
mlh the aiiae af Steyer, (i 
now, or very recently wa 
Robinson, aJiat Swyer, < 
jirobabli 



The 



;nded doc! 



niipcar. It v 



,*evcr, n curious Tact, tliot a raniily of this name, 
1 Potts, eonfcssiuu of Elizabeth Dence,} is even 
to be met witli in Pendle, of whom the John 
a of the supposed victims of Witchcraft, was 
re arc few instances of an aUat being siniilarlj 



IrauBmittcd in funiilios for upwerdK of two centiirien. 
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tongue, and not to tell, wiiiche hee refused, sajiuge, nay 
thou art a witch ; Whereupon shee put her hand into her 
pocket againe, and pulled out a stringe like unto a bridle' 
that gingled, which shee put upon the litle boyes heade that 
stood up in the browne greyhounds steade ; whereupon the 
said boy stood up a white horse. Then immediately the 
said Dickonson wife tookc tliis informer before her upon the 
said horse, and carried him to a new house called Hoare- 
stones^ beinge about a quarter of a mile oft", whither, when 
they were comme, there were divers persons about the 
doore, and hee sawe divers others cominge rideinge upon 
horses of severall colours towards the said house, which 
tyed theire horses to a hedge neare to the sed house ; and 
which persons went into the sed house, to the number of 
threescore or thereabouts, as this informer thinketh, where 
they had a fyer and meate roastinge, and some other meate 
stirringe in the house, whereof a yonge woman whom hee 
this informer knoweth not, gave hiin flesh and breade upon 
a trencher, and drinke in a glasse, which, after the first 
taste, hee refused, and would have noe more, and said it was 
nought. And presently after, seeinge diverse of the com- 
pany goinge to a barn neare adio\Tieinge,^ hee followed 



' Motlier Dickenson, as Sir Walter Scott reiaarks, brings to mind the 
ma^pcian Queen in tlic Arabian Tales. 

' Tbis house is still fitanding, and though it has undergone some 
modernizations, has every appearance of having been bnilt about tbis 
period. 

' The old ham, so famous as the scene of these exploits, is no longer 
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after, and there he sawe sixe of them kneelin};e, and puU- 
inge at sixe several! roapes which were fastened or tyed to 
ye toppe of the house ; at or with which puUinge came then 
in this informers sight flesh smoakeinge, butter in lumps, 
and milke as it were syleiuge' from the said roapes, all 
which fell into basons whiche were placed under the saide 
roapes. And after that these sixe had done, there eame 
other sixe which did likewise, and duringe all the tyme of 
theire so puUinge, they made such foulo faces that feared* 
this informer, soe as hee was glad to steale out and run 
home, whom, when they wanted, some of theire company 
came runninge after him neare to a place in a high way, 
called Bog^rd-hole,* where this informer met two horsemen, 
at the sight whereof the sed persons left foUowinge him, and 
the foremost of which persons yt followed him, hee knoweth 
to bee one Loynd wife, which said wife, together with one 
Dickanson wife, and one Jenet Davies* he hath seene at 
severall tymcs in a croft or close adioninge to his fathers 

extant. A more mndcm and very BabstantiKl one ]ias now been erected 
on its sc\\e. 

' Syleing, from the verb sile or ayle, to strain, to pass through s. stniiuer. 
See JamiesoD, under " sile." 

* Frightened. 

* Boggard Hole lies in a hollow, near to Hoarstones, and is still known 
by tliat name. 

* " It ia the sport to see the en^neer hoist with liis own petar." Her 
old occupation as witness having got into other hands, Janet or Jennet 
Davics, or Device, for the person spoken of appears to be the sanie with 
the grand-daughter of Old Demdike, on whoso evidence three members 
of lier family were executed, has now to take her place amongst the wit- 
nessed against 
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house, whiche put him in a greate feare. And further, tliis 
informer saith, upon Thursday after New Yeares day last past, 
he sawe tlie sed Loynd wife sittinge upon a crosse peece of 
wood, beeinge within the cliimiiey of his father's dwellinge 
house, and hee calUnge to her, said, come downe thou 
Lnif7id wife, and immediately the scd Loynd wife went up 
out of his sight. And further, this informer saith, yt after 
hee was comma from ye company aforesed to liis father's 
house, beeinge towards eveninge, his father bad him goe 
fetch home two kyne to seale,' and in the way, in a field 
called the Oilers, hee chanced to hap uikju a boy, who began 
to quarrell with him, and they fought see together till this 
informer had his eares made very bloody by fightinge, and 
lookinge downe, hee sawe the boy had a cloven foote, at 
which sight hee was attraid, and ran away from him to 
seeke the kyne. And in the way hee sawe a light like a 
lanthome, towards which he made hast, supposinge it to bee 
can'ied by some of Mr. Robinson's people : But wlien hee 
came to the place, hee onley found a woman standinge on a 
bridge, whom, when hee sawe her, he knewe to bee Loynd 
wife, and knowinge her, he turned backe againe, and irame- 
diatly hee met with ye aforesed boy, from whom he offered 
to run, which boy gave him a blow on the back which 
caus'd him to cry. And hee farther saith, yt when hee was 
in the bame, he sawe three women take three pictures trom 



' Seale, Ih>m sele, >. n joke for binding cattle in the stall. Sal (A. S.) 
denotes "a collar or bond." Somner. Sile (Isl.) seoms to bear tbe Tcry 
HBjnc sense with our sele, being exp. a ligament of leather by which cattle 
and other things are bound. Vide Jaraioaon, under " aele." 
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off the beame, in the which pictures inany thomes, or 
such like things stieked, and yt Loynd wife tooke one 
of the said pictures downe, but thother two women jt 
tooke thother two pictures downe hee knoweth not.^ 

' Haywood and Broome, in their play, " The late Lancaehire Witches," 
1631, 4U>, follow the terms of this depoaition very closely. It is very 
probable that they had seen and conversed with the boy, to whom, when 
taken up to London, there was a great resort of company. The Lancashire 
dialect, aa given in this play, and by no means unfaithfully, was perhaps 
derived from conversations with some of the actors in this drama of real 
life, a drama quite as extraordiuory as any that Heywood's imagination ever 
bodied forth from the world of fiction. 

" Enter Boy «rit/i a neitch. 
Boy. Now 1 have gatliered Bulliea, and fild ray bellie pretty well, i'le goe 
see some sport. There are gentlemen coursing in the raedow hard by ; and 
'tis a game that I love belter than going to Schoole ten to one. 

Enter an invitible spirit. J. Adeon* with a //race of greyliound». 
What have we here a brace of Greyhounds broke loose from their 
masters : it must needs be so, for they have both their CoUers and slippes 
about their neckcs. Now I looke better upon them, me thinks I should 
know them, and so 1 do ; these are Mr. Robinsons dogges, that dwcis » 
two miles off, i'le take them up, and lead tliem home to their master j 
may be something in my way, for he is as liberai! a gentlen 
our countrie. Come Hector, come. Now if I c'ud but start a Hare by th« 
way, kill her, and carry her borne to my supper, I should thinke I htfd 
made a better aftcmoones worke of it than gathering of bullies. Come 
poore curres along with mo. Exti." 
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And Ijeeinge further asked, wliat persons were at ye 
meeteinge aforesed, hee nominated tliese persons hereafter 



" Enter Bog tcith the Greyhounds. 

A Hare, a Hare, lm!Inc, Itnlloc, tiiB Divell take these curres, wiH they 
not stir, halloe, halloe, there, there, there, what are they growne so Kther 
and BO lazte ? Arc Mr. Robinsons doggcs tum'd tykes with a wanion ? the 
Hare is yet in sight, lialloe, halloe, niary hang you for a couple of mnngrils 
(if you were wortb hanging,) and hdve you serv'd me thus? nay then ile 
serre you with tho like sauce, yoti shall to the next bush, there will I tie 
you, and use you like a couple of curs oh you arc, and though not iosh you, 
yet lash you whilest my switch will hold, nay since you have left your 
Hpeed, ile aee if I can put spirit into you, and put you in remembrance what 
halloe, halloe meones. 

Ai he beatg them, there appearet heftyre him Gooddj/ Dickiaon, 
and the Boy upon the dogs, going in. 

Now blesse me heaven, one of the Greyhounds tum'd into a woman, the 
other into a boy ! The lad I never saw before, but her I know well ; it is 
my gammer Dickiton. 

G. Diek. Sirah, you have aerv'd me well to swindgc me thus. You yong 
rogue, you have vs'd me like a dog. 

Bog. When you had put your self into a dogs skin, I pray how c'ud I 
help it; hut gammer are not you a Witeh ? if you bee, I beg upon my 
knees you will not hurt me, 

Dickie. Stand up my boie, for thou shalt have no harmc. 
Be silent, apeake of nothing tliou hast scene. 
And here'a a shilling for thee. 

Boy. lie have none of your money, gammer, because you are a Witch ; 
and now she is out of her foure leg'cl shape, ile see if with my two legs I 



Dickie. Nay sirra, though you be yong, and I old, yoi 
lor I so lame, but I can overlaUr you. 

Boy. But Gammer what do you meanc to do with nii 
'Jow you have me ? 



e not BO nimble. 
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mentioned, viz. Dickomon wife, Henry Priestley wife and 
her sone, Alice Hargreanes widdowe, Jennet Davies, Wm, 

Dickis. To hugge thee, stroke thee, and emhrace thee thus, 
And teach thee twentie thousand prcty things, 
So thou tell no tales ; and hoy this night 
Thou must along with me to a hrave feast. 

Bo^. Not I ganmier indeed la, I dare not stay out late, 
My father is a fell man, and if I hee out long, will hoth 
chide and heat me. 

JDickis. Not sirra, then perforce thou shalt along. 
This hridle helps me still at need, 
And shall provide us of a steed. 
Now sirra, take your shape and he 

Prepar'd to hurrie him and me. Exit. 

Now looke and tell mee wher s the lad hecome. 

Boy. The hoy is vanisht, and I can see nothing in his stead 
But a white horse readie sadled and hridlcd. 

Dickis, And thats the horse we must hcstride. 
On which hoth thou and I must ride. 
Thou hoy hefore and I hehindc. 
The earth we tread not, hut the winde. 
For we must progresse through the aire, 
And I will hring thee to such fare 
As thou ne're saw'st, up and away. 
For now no longer we can stay. She catches him up^ and turning 

Boy. Help, help. round. Exit.*' 



^^ Rob, What place is this ? it looks like an old hame : ilc peep in at some 
cranny or other, and try if I can see what they are doing. Such a hevy of 
beldames did I never behold ; and cramming like so many Cormorants : 
Marry choke you with a mischiefe. 

Gooddy Dickison, Whooi)e, whurrc, hcres a sturrc. 
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Daciesy uxor. Hen. Jacks and her sone John^ James 
Hargreates of Marsden^ Miles wife of Dicksj James wife, 

Never a cat, never a curre, 

But that we must have this demurre. 

Mai, A second course. 

Mr8. Gen. Pull, and pull hard 
For all that hath lately hin prepar d 
For the great wedding feast 

MaU. As chiefe 
Of Doughtyes Surloine of rost Beefe. 

AU. Ha, ha, ha. 

Me^. 'Tis come, 'tis come. 

Mawd, Where hath it all this while heene f 

Meg, Some 
Delay hath kept it, now 'tis here. 
For bottles next of wine and beere. 
The Merchants cellers they shall pay for't. 

Mrs, Gener. Well, 
What sod or rost meat more, pray tell. 

Good. Dick. Pul for the Poultry, Foule, and Fish, 
For emptie shall not be a dish. 

Robin. A pox take them, must only they feed upon hot meat, and I upon 
nothing but cold sallads. 

Mrs. Gener. This meat is tedious, now some Farie, 
Fetch what belongs unto the Dairie, 

Mai. Thats Butter, Milk, Whey, Curds and Cheese, 
Wee nothing by the bargaine leese. 

AU. Ha, ha, ha. Goody Dickison. Boy, thercs meat for you. 

Boy. Thanke you. 

Choddy Diekis. And drinke too. 

Meg. What Beast was by thee hither rid ? 

Mawd, A Badger nab. 

Meg. And I bestrid 
A Porcupine that never prickt. 
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Saunders sicut credit, Lawrence wife of Saunders, Loi/nd 
wife, Bui/s wife of Barrowford, one Hdgaie and his 

Mol. The dull Bides of q Bcarc I kickt 
I know how yon rid. Lady Niui. 

Mt». Gen. Ha, lia, ho, upon the ktiave my man. 

Sob. A murrein take jou, I aiti Bure my hoofcs payd fbr't. 

Soy. Meat lie there, for thou host no taste, aod drinkc there, for thou 
liast no relish, for in neither of them is there cither salt or savoar. 

AS. Pull for the posset, puU. 

Soiin. The bridea posset on my life, nay if they come to tb^r ipooae 
meat once, I hope theil hreake up their feast presently. 

Mn. Get. So those that are our waiters nere, 
Take hence lliis Wedding cheere. 
We will bo lively all, 
And make this bam our h&lj. 

£hoddy Did. You our Familiers, oom«. 
In speech let oil be dumbe, 
And to close up our Feast, 
To welcome every gesl 
A merry round let's dagnee. 

Me^ Some Musicke then ith aire 
Whitest thus by jiurc and paire, 
We nimbly foot it ; strike. Muaick. 

MoL We are obeyd. 

Sprite. And we hele ministers shall lend our aid. 

Danee and Sonff together. In Hie time ofKhtdi the Boy speaiet. 

Boy. Now whilest they arc in their jollitie, and do not mind me, ile ateale 
away, and shift for my selfe, though I lose my life fort. ExiiT 



" Dovffla. He came to thee like a Boy thon slyest, about thine own 
lignente? 
Boy. Yes Sir, and he asked me where 1 dwelt, and what my name was. 
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wife sicut credit, Litk Robin wife of Leonard's, of 
West Cloasc} 



the ^1 




Dough. Ah Rogui; ! 

Boi/. But it was in a quurrclBomc way ; Whereupon I ivaa as stout, and 
aak'd him who niiide liim an esotniner? 

Dough. Ah good Boy. 

Mil. Id that he was my Sonne. 

Bog. He told me he would know or heat it out of me, 
And I told him he should not, and bid him doe his worst ; 
And to't we weut. 

Dough. In that he was my sonne againe, lia boy j I see him at it now. 

Bog. We fought a quarter of an houre, dll his sharpe niules made my 
earea bleed. 

Dough. O the grand Divell pare "cm. 

Bog. I H'ondrcd to findc him so strong in my hands, seeming but of mine 
owne [Lge and bigneaae, till I looking downe, perceived be had clubb'd 
cloven feet like Oxe feet; but his face waa as young as mine. 

Dought. A pes, hut by his feet, he may be the Club-footed Horee- 
coursers father, for all his young lookea. 

Boy. But I was afraid of liis feet, and ran from him towards a light that 
I saw, aud when I came to it, it was one of the Witches in white upon a 
Bridge, that scar'd me hocke ogaine, and then met me the Boy againe, and 
he strucke me and layd mec for dead. 

Mil. Till I wondring at his stay, went out and found him in the Tnmce; 
sinee which time, he has bcene haunted and frighted with Goblins, 40 
times; and never durst tell any thing (as I sayd) because the Hags had so 
tbreatncd him till in his sicknes he revealed it to his mother. 

Dough. Aud she told no body but folkes on't. Well Gossip Gretty, as 
thou art B. Miller, and a close thiefe, now let us keepe it as close as wo may 
till we take 'hem, and see them haudsomly hanged o'the way : Ha my httlc 
Cuffe-divell, thou art a made man. Come, away with me. Exeunt." 

Heywood and Broome's Late Lancashire Wilchet, Act* 2 and 3. 
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"Edmund Robinson of Petidle, father of ye sd Edmunds 
Rdiimon, the aforesaid informer, upon oath saith, that upon 
AU Saintx' Day, he sent his sone, the aforesed informer, to 
fetch home two kyne to scale, and saith yt hec thought his 
sone stayed longer than he should have done, went to seeke 
him, and in seekiuge him, heard liim cry very pittifuUy, and 
found him soe afraid and distracted, yt hee neither know his 
father, nor did know where he was, and so continued very 
neare a quarter of an hower before he came to himselfe,* 



" DickensonB 

Hcnrie Priestlej-es wife niid Ilib 

ladd 
Alice Hargrave, widilowe 
Jane Davics (als. Jennet Device) 
William Davies 
The wife of Hcnrie Offep and 



Tlie wifo of Duckers 

Jnmes Hargrave of Maresden 

Loyards wife 

James wife 

Sanders wife. And as lice belecvcth 

Sander Pjiica wife of Baraford 

One Foolegate and Iiis wife 

And Leonards of the West Close." 



John and Myles 

And thus in Webster : — 

" DickenBons Wife, Henry PriostleyB Wife, ond his Lad, Alice Hargreene 
Widow, Jane Daviea, William Dovies, and the Wife of Henry Fackcs, and 
her Sons John and Miles, the Wife of Denneries, James Hargreene 

of Maredeod, Loynd's Wife, one James liia Wife, Saunders liis Wife, and 
Saunders himseif jiru/ credit, one Laurence his Wife, one Saunder Pyn'a 
Wife of Barraford, one Holgate and his Wife of LeanardH of the West 

' The learned "practitioner in phymck," Mr. William Droge, in hU 
" Treatise of Diseases from Witchcraft," published Lond. 1668, 4lo. p. 22, 
recommends "birch" in such cases, "as a specifical medicine, antipathetical 
to demons." One can only lament that this valuable remedy was not 
vigorously applied in the present instance, as «'ell as in most others in 
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and he tould this informer, his father, all the particular 
passages jt are before declared in the said Edmund Robin- 
son, his sone's information." 

The name of Margaret Johnson does not appear in 
Edmund Robinson's examination. Whether accused or not, 
the opportunity was too alluring to be lost by a personage 
fidl of matter, being like old Mause Headrigg, " as a bottle 
that lacketh vent," and too desirous of notoriety, to let slip 
such an occasion. Slio made, on the 2nd of March following, 
before the same justices who had taken Robinson's exami- 
nation, the following confession, which must have been 
considered a most instmctivo one by those who were in 
search of some short vade mccum of the statistics of witch- 
craft in Pendle: — 

"The Confession of Margaret Johnson. 
" That betwixt seaven and eight yeares since, shee beeinge 
in her owne house in Marsden, in a greate passion of anger 

which these juvenile sufferers appear. I doubt wlietlier, in the whole 
Materia Medico, a more powerful Lamia~/uge could have lieen discovered, 
or one which would have been more iiniversally auccesHful, if applied per- 
Bcveringlv, whenever the siinpicioua syrnptoms recurred. The following is, 
however, Dmgc'a great panacea in these cases, a mode of treatment which 
must liave been vastly popular, judging from its exionsive adoption in all 
parts of the country: "PunwA the tcitch, threaten to liang ker if the helpi 
not the lick, taraleh her and fetch Mood. When the it east into priton the 
tick are tome time delivered, tome time he or the (they are ntott femaht, 
most old leomea, and moti poor,) mutt trantfer the ditease to other perioni, 
tometimei to a dop, or horte, or eow, ^c. Threaten her and beat her to remove 
it." — Drage, p. 23. 
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and discontent, and withalt pressed with some want, there 
speared unto her a spirit or devill in ye proportion or 
similitude of a man, apparrelled in a suite of blacke, tyed 
about with silk points, who offered yt if shee would give 
him her soule hee would supply all her wants, and bringe to 
her whatsoever shee did neede. And at her appointment 
would in revenge either kill or hurt whom or what shee 
desyred, weare it man or beast. And saith, yt after a soli- 
citation or two shee contracted and covenanted \vith ye said 
devill for her soule. And yt ye said devill or spirit badde 
her call him by the name of Mamilian. And when shee 
would have him to doe any thinge for her, call in Mamilian, 
and hee would bee ready to doe hor will. And saith, yt in 
all her talke or conference shee calleth her said devill, 
Mamil my God. Shee further saith, yt ye said Mamilian, 
her devill, (by her consent) did abuse and defile her body by 
comittinge wicked uncleannesse together. And saith, yt shee 
was not at the greate meetings at Iloaresfones, at the forest 
of Pendh, upon All-Saints Day, where . But saith yt 

shee was at a second meetinge ye sunday next after All- 
Saints Day, at the place aforesaid ; where there was at yt 
tyme between 30 and 40 witches, who did all ride to the ' 
said meetinge, and the end of theire said meeting was to 
consult for the killiuge and hurtinge of men and beasts. 
And yt besides theire particular familiars or spirits, there 
was one greate or grand devill or spirit more eminent than 
the rest. And if any desyre to have a greate and more 
wonderfull devill, whereby they may have more power to 

k 
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hurt, they may have one such. And sayth, yt such witches 
as have sliarp bones given them by the devill to pricke 
them, have no pappes or dugges whereon theire devill may 
SHcke, but theire devill receiveth bloud from the place, 
pricked with the bone. And they are more grand witches 
than any yt have marks. Shee allsoe saith, yt if a witch 
have but one marke, shee hath but one spu-it, if two then 
two spirits, if three yet but two spirits. And saith, j-t theire 
spirits usually have knowledge of theire bodies. And being 
desyred to name such as shee knewe to be witches, shee 
named. &c.' And if they would torment a man, they bid 
theire spirit goe and tormt. him in any particular place. 
And j't Good-Friday is one constant day for a yearely 
generall meetinge of witches And j^t on Good-Friday last, 
they had a meetinge neare Pendle water syde. Shee alsoe 
saith. that men witches usually have women spirits, and 
women mtches men spirits. And theire devill or spirit 
gives them notice of theire meetinge, and tells them the 
place where it must bee. And saitli, if they de-syre to be in 
any place upon a sodaine, theire devill or spirit will upon a 
rodde, dogge, or any thinge els, presently convey them 



' The oroission here is thus supplied ID Baines's Transcript; but the actual 
names are scarcely to be recognisecl, from the clerical errors of the copy : — 
" One Pickeme and his wife both of Wyndwall, 
Rawson of Clore nnd his wife 
Diifliee wife of Clore by the water side 
C'ortmell the wife of Clore 
And June of the hedgeud in Maresdeu. 
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thitber : yea, ioto any roome of a man's house. But shee 
suth it is not the substance of theire bodies, but theire 
spirit assumeth such form and shape as goe into such 
rooraes. Shee alsoe saith, yt ye devill (after he begins to 
sucke) will make a pappe or dugge in a short tyme, and the 
matter which hee sucks is blood. And saith yt theire 
devills can cause foule weather and storms, and soe did 
at theire meetings. Shee alsoe saith yt when her devill did 
come to sucke her pappe, hee usually came to her in ye 
liknes of a cat, sometymes of one colour and soraetymes of 
an other. And yt since this trouble befell her, her spirit 
hath left her, and shee never sawe him since." 

On the evidence contained in these examinations several 
persons were committed for trial at Lancaster, and seven- 
teen, on being tried at the ensuing assizes, were found 
guilty by the jury. The judge before whom the trial took 
place was, however, more sagacious and enlightened than 
his predecessors, Bromley and Altham. He respited the 
execution of the prisoners ; and on the case being reported 
to the king in council, the Bishop of Chester, Dr. Bridgraan, 
was required to investigate the circumstances. The inquiry 
was instituted at Chester, and four of the convicted witches, i 
namely. Margaret Johnson, Frances Dickonson, Mary Spen- 
cer, and the wife of one of the Ilargreaves's, were sent to 
London, and examined, first by the king's physicians and 
surgeons, and afterwards by Charles the first in person. 

•' A stranger scene " to quote Dr. Whitaker's concluding 
paragraph " can scarcely be conceived ; and it is not easy to 
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imagine wliether the untaught manners, rude dialect, and 
imcouth appearance of those poor foresters, would more 
astonish the king; or his dignity of person and manners, 
together with the splendid scene with which they were sur- 
rounded, would overwhelm them. The end. however, of 
the business wa,s that strong presumptions appeared of the 
boy ha™g been suborned to accuse them falsely, and they 
were accordingly dismissed. The boy afterwards confessed 
that he was suborned.'" 

In Dr. Whitaker's astonishment that Margaret Johnson 
should make the confession she appears to have done, in a 
clear case of iinpostiu-e, few of his readers will be disposed 

' Webster gives tlie sequel of tliis etirious cose of imposture : — " Four 
of tlietu, to wit Margaret Jolinson, Fraucis Dicconaon, Mary Spenser, and 
Hargravea Wife, were sent for up lo London, and were viewed and 
examined by his Majesties Divsicians and Clururgeons, nnd after hy Lis 
Majesty and the Council, and no cause of guilt up]ieariiig but great pre- 
sumptions of tLe boys being suborned to acc:use ttieni falsely. Therefore it 
was resolved to eepamte tlie boy from his Father, they haniig both followed 
the women up to London, tliey were both ta.'ken and put into several prisons 
QsimOer. Whereupon sliortly after tlio Boy confes-seil that he was taujjht 
and suborned to devise, and feign those things against them, and liEid per- 
severed in that wickedneaa by tlua counsel of his Pntlicr, and some others, 
uhoin envy, revenge and hope of gain had prompted on to that devilliah 
design and villany ; and he also confessed, that upon that day when he said 
that they met at tho aforesaid house or bum, he was that very day a mile 
off, getting Plums in his Neighbours Orchard. And that this is a most 
certain truth, there aru many persons yet living, of suflicient reputation and 
integrity, that can avouch and testitio the same ; and besides, what I write 
is the most of it true, upon my own knowledge, and the whole I have bud 
from bin own mmiih" — Dii-plavinf, of Wilehernft, p. 277. 
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to participate, who are at all conversant with the trials of 
repnted witches in this country. Confessions were so com- 
mon on those occasions, that there is, I believe, not a single 
instance of any great number of persons being convicted of 
witchcraft at one time, some of whom did not make a con- 
fession of guilt. Nor is there anything extraordinary in 
that circumstance, when it is remembered that many of 
them sincerely believed in the existence of the powers 
attributed to them ; and others, aged and of weak under- 
standing, were, in a measure, coerced by the strong per- 
suasion of their guilt, which all around them manifested, 
into an acquiescence in the trutli of the accusation. In 
many cases tlie confessions were made in the hope, and no 
doubt with the promise, seldom performed, that a respite 
from punishment would be eventually granted. In other 
instances, there is as little doubt, that they were the final 
results of irritation, agony, and despair.' The confessions 
are generally composed of " such stuff as dreams are made 
of," and what they report to have occurred, might either 
proceed, when there was no intention to fabricate, from inter- 
twining the fantastic threads which sometimes stream upon 
the waking senses from the land of shadows, or be cause<l 
by those ocular hallueinations of which medical science has 
supplied full and satisfactory solution. There is no argu- 
ment whicli so long maintained its ground in support of 



' Tlif confesaion in the "■ Amber Witch " is & true picture, drawn from 
e life. What is there, indeed, unlike truth in that wonderful fiction ? 
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witchcraft as that which was founded on the confessions 
referred to. It was tlie last plank clung to by many a witch- 
believing lawyer and divine. And yet there is none which 
will less bear critical scrutiny and examination, or the 
fallacy of wliich can more easily be shown, if any particular 
reported confession is taken as a test and subjected to a 
searching analysis and inquiry. 

It is said that we owe to the grave and saturnine 
Monarch, who extended his pardon to the seventeen con- 
victed in 1633, that happy generalisation of the term, 
which appropriates honourably to the sex in Lancashire 
the designation denoting the fancied crime of a few miser- 
able victims of superstition. That gentle sex will never 
repudiate a title bestowed by one, little given to the playful 
sports of fancy, whose sorrows and unhappy fate have never 
wanted their commiseration, and who distinguished himself 
on this memorable occasion, at a period when 

" 'twas the time's plague 
That ciadmea led the blind," 



— in days when philosophy stiunbled and murder arrayed 
itself in the robes of justice — by an enlightened exercise of 
the kingly prerogative of mercy. Proceeding from such a 
fountain of honour, and purified by such an appropriation, 
the title of witch has long lost its original opprobrium in 
the County Palatine, and survives only to call forth the 
gayest and most delightful iissociationf. In process of time 
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even the term witchjinder may lose the stains which have 
adhered to it from the atrocities of Hopkins, and may be 
adopted by general usage, as a sort of companion phrase, to 
signify the fortunate individual, who, by an union with a 
Lancashire witch, has just asserted his indefeasible title to 
be considered as the happiest of men. 
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WONDERF\^LL 

DISCOVERIE 6#. 

WITCHES IN THE COVN- *"" _.-- 
T I E F L A N- 

C A S T E H, 

With the Arraignement and Triall of 

Nineteene notorious Witcues, at the Aflizes and 

genGrall Gaole deliuerie, holdcn at the Caftle of 

Lancaster, I'pan Mtindai/, the fe- 

ui^nteenth of Aiignji laji, 

l6l 2. 

Before Sir Iames Altham, and 

Sir Edward Bromley, Knights; Barons of his 

Maiefties Court ofExcHEQVER: And luftiees 

of A/size, Oyer and Terminer, and tfcnerall 

Gaole deliuerie in the circuit of the 

North Parts. 

Together with the Arraignement and Triall of I e n n e t 

Preston, at the Afsizes holde7i at the Cnjlle of Ywke, 

thefeuen and twentieth day of lulie lajl pajt, 

with her Execution for the murther 

of Mafter L i e t b it 

iy Witchcraft. 

Publilhed and fet forth by commandement of liis Maieltles 

lufticcs of Aflize in the North Parts. 

lii/ Thomas Potts Efquier. 
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TO THE RIGHT Ho- 
norable, THOMAS, LORD 
KNYVET, BARON OF ESCRICK 
in the Countie of Yorke, my very honorable 
!]ood Lord and Mafter. 

TO THE BIGHT HONORABLE 

AND VERTVOVS LADIE, THE 

Ladie Elizabeth Knyvet Ms Wife, my 

honorablo good Ladie and 

M I fl T B I «. 



Right Honorable, 




ET it ftand (I befeec^ 
you) with your fauours 
whom profefsion of the 
fame true Religion 
towards God, and fo 
great loue hath vnited 
"Jointly to accept the 
Protection 



The Epiftle 

Protection and Patronage of thefe my 
labours^ which not their owne worth hatl^ 
encouraged^ but your Worthinejfe hatTjp 
enforced me to confecrate vnto your 
Honours. 

To you (Right Honourable my very 

good Lord) of Right doe they belong: 

for to whom Jhall jf rather prefent the firjl 

fruits of my learning then to your Lord- 

Jhip : who nourijhed then both mee and 

them^ when there was fcarce any being to 

mee or them f And whofe iujl and vp- 

right carriage of caufes^ whofe zeale to 

yujlice and Honourable curtefe to all 

men^ haue pur chafed you a Reuerend 

and worthie Refpect of all men in all 

partes of this Kingdome^ where you are 

knowne. And to your good Ladijhip 

they 
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they doe of great right belong iikewife ; 
JVhofe Religion^ lujiice^ and Honoura- 
ble admittance of my Vnijcorthie Seruice 
to your Ladi/hip do challenge at my 
handes the vtiermofi of what euer y 
may bee able to ferforme. 

Here is nothing of my own aEi worthie 
to bee commended to your Honours^ it is 
the worke^ of thofe Reuerend Ma- 
gifirates^ His Maieflies lufiices of 
Afsizes in the North partes^ and no 
more then a Particular Declaration 
of the proceedings of lufiice in thofe 
partes. Here Jhall you behold the lu- 
fiice of this Land^ truely adminijlred-, 
Proemium & Poenam, Mercie and 
Judgement , freely and indifferently 
beflowed and inflicted; And ahoue all 

thinges 
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thinges to bee remembred^ the excellent 
care of thefe Judges in the Triall of of- 
fendors. 

It hath pleafed them out of their ref- 
peEi to mee to impofe this worke vpon mee^ 
and according to my vnderjlanding^ I 
haue taken paines to finijh^ and now con- 
firmed by their Judgement to publijh the 
fame^ for the benefit of my Countrie. 
That the example of thefe conuiEied' vpon 
their owne Examinations^ Confefsions^ 
and Euidence at the Barre^ may worke 
good in others^ Rather by with-holding 
them from^ then imboldening them to^ 
the Atchieuing fuch defperate aEies as 
thefe or the like. 

Thefe are fome part of the fruits of 
my time fpent in the Seruice of my Coun- 
tries 
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trie^ Since by your Graue and Reuerend 
Counfell (my Good Lord) I reduced my 
wauering and wandring thoughts to a 
more quiet harbour of repofe. 

If it pleafe your Honours to giue them 
your Honourable refpeEi^ the world may 
iudge them the more worthie of accep- 
tance^ to whofe various cenfures they are 
now expofed. 

God of Heauen whofe eies are on 
them that feare him^ to bee their Prote- 
Eior and guide^ behold your Honours with 
the eye of fauor^ be euermore your Jirong 
holdy and your great reward^ and blejfe 
you with blefsings in this life^ Externall 
and Internally Temporall and Spiritually 
and with Eternall happines in the World 
to come : to which I commend your Ho- 

A nours ; 



nours; And reft both now and euer^ From 
my Lodging in Chancerie Lane^ the fix- 
teenth of Nouemher 1 6 1 2 . 



Your Honours 



humbly dcMiotc'd 



Si^ruant, 



Thomas Potts. 




^Pon the Arraignement and 
triall of thefe Witches at the 
laft Afsizes and Generall 
Gaole - deliuerie , holden at 
Lancafter, wee found fuch apparent 
matters againft them, that we thought 
it neceffarie to publifh them to the 
World, and thereupon impofed the 
labour of this Worke vpon this Gen- 
tleman, by reafon of his place, being a 
Gierke at that time in Court, imploi- 
ed in the Arraignement and triall of 
them. 

ya. Altham, 

Edm>. Bromlgi. 




^Fter be had taken great paines 
to Jinijh it, y tooke vpon mee to 
I reuife and correSi it, that no- 
thing might pajfe hut matter of FaEi, ap- 
parant againji them by record, yt is very 
little he hath inferted, and that necejfa- 
riey to Jhew what their offences were, what 
people, and of what condition they were: 
The whole proceedings and Euidence a~ 
gainfi them, y finde vpon examination 
carefully fet forth, and truely reported, 
and iudge the ivorke fit and worthie to 
he publijhed. 

Edward Bromley. 



Gentle Reader, although the care of this Gentleman the Author, was 
great to examine and puhlifh this his worke perfect according to the Ho- 
norable teftimonie of the ludges, yet feme fiiults are committed by me in 
the Printing, and yet not many, being a worke done in fuoh great hafte, 
at the end of a Tearme, which I pray you, with your fauour to ezcufe. 



A particular Declaration of 

the moft barberous and damnable Practifes, Mur- 

thers, wicked and diuelifli Conlpiracies, practized 

aiid ejvcuted hi/ the mxi/l davgerous and malitious 

Witch Elizabeth Sowtfui-nes alias Demdike, 

of the Forreft of Pen/He in the Countie of 

LancaJW Widdow, who died in the 

Caftle at Laiaeajler before fhe 

came to recBiuo her tryull. 




^ Hough publique luftiee hath pafled 
^^ at thefe Alsifes \'pon the Capitall 
' oftendours, and after tlie Arraigne- 
Tiirnt & tryall of them, Iiidf^ement 
, bciii}^ giucn, duo and timely Execu- 
i tion lucceeded ; which doth im- 
^ port and giue the greateft (atisfacti- 
on that can be, to all men ; yet b&- 
caufe vpon the caryage, and euent of this bufmefle, the 
Eyes of all the partes of Lancafliire, and other Counties 
in the North partes thereunto adioyning were bent : And 
fo infinite a multitude came to the Arraignement & tryall 
of thefe Witches at Lancajter, the number of them being 
knowen to exceed all others at any time heretofore, at one 
time to be indicted, arraigned, and receiue their tryall, ef- 
pecially for lb many Murders, Confpiracies, Charmes, 
Meetinges, helUfli and damnable practifes, fo apparant 
vpon their owne examinations & confefsions. Thele my 
honourable & worthy Lords, the ludges of Afsife, vpon 
B. great 
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great confideration, thought it neceflarie & profitable, to 
publifli to the whole world, their moft barbarous aud 
damnable praetifes, with the direct proceedingeS of the 
Court againft them, afwell for that there doe palTe diuers 
vncertaiue reportes and relations of luch Emdences, as 
was publiquely giuon againft them at their Arraigne- 
ment. As for that diuers came to profecute againft many 
of them that were not found giiiltie, and so reft very dil- 
contented, and not fatisfied. As alfo for that it is neceflary 
for men to know and vnderstande the meanes whereby 
they worke their mifchiefe, the hidden mifteries of their 
diuelifli and wicked Inchauntmcntes, Charmes, and Sor- 
ceries, the better to preucnt and auoyde the danger that 
may enfue. And laftly, who were the principall authors 
and actors in this late woefull and lamentable TiHgedie, 
wherein fo much Blood was fpilt. 

Therefore I pray you giue me leaue, (with your pati- 
ence and fauour,) before I proceed to tlie Indictment, Ar- 
raignement, and Tryall of Iiich as were prilbners in the 
Caftle, to lay open the life and death of this damnable and 
malicious Witch, of fo long continuance (old Demdike) 
of whom our whole bufmefTe hath such dependence, that 
without the particidar Declaration and Record of her 
Euidence, with the circumftaunees,, wee lliall neuer bring 
any thing to good perfection : for firom this Sincke of vil- 
lanie and mifchiefe, haue all the reft proceeded ; as you fliall 
haue them in order. 

She was a very old woman, about the age of Foure- 
fcore yeares. and had been a Witch for fiftie yeares, 
Shee dwelt in the Forrest of Pendle, a vafte place, fitte for 
her profefsion : What ftiee committed in her time, no 
man knowes. 

Thus liued fliee fecurely for many yeares, brouglit vp 

her 



f)f Wiiclica at Lancajier. 
her owne Children, inflructed her Graund-thildren, and 
tooke great care and paines to brings them to be Witches. 
Shec was a generall agent for the Deuill in all thefe partes : 
DO man elcaped her, or her Furies, that euer gauc them 
any occalion of offence, or denied them any thing they 
ftood need of: And certaine it is, no man nccre them, was 
fecure or free from danger. 

But God, who had in his diuine prouidence prouided 
to cut them off, and roote them out of the Common- 
wealth, fo difpofed aboue, that the luftices of tbofe partes, 
vnderftanding by a generall charme and muttering, the 
great and vniuerlall refort to MaulMng Tower, the com- 
mon opinion, with the report of thefe fufpected people, 
the complaint of the Kinges fubiectcs for the lofle of 
their Children, Friendes, Goodes, and Cattle, (as there 
could not be fo great Fire without Ibme Smoake,) lent 
for fome of the Countrey, and tooke great paynes to en- 
quire after their proceedinges, and courfes of life. 

In the end. Rotter NoweU Efquire, one of his Maiellies 
luftices in these partes, a very religious honeft Gentle- 
man, painefull in the feniice of his Countrey: whofe 
fame for this great feruice to his Countrey, fliall Hue after 
him, tooke vpoii him to enter into the particular exa^ 
mination of thele liilpceted perlbns: And to the honour 
of God, an<l the great comfort of all his Countrey, made 
fuch a diicoueiy of them in order, as the like hath not been 
heard of: which for your better fatisfaction, I haue heere 
placed in order againft her, as they are vpon Record, a^ 
niongft the Recordes of the Crmone at Lancajier, certified 
by M. Nmoell, and others. 

B2 The 



The An'aitfnemviit niid Trt/titl 



The voluntarie Confefsion 

aud Examination of Elizabeth Sowtlierns alias 

Demdike, taken at the Fence in the For- 

reft of Pendk \n the Oountie 

of Lanca/Ur. 

The lecond day of AprtlL Aiinoij; RejfHi Regis lacobi Ang- 
glite. Sfc. Decimo, et Scotire Quadraif(^mo t/ttinto ; 
Before Bttper NowreU of Beade Efqiiii^, one of his 
Maieftiea luftjeea of the peace with- 
in thB Miyd Coiintie, I'lj. 

^*e^fl|ft^ Ml' laid Elizabeth Sowlheriis confeiTeth, and 
i'v>*r^^ i i^tli ; That about twentie yeares pall, as ilie 
' I "l I ''-'')/ " '' comming homeward from beting, 
CT iggaSg^ there met lier this Examinate neere vnto a 
'i«*_«».>sSI' gtonepit in Gouldjhei/. in the layd Forrest of 
Prndle. a Spirit or Deuiil in the Ihape of a Boy, the one 
haife of his Coate blaeke, and the other browne, who bade 
tliis Examinate ftay. faying to her, that if Ihe would gine 
him her Soule, llie Ihould haue any thing that Ihe woidd 
requeft. \\'here>"pon this Examinat demaunded his name? 
and the Spirit anfwered, his name was TiNt : and fo this 
Examinate in hope of luch gaine as was promifed by the 
layd DeniU or Tilth, was contented to giue her Soule to the 
laid Spirit : And for the space of line or fixe yeares next af- 
ter, the fayd Spirit or Deuiil appeared at fundry times vnto 
her this Examinate about Dati-iighl Gate, alwayes bidding 
her ftay, and asking her this Examinate what Ihe would 

haue 
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doe? To whom this Examinate replyed, Nay no- 
thing: for Uie this Examinate laid, llie wanted nothing yet. 
And fo about the end of the laid fixe yeares, vpon a Sab- 
both day in the morning, this Examinate hauing a litle 
Child vpon her knee, and Ihe being in a ilumber, the fayd 
Spirit appeared vnto her in the likenes of a browne Dog^, 
forcing himfelfe to her knee, to get blood vnder her left 
Arme : and flie being without any apparrell fauing her 
Smocke, the faid Deuill did get blood vnder her left arme. 
And this Examinate awaking, fayd, lefus /due my Child ; but 
had no power, nor could not iky, f^iis f'aue her Jelfe: where- 
vpon the Browne Dog^ vanilhed out of this Examinats 
fight : after which, this Examinate was almoft Itarke madd 
for the fpace of eight weekes. 

And vpon her examination, flie further confedeth, and 
laith. That a little before Chrillmas lail, this Examinates 
Daughter hauing been to helpe Richard BaJiIwyns Folkes 
at the Mill: This Examinates Daughter did bid her this 
Examinate goe to the fayd Bddwi/ns houfe. and afke him 
Ibme thing for her helping of his Folkes at the Mill, {as 
aforesaid:) and in this Examinates going to the faid Bald' 
wifns houfe, and neere to the layd houle, fhe mette with the 
laid Richard Baldwin ; Which Baldwyn fayd to this Exar 
minate, and the iaid AHzon Deuice (who at that time 
ledde this Examinate, being blinde) get out of my ground 
Whores and Witches, I will bume the one of you, and 
hang the other. To whom this Examinate anfwered: I 
care not for thee, hang thy I'elfe : Prefently whereupon, 
at this Examinates going ouer the next hedge, the faid 
Spirit or Diuell called Tibb, appeared vnto this Examinat, 
and fayd, Reuengc thee of him. To whom, this Examinate 
layd againe to the faid Spirit. Revenge thee cyther of him, or 
his. And fo the faid Spirit vanilhed out of her fight, and llie 
B 3. neuer 
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neuer faw him fmce. 

And furtlier this Examinate confefleth, and fayth, that 
the fpeedieft way to take a mans life away by Witch- 
craft, is to make a Picture of Clay, like vnto the fhape of 
the perfon whom they meane to kill, & dry it thorowly: 
and when they would haue them to be ill in any one place 
more then an other; then take a Thome or Pinne, and 
pricke it in that part of the Picture you would fo haue 
to be ill : and when you would haue any part of the 
Body to confume away, then take that part of the Picture, 
and bume it. And when they would haue the whole 
body to confume away, then take the remnant of the fayd 
Picture, and bume it: and fo therevpon by that meanes, 
the body Ihall die. 

The 
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The Confefsion and Exami- 
nation of Anne Whittle alias Chattox, being 

Prilbner at Lancajier; taken the 19 day of May, 

Annoq; Regni ItegU lacobi Anglice, Decimo : 

ac Scotie Quadra^e/tmo quinto; Before 

William Sandes Maior of the Bor- 

rough towne of hancafter. 

lames Anderton of Clayton, one of his Maieilics luHices 

of Peace within tlie lanie County, and Thomas 

CotceU one of his Maiefties Coroners in 

the fayd Countie of Lwicafter, 




S; Irft, thefayd^w«e If^iW/e, alias CAa«oj', fay th, 
( that about foureteene yeares pad flie entered, 
i through the wicked perfwafions and counfell of 
^ Elizabeth Southerns, alias Demdike, and was 
' feduced to condefcend & agree to become fub- 
iect vnto that diuelifli abhominable profelsion of Witchcraft: 
Soone after which, the Deuill appeared vnto her in the liknes 
of a Man, about midn ight, at the houfe of the fayd Demdike : 
and therevpon the sayd Demdike and Ihee, went foorth 
of the faid houfe vnto him ; wherevpon the faid wicked 
Spirit mooued this Examinate, that flie would become his 
Subiect, and giue her Soule vnto him : the which at firft, 
flie refufed to aflent vnto ; but after, by the great perfwa^ 
fions made by the fayd Demdike, (hee yeelded to be at his 
commaundement and appoyntment : wherevpon the iayd 
wicked Spirit then fayd vnto her, that bee muft: haue 
one part of her body for him to fucke vpon ; the which 
fhee denyed then to graunt vnto him ; and withall asked 

him, 
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him, what part of her IVody hee would haue for that 
vfe; who laid, hee would haue a place of her right fide 
neere to her ribbes, for him to I'ueke vpon ; whereunto 
(hee afTeoted. 

And flie further fajth, that at the fame time, there was 
a thing in the likenes of a fpotted Bitch, that came with 
the layd Spirit vnto the fayd Demdike, which then did 
Ipeake \iito her in tliis Examinatea hearing, and fayd. that 
llie iliould haue Gould, Siluer, and worldly Wealth, at 
her will. And at the laine time llie laith, there was victuals, 
riz. Flefli, Butter, Cheefe, Bread, and Drinke, and bidde 
them eate enough. And after their eating, the Deuill cal- 
led Fancie, and the other Spirit calling himfelfe Tibk', car- 
ried the remnant away ; And flie fayeth, that although they 
did eate, they were neuer the fuller, nor better for the lame; 
and that at their laid Banquet, the laid Spirits gaue them 
light to fee what they did, although they neyther had fire 
nor Candle light ; and that they were both fliee Spirites, 
and Diuels. 

And being further examined how many i'undry Pcrfon 
haue been bewitched to death, and by whom they were 
lb bewitched: She fajth, that one Roiiert Niiier, late of the 
Greene-head in Pendh, was bewitched by this Examinate, 
the faid Demdike, and Widdow LomOtawe, {late of Burne' 
ley) now deceafed. 

And flie further fayth, that the faid Demdike Ihewed her, 
that flie had bewitched to death, Richard AJhton, Sonne 
of Richard AJhton of Downeham Efquire. 
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The Examination of Alizon 

Deuice, of tlie Foneft of Pendle, in the County 

of Lancajier Spinfter, taken at Reade in the faid 

Countie of Lancajier, the xiij. day of 

March, A nno Regni Jacobi A iigliep, Sfc. 

Nona : et Scotiw xlv. 

Before Roger Nmoell of Reade aforefayd Elquire, one of 

hia Maioniea lufticea of the Peace within the fayd 

Countie, againlit Elizabeth Soiothenit, ulias 

Demdike her Graund-mother- 

Viz. 

filHe fayd Alizon Deuice sayth, that about two 
ycares agon , her Graund-mother (called 
Elizabeth Sowtherns, alias old Demdike) did 
fundry times in going or walking togea- 
ther as they went begging, perfwade and 
aduife this Exaniinate to let a Deuill or Familiar appeare 
ATito her; and that Ibee this Examinate, would let him 
fucke at fomc part of her, and Ihee might haue, and doe 
what ftiee would. 

And flie further fayth, that one lohn Nutter of the Bul- 
hole in Pendle aforelaid, had a Cow which was licke, 8c re- 
quefted this examinats Grand-mother to amend the laid 
Cow ; and her laid Graund-mother faid Ihe would, and fo 
her faid Graund-mother about ten of the clocke in the 
night, defired this exaniinate to lead her foorth ; which this 
Examinate did, being then blind : and her Graund-mother 
did remaine about halfe an houre foorth : and this Exami- 
nates filler did fetch her in againe ; but what Ihe did when 
the was fo foorth. this Examinate cannot tell. But the next 
C. morning. 
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morning this Examinate iiearil that the layd Cow was 
dead. And this Examinate verily thinketh, that lier layd 
Graund-niother did bewitch the fajd Cow to death. 

And further, this Examinate fayth, that about two 
yeares agon, this Examinate hailing gotten a Piggin fidl ol' 
blew Milke by begging, brouglit it into the houfe of her 
Graund-mother, where (this Examinate going foorth pre- 
fently, and (laying about halfe an houre) there was Butter 
to the quantity of a quarteme of a |)ound in the laid milke, 
and the quantitie of the faid milke llill reinayniiig ; and her 
Graund-mother had no Butter in the liouse when this Ex- 
aminate went foorth : duering which time, tliis Exjuni- 
nates Graund-mother ftill lay in her bed. 

And further this Examinate sayth, that Richard Baldwin 
of Wcethead within the Forrelt of PeiidJc, about 2. yeeres 
agoe, fell out with this Exaniinates Graund-mother, & lb 
would not let her come vpou his Land : and about foure 
or fine dayes then next after, her said Graund-mother did 
requeft this Examinate to lead her foorth about ten of the 
clocke in the night; which this Examinate accordingly 
did, and (lie (layed foorth tlien about an hourc. and this 
Exaniinates lifter fetched her in agaiac. And this Exami- 
nate heard the next monuiig, that a woman Child of the 
fayd Richard Baldwim was fallen ficke ; and as this Exa^ 
minate did then heare, the fayd Child did languilli after- 
wards by the (pace of a yeare, or thereaboutes, and dyed : 
And this Examinate verily thinketh, that her faid Graund- 
mother did bewitch the fayd Child to death. 

And further, this Examinate fayth, that (lie heard her 
layd Graund-mother lay prelently after her falling out 
with the layd Baldwin, Ihee would pray for the layd Bald- 
win both ftill and loude : and this Examinate heard her 
curlTe the fayd Baldwin lundrj- times. 

The 




I The Examination of lames Uetdce of the Forreft of 

Pendle, in the Countie of Lancqfler Labourer, takeo the 

27- day of April, Annoq; Beffni ReffU laeobi, Angliw, S^c. 

Declmo : ac Seolie Qitadrafff/imo quinto : Before 

Moi/er Notcell and Nicholas Bani/ier, E/q. 

two of his MuellieB Juftiees of Peace within 

tLe fnyd Coantie. 

S HE layd Examinate lames Deuice I'ayth, 
^that about a mouth agoe, as this Exami- 
Snate was comuiing towards his Mothers 
Shoufe, and at day-gate of the lame night, ^"eninfl- 
this Examinate mette a browue Dogge 
conmiing from his Graund-mothers lioule, about tenne 
Roodes dirtant from the fame houfe : and about two or 
three nights after, that this Examinate heard a voyce of a 
great number of Children fcreiking and crying pittifidly, 
about day-light gate ; and likcwile, about ten Roodes di- 
ftant of this Examinates fayd Graund-mothers houle. 
And about fiue nights tlien next following, prefently after 
daylight, within 20. Roodes of the liiyd Elizabeth Sov>- 
thej-ns house, he heard a foule yelling like vnto a great 
number of Cattes : but what they were, this Examinate 
cannot tell. And he further fayth, that about three niglits 
after that, about midnight of tlie lame, there came a thing, 
and lay vpon iiim very heauily about an hourc, and went 
then from him out of his Cliamber window, coloured 
blaeke, and about the bignefle of a Hare or Catte. And 
he further liiyth. that about S. Petei-'s day laft, one Henry 
Bidhcke came to the fayd E/isabeth Sowtherns houle, and 
layd, that her Graund-child Aliznii Deuice, had bewitched 
a Child of his, and defired her that llie would goe with 
him to his houle ; whicli accordingly Ihe did : And there- 
vpon fhe the faid Alizon fell downe on her knees, & asked 
the laid Bullocke foipuenes, and confefled to him, that Ihe 
had bewitched the faid child, as this Examinate lieard his 
laid filler confclfe vnto him this Examinate. 

C 2 The 
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The Examination of Eliza- 

bet!) Deuic-e, Daughter of old Demdike, taken 

at Head before Roger NoweU Elquire, one of 

his Maiel^ies Iii'^ices of Peace witliiu the 

Countie of Lancafter the xxx. day 

of March, Annmj; RegniJaeoH 

Decimo, ac Scotie xln. 




He fayd Elizabeth Deuicc the Exa- 
' niinate, lajth, that the fayd Eliza- 
? beth Smctherm. alias Demdike, hath 
■ had a place on her left fide by the 
/ Ipace of fourty yeares, in fuch fort, 
: as was to be feene at this Exami- 
^ nates Examination taking, at this 
prcfeut time. 

Heere this worthy luftice M. Nowell, out of thcle par- 
ticular Examinations, or rather Accufations, finding mat- 
ter to proceed ; and hauing now before him old Demdike, 
old Cha(to.r, Alizoti Dci/ice, and Jtedferne both old and 
young, Reos confitentcs, et Accufantes Invicein. About the 
fecond of Aprill laft part, committed and tent them away 
to the Caftle at Lancafter, there to remaine vntill the com- 
ming of the Kinges Maiefties luftices of Alsife, then to 
receiue their trvall. 

But 
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But heere they had not llayed a weeke, when their 
Children and Friendes being abroad at libertie, laboured a 
fpeciall meeting at Malkint} Tower in the Forrert of Pen- 
die, vpon Good-frydaj, mthin a weeke after they were 
committed, of all the moft dangerous, wicked, and dam- 
nable Witches in the County farre and neere. Vpon 
Good-frjday they met, according to folemne appoynt- 
ment, folemnized this great Feaftiuall day according to 
their former order, with great chcare, merry company, 
and much conference. 

In the end, in this great AlTemblic, it was decreed M. 
Couell by reafon of his Office, fliail be flaine before the 
next Alsifes: The Cattle of Lancnjler to be blowen vp, 
and ayde and alliftance to be feiit to kill M. Lijler, with 
his old Enemie and wicked Neighbour lennet Prejion : 
with Ibme other iiich like practiles; as vpon their Ar- 
raignement and Tryall, are particularly let foorth, and gi- 
uen in euidence againft them. 

This was not fo fecret, but fome notice of it came to M. 
Nmcell, and by his great paincs taken in the Examination 
of lennet Deuicc, al their practifes are now made knowen. 
Their purpole to kill M. Couell, and blow vp the Cattle, 
is preuented. All their Murders, Witchcraftes, Inchaunt- 
ments, Charmes, & Sorceries, are dilcouered ; and euen in 
the middett of their confultations, they are all confoun- 
ded, and arretted by Gods luftice : brought before M. 
Nowell, and M. Bannejier, vpon their voluntary confefsi- 
ons, Examinations, and other Euidence accufed, and fo 
by them committed to the Cattle : So as now both old 
and young, haue taken vp their lodgings with M. Couell, 
vntill the next Afsifes, expecting their Tryall and deli- 
uerance, according to the I^wes prouided for fuch 
like. 
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In the meane time, M. Nowell hauing knowledge by 
this difcouery of their meeting at Malkdng Tower, and 
their refolution to execute mifchiefe, takes great paines to 
apprehend fuch as were at libertie, and prepared Euidence 
againft all fuch as were in queftion for Witches. 

Afterwardes fendes fome of thefe Examinations, to the 
Alsifes at Yorke, to be giuen in Evidence againft leiinet 
Prqfion, who for the murder of M. Liftei\ is condemned 
and executed. 

The Circuite of the North partes being now almoft 
ended. 

The 16. of Auguft. 

Vpon Sunday in the after noone, my honorable Lords 
the ludges of Afsife, came from Kendall to Lancajier. 

Wherevpon M. Cotidl. prefented vnto their Lordihips 
a Calender, conteyning the Names of the Prifoners com- 
mitted to his charge, which were to receiue their Tryall at 
the Alsifes: Out of which, we are onely to deale with the 
proceedings againft Witches, which were as foUoweth. 

Viz. 

The 
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The Names of the 

Witches committed to the 
Caftle of Lancajier. 

Elizabeth Sowtherns. ^ Who dyed before 

alias V fhee 

Old Deindike. ) came to her tryall. 

Anne Whittle^ alias Chattoa*. 

Elizabeth Deuice^ Daughter of old Demdike. 

lames Deuice^ Sonne of Elizabeth Deuice. 

Anne Readfeatney Daughter oi Anne Chattod\ 

Alice Nuttei\ 

Katherine Hewytte. 

lohn Bulcocke. 

lane Bulcocke. 

Alizon Deuice, Daughter oi Elizabeth Deuice. 

If obeli Rcbey. 

Magaret Pearfon. 

The Witches of Salmef buiy. 

lennet Bierley. 1 f Elizabeth AJiley. 

Elen Bierley. I ^ Alice Gray. 



lane Southwai*th. I 
lohn Ramefden. J 



Ifabell Sidegraues. 
, Latvrence Haye. 



The next day, being Monday, the 17. of August, were 
the Aisifes holden in the Caftle of Lancajiery as fol- 
loweth. 

PhuMa 
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Lanc.fjs. ^^^^^[f Ehberatio GaolfB Domini Regis Cajiriftii Lan- 

caijir. ac Prifonariovu in eadem ej'i/ient. Tenia 

apud Lancaftr. in com. Lancnflr. Die Luna, 

■jt Decimo feptimo die A ngujii, A nno Regni 

Domini nqflri lacofii dei gratia Anglife, Fran- 

cifs, et Hibei-nia, Regis fidei defenjoris ; Decimo : et Scotia 

Quadragefimo fextn ; Cm-am lacobo Altham MiliL vno 

Baronum Scaccarij Domini Regis, et Edwardo Bromley 

Milil. ahero Baronum eiufdem Scaccarij Domini Regis : 

ac Iicjiic. dicti Domini Regis apud Lancnjir. 

YPoii the Tewefdaj in the after nooiie, tlie Iiidges 
according to the courfe and order, deuided them 
ielues, where vpon mj Lord Bromln/, one of Ills 
Maiefties ludges of Afsife comniing into the Hall to 
proceede with the Pieaes of the Crowne, & the Arraigne- 
ment and Tryall of Prifoners, coniniaunded a general! 
Proclamation, that all Indices of Peace that had taken 
any Recognilaunces, or Examinations of Prifoners, 
fhould make Returne of them: And all Inch as were 
bound to prolecute Indictmentos, and g^ue Euidence 
againft Witches, Iliould proceede, and giue attendance : 
For hee now intended to proceede to the Arraignement 
and Tryall of Witches, 

After which, the Court being fet, M. Sherieft'e was 
commaunded to prefent his Prifoners before his Lord- 
ftiip, and prepai'e a I'ufficient lurie of Gentlemen for life 
and death. But hcere we want old Demdike. who dyed in 
the Cartle before Ilie came to her tryall. 

Heere 
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Heere you may not expect the exact order of the Afei- 
fes, with the Proclamations, and other folemnities belong- 
ing to fo great a Court of luftice ; but the proceedinges 
againft the Witches, who are now vpon their deliue- 
rance here in order as they came to the Barre, with the 
particular poyntes of Euidence againft them : which is the 
labour and worke we now intend (by Gods grace) to per- 
forme as we may, to your generall contentment. 

Wherevpon, the firft of all thefe, Anne Whittle^ alias 
Cliattoxy was brought to the Barre : againft whom wee 
arc now ready to proceed. 

The 
D. 
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The 



Arraignement 



and 



Tryall of Aime Whittle, alias Chattox, 

of the Forreft of Pendk, in the Coun- 

tie of Lanca/ier, Widdow ; 

about the age of Foure- 



WhiUle, alias Chattoj; 




JF in this damnable courfe of life, and offen- 
' ces, more horrible and odious, then any 
; man is able to exprefle : any man lyuing 
J could lament the eftate of any fuch like 
vpon earth : The example of this poore 
creature, would haue moued pittie, in refpect of her 
great contrition and repentance, after flic was committed 
to the Caftle at Lancajiei; vntill the comming of his 
Maiesties Iiidges of Alsife. But fuch was the nature of 
her offences, & the multitude of her crying fmnes, as it 
tooke away all fenfe of humanity. And the repetition 
of her hellifli practifes, and Reuenge ; being the chiefeft 
thinges wherein flie alwayes tooke great delight, t<^ear 
ther with a particular declaration of the Murders fliee 
had committed, layde open to the world, and giuen in 
Euidence againll her at the time of her Arraignement and 

Tryall ; 
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Tryall ; as certainely it did beget contempt in the Audi- 
ence, and fuch as flie neuer offended. 

This Anne Whittle, alias Chattoj; was a very old withe- 
red fpent and decreped creature, her light almoft gone : A 
dangerous Witch, of very long continuance ; alwayes 
oppofite to old Demdike : For whom the one fauoured. Her owne 
the other hated deadly : and how they enule and accufe enramination 
one an other, in their Examinations, may appeare. 

In her Witchcraft, alwayes more ready to doe mifchiefe 
to mens goods, then themfelues. Her lippes euer chat^ 
tering and walking : but no man knew what. She lined 
in the Forreft of Pend/e, amongft this wicked company of 
dangerous Witches. Yet in her Examination and Con- 
felsion, flie dealt alwayes very plainely and truely : for 
^•pon a Ipeciall occafion being oftentimes examined in 
open Court, fliee was neuer found to vary, but alwayes 
to agree in one, and the felfe fame thing. 

I place her in order, next to that wicked fire-brand of 
mifchiefe. old Demdike, beeaufe from thefe two, fprung 
all the reft in order : and were the Children and Friendes, 
of thele two notorious Witches. 



Many thinges in the difcouery of them, Ihall be very 
worthy your obferuation. As the times and occaliona to 
execute their mifchiefe. And this in generall : the Spirit 
could neuer hurt, till they gaue confent. 

And, but that it is my charge, to fet foortii a particular 

Declaration of the Euidcnee againft them, i'pon their 

Arraigneraent and Tryall ; with their Dinclifli praetifes, 

confultations, meetings, and murders committed by them, 

D2 in 
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in fuch fort, as they were giuen in Euidenee againll them ; 
for the which, I thall haue matter vpon Record. I could 
make a largo Comentarie of thera : But it is my humble 
duety, to obferue the Charge and Comraaundement of 
thefe my Honorable good Lordes the Judges of Alsile, 
and not to exceed the limits of my Commilsion. Where- 
fore I fliall now bring this auncient Witch, to the due 
courfe of her Tryall, in order. viz. 

Indictment. 

THis Anne Whittle, alias Chalioj; of the Forreft of 
Pendle in the Countie of Lnncajler Wlddow, being 
Indicted, for that fliee felonioufly had practifed, 
vfed, and exerciled diuers wicked and diuelilh Artes cal- 
led Witchcraftes, Inchauntmetites, Charmes, and Sorce- 
ries, in and vpon one Robert Nutter of Greenchead, in the 
Forreft of Pendle, in tlie Countie of La)ic : and by force 
of the fame Witchcraft, felonioufly the sayd Robert Nut- 
ter had killed. Contra Pncem, Sfc. Being at the Barre, was 
arraigned. 

To this Indictment, vpon her Arraignement, Ihee 
pleaded. Not guiltie ; and for the tryall of her life, put her 
felfe vpon God and her Country. 

^Vherevpon my Lord Bromlei/ commaunded M. She- 
riffe of the County of Lmicajler in open Court, to retume 
a lurie of worthy fufficient Gentlemen of vnderftanding, 
to pafle betweene our foueraigne Lord the Kinges Mar 
ieftie, and her, and others the Prilbners, vpon their hues 
and deathes; as hereafter follow in order: who were af- 
terwardcs fworne, according to the forme antl order of 

the 
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lie Court, the Prifoners being admitted to their lawfull 
challenges. 

Which being done, and the Prilbner at the Barre rear 
die to receiue her Tryall : M. Nowell, being the beft in- 
ftnicted of any man, of all the particular poyntes of Eui- 
dence againft her, and her fellowes, hauing taken great 
paynes in the proceedinges againft. her and her fellowes ; 
Humbly prayed, her owne voluntary Confelsion and 
Examination taken before hini, when llie was apprehen- 
ded and committed to the Callle of Lancafter for Witch- 
craft; might openly be pnbliflied againft; her: which here- 
after foUoweth. Viz. 



The voluntary Coiifefsion and Examination of 

Anne Whitllp, alias Cha(to.r, taken at the Fence in the 

Forreft of Pendle, in the Countie of Lancafter ; 

Before Boper NovjeU E/q, one of the 

Kinges MaieTties lufticea of Peace 

in the Cuuntie of Lancafter. 



3 layd Anne Whiltk, alias C/tattai; vp- 
I her Examination, voluntarily confef- 
leth, and I'ayth. That about foureteene or 
fifteene yeares agoe, a tiling like a Chrifti- 
an man for foure yeares togcather, did fun- 
dry times come to this Examinate, and requefted this Ex- 
aminate to giue him her Soulc : And in the end, this Ex- 
aminate was contented to giuc him her fayd Soule, fliee 
being then in her owne houle, in the Forreft of Petidle; 
wherevpon the Deuill then in the ihape of a Man, fayd to 
this Examinate : Thou llialt want notliing ; and be reuen- 
ged of whom thou lift. And the Deuill then iiirther eom- 
D 3. maun- 
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maunded this Exarainate, to call him b^ the nanie of Fan- 
cie ; and when flie wanted any thing, or would be reucn- 
ged of any, call on Fancie, and he would be ready. And 
the layd Spirit or Deuill, did appearo vnto her not long 
after, in mans likenefTe, and would haue had this Exarai- 
nate to haue confented, that he might hurt the wife of 
Richard Bnldwin of Pendle ; But this Examinate would 
not then confent vnto him : For which caule, the fayd 
Deuill would then haue bitten her by the arme ; and lb 
vaniflied away, for that time. 

And this Exarainate further fayth, that Rofiei't Nutter 
did defire her Daughter one Red/earns wife, to haue his 
pleafure of her, being then in Red/earns houle : but the 
fayd Rcdfeam-s wife denyed the fayd Robert; wherevpon 
the fayd Robert feeming to be greatly difpleafed there- 
with, in a great anger tooke his Horfe, and went away, 
faying in a great rage, that if euor the Ground came to 
him, fliee (hould neuer dwell vpon his Land. Where- 
vpon this Exarainate called Fancie to her : who came to 
her in the likenefle of a Man in a parcell of Ground cal- 
led. The Laund ; asking this Exarainate, what Ihee would 
haue him to doe ? And tliis Exarainate bade him goe re- 
uenge her of the (ayd Robei-t Nutter. After which tirae, 
the fayd Robert Nutter liued about a quarter of a yeare, 
and then dyed. 

And this Examinate further fayth, that Elizabeth Nnt- 
tei; wife to old Robert Nutter, did requell this Exarainate, 
and Loomi^haws wife of Biirley, and one lane Boothman, of 
the larae, who are now both dead, (which tirae of requeft, 
was before that Robert Nutter defired the corapany of 
Redfearns wife) to get young Robert Nutter- his death, if 

they 
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they could ; all being togeather then at that time, to that 
end, that if Robert were dead, then the Women their 
Coofens might haue the Land : By whofe perfwafion, they 
all eonfented vnto it. After which time, this Examinates 
Sonne in law Thomas Redfeamej did perfwade this Ex- 
aminate, not to kill or hurt the fayd Robert Nutter; for 
which perfwafion, the layd Loomq/haws Wife, had like to 
haue killed the fayd Redfeame^ but that one M. Baldwyn 
(the late Schoole-maifter at Cotdne) did by his learning, 
(lay the fayd Loom^aws wife, and therefore had a Capon 
from Redfeame. 

And this Examinate further fayth, that fhe thinketh the 
fayd Loom^aws wife, and lane Boothman^ did what they 
could to kill the fayd Robert Nutter^ as well as this Exa- 
minate did. 
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The Rxam'matmi of Elizabeth 
SoTHEBNEs, alias Old Dembdike: ifOcen ai 
the Fence in the Fwreji of Pendle in the Countie of Lan- 
cq/ler, the day and t/eare aforefaid. 

Before, 
Roger Nowel Efquire, nnc of the Khufs MaieJIief: 
luftices of Peace in the faid Conntie, affainjf Anne 
Whittle, alias C h a t t o x. 

THe laid Elizabeth Southernes faith vpon her Exami- 
nation, that about halfe a yeare before Jtobert Nut- 
ter died, as this Examinate thinketh, this Examinate 
went to the houle of Thomas Redfearne, which was a- 
bout Mid-fommer, as this Examinate remembreth it. 
And there within three yards of the Eaft end of the laid 
houfe, fliee faw the faid Anne Whittle, alias Chattoa; and 
Anne Redferne wife of the laid Thomas Redferne, and 
Daughter of the faid Anne Whittle, alias Chatto.f : the one 
on the one fide of the Ditch, and the other on the other : 
and two Pictures of Clay or Marie lying by them : and 
the third Picture the laid Anne Whittle, alias Chatto,r, was 
making : and tlie faid A nne Redf'rne her faid Daughter, 
wrought her Clay or Marie to make the third picture 
withall. And this Examinate pafling by them, the faid 
Spirit, called Tilit>, in the Jliape of a black Cat, appeared 
vDto her this Examinate, and laid, tume back againe, and 
doe as they doe : To whom this Examinate laid, what 
are they doing? whereunto the faid Spirit faid; they 
are making three Pictures : whereupon Ilie asked whofe 
pictures they were ? whereunto the laid Spirit faid ; they 
E are 
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are the pictures of Ckriftopher Nutter, Robert Nutter, and 
Marie, wife of the faid Robert Nutter : But this Exami- 
nate denying to goe back to helpe them to make the Pi- 
ctures aibrefaid ; the faid Spirit feeming to be angric, 
therefore ilioue or pulhed this Examinate into the 
ditch, and fo Ihed the Milke which this Examinate had 
in a Can or Kit : and lb thereupon tlie Spirit at that time 
vanilhed out of this Examinates fight: But prefently af- 
ter that, the laid Spirit appeared to this Examinate a- 
gaine in the fhape of a Hare, and lb went with her Or 
bout a quarter of a mile, but laid nothing to this Exar 
minate, nor ftiee to it. 



The Examination and euidence of I a m e s 

Robinson, taken the day and yeare afore/aid. 

Before 
Roger Nowel Efquire a/ore/atd, againjt Anne 
Whittle, alias Chattox, Prifoner at the Barre 
as foUnweth. viz. 



THe faid Examinate faith, that about fixe yeares a^ 
goe, Anne Whittle, alias Chaftoa; was liired by this 
Examinates wife to card wooll ; and fo vpon a Friday 
and Saturday, fliee came and carded wooll with this Ex- 
aminates wife, and fo the Munday then next after fhee 
came likewlfe to card: and this Examinates wife hauing 
newly tunned drinke into Stands, which ftood by the 
faid Anne Whittle, alias Chaflai.- and the faid Ann Whittle 
taking a Difli or Cup, and drawing drinke feuerall times : 

and 
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and fo neuer aftor that time, for fomc eight or nine 
weekes, they could haue any drinke. but fpoiled, and as 
this Examinate thinketh was by the meanes of the laid 
Chailo.r. And further lie faith, that the faid Anne Whittle, 
alias Chatloj; and Anne Red/erne her faid Daughter, 
are commonly reputed and reported to bee Witches. 
And hee alfo faith, that about Ibme eighteene yeares a- 
goe, he dwelled with one Robert Nutter the elder, of 
Pendle aforefaid. And that yong Rohert Nutter, who 
dwelled with his Grand-father, in the Sommer time, he 
fell licke, and in his faid ficknefle hee did feuerall times 
complaine, that hee had harme by them : and this Exa^ 
minate asking him what hee meant by that word Them, 
He faid, that he verily thought that the faid Anne Whit- 
tle, alias Chattod; and the faid Redfei-nes wife, had be- 
witched him: and the laid Rodert Nutter ihortly after, 
being to goe with his then Mafter, called Sir Richard 
Shaitlcworih, into Wales, this Examinate heard him 
lay before his then going, vnto the faid Thomas Red- 
feme, that if euer he came againe he would get his Far- 
ther to put the faid Redferne out of his houle. or he him- 
felfe would pull it downe ; to whom the faid Redferne 
replyed, faying ; when you come back againe you will 
be in a better minde : but he neuer came back againe, but 
died before Candlemas in Chefhire, as he was comming 
homeward. 

Since the voluntarie confeflion and examination of a 
Witch , doth exceede all other euidence, I fpare to 
trouble you with a multitude of Examinations , 
or Depofitions of any other witneffes , by reafon 
this bloudie fact, for the Murder of Robert Nutter, 
vpon fo fmall an occafion, as to threaten to take away 
E2 hia 
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his owne land from luch as were not worthie to inha- 
bite or dwell A-pon it, is now made by that which you 
haue alreadie heard, lb apparant, as no indifferent man 
will queftion it, or reft vnfatisfied : I lliall now proceeds 
to fet forth vnto you the reft of her actions, remaining 
vpon Record. And how dangerous it was for any man 
to Hue neere these people, to g^ue them any occafion of 
offence, I leaue it to your good confideration. 



The Examination and voluntarie Con- 
fefnimi of AtitiE W h i T T le, alias C h a T T o x, la- 
ke?! at the Fence in the Forreji of Pendle, in the Countie 
of Lancqfter, the fecond day of Ap-ill, Anno Regni 
Regis I A c o B 1 Anglite, Franciae, & Hibemise, de- 
cimo & Scotia? xlv. 

Before 
RoQER Now EL, Effjuire, one of his Maiefiies 
lujlices of Peace within the Countie of Lancqfter. 

SHe the faid Examinate laith. That ftiee was lent for 
by the wife of lohn Moore, to helpe drlnke that was 
forspoken or bewitched: at which time lliee vfed this 
Prayer for the amending of it, viz. 



ACha 



Three Biteis haft thou bitten. 
The Hart, ill Eye, ill Tonge : 
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Three bitter Jliall be thy Boote, 
Father, Sonne, and Holy Ghnji 
a Gods name. 
Fine Pater-iiojlers, Jiue Ames, 

and a Creede, 
In worjhip of fine wounds 
of our L&rd. 



After which time that this Examinate had vfed thefe 
prayers, and amended her drinke, the faid Moores wife 
did chide this Examinate, and was grieued at her. 

And thereupon this Examinate called for her Denill 
Fancie, and bad him goe bite a browne Cow of the faid 
Mowes by the head, and make the Cow goe madde : and 
the Denill then, in the likenefle of a browne Dogge, 
went to the faid Cow, and bit her : which Cow went 
madde accordingly, and died within fix weekes next af- 
ter, or thereabouts. 

AUb this Examinate faith. That flie perceiuing An- 
thonic Nutter of Pendle to fauour Elisabeth Sothernes, 
alias Dembdike, Jlie, this Examinate, called Fancie to her, 
(who appeared like a man) and bad him goe kill a Cow 
of the faid Anthonies; which the laid Deuill did, and 
that Cow died alfo. 

And further this Examinate faith. That the Deuill, 
or Fancie, hath taken moft of her fight away from her. 
And further this Examinate saith. That in Summer 
laft, faue one, the faid Deuill, or Fancie, came ^-pon this 
Examinate in the night time : and at diuerfe and liin- 
dry times in the likenefle of a Beare, gaping as though 
he would haue wearied this Examinate. And the laft 
time of all fliee, this Examinate, law him, was vpon 
E 3 Thiu-i: 
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Thurfday lad yeare but one, next before Midlumnier 
(lay, in the euening. like a Beare, and this Examinate 
would not then fpeako vnto him, for the which the faid 
Deuill pulled this Examinate dowm-. 



The Examination of Iames Device, 

fonne o/" Elizabeth Device, taken the feuen and 
twentieth day of A frill, Annoq; Reg. Regis Iacobi 
Anglise, &c. Decimo ac Scoti* xlv. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Banister, 
Effjuires, two of his Maiejiies luflices of the Peace with- 
in the /aid Countie. viz. 

ANd further Imth, That twelue yeares agoe, the faid 
Anne Chatfox at a Buriall at the new Cliureh in 
Pendle, did take three fcalpes of people, which had l>een 
buried, and then caft out of a graue, as llie the faid Chat- 
tor told this Examinate ; and tooke eight teeth out of 
the laid Scalpes, whereof Ihe kept foure to her felfe, and 
gaue other foure to the faid Demdikc, this Examinates 
Grand-mother: which foure teeth now fhewcd to this 
Examinate, are the foure teeth that the faid Chattox gaue 
to his laid Grand-mother, as aforefaid; which faid 
teeth haue euer fmce beene kept, vntill now found by 
the laid Henry Hartp-eiiies & this Examinate, at the Wefl> 
end of this Examinates Grand-mothers houfe, and 
there buried in the earth, and a Picture of Clay there 
likewife found by them, about haife a yard ouer in the 

earth. 



of WUches at Lnnra/iei: 
earth, where the faid teeth lay, wliich laid picture Co 
found was almoll withered away, and was the Picture 
o( Amie, Anthony Nutters daughter; as this Examinatcs 
Grand-mother told him. 



The Kxamination of Allizon De- 
vice daughter »7/"Elizabeth Device: Takm at 
Reade, m the Cimntie of Laneajler, the thirtieth riai/ of 
March, Anuoq; Reg. Regis I acq n I nunc Angliit, 
&c. Decimo, & Scotia; Quadragelirao quinto. 

Before 
RoGEit Now EL of Ileailc aforefaid. Efyuire, one 
of his Mai^ies Iiifiiecs of the Peace, within the faid 
Countie. 



THis Examinate (aith, that about eleucn year(.« a- 
goe, this Examinate and her mother had their Hnv 
houfe broken, and all, or the moft part of their linnpn 
clothes, & halfe a peck of cut oat-tncale, and a quantttie 
of meale gone, all which was worth twc-ntie ihillings, or 
aboue : and vpon a Sunday then next after, this Exami- 
nate did take a band and a coife, parcell of the goods \- 
forefaid, vpon the daughter of Aniie Whittle, alias Chat- 
loj; and claimed them to be parcell of the goods ftoloc, 
as aforelaid. 

And this Examinate further laith. That her father, 
called lohn Deuire, being afraid, that the laid Anae Chat- 
tox Ihould doe him or his goods any hurt by Witch- 
craft; 
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craft; did eouenant with the faid A71JIP, that if ihe would 
hurt neither of them, flio fliould yearely haue one Agh- 
en-dole of meale ; which nieale was yearely paid, vntill 
the jeare which her father died in, which was about e- 
leuen yeares fince: Her father vpon his then-death-bed, 
taking it that the faid An?ie Whittle, alias Chattoa,; did be- 
witch him to death, becaule the faid meale was not paid 
the laft yeare. 

And flie alfo faith, That about two yeares agone, this 
Examiaate being in the houfe of Antho/v/ Natter of 
Pendle aforefaid, and being then in company with Anne 
Nutter, daughter of tlie faid Anthony : the faid Anne 
Whittle, alias Chattox, came into the faid Anthony Nutters 
houfe, and feeing this Examinate, and the faid Anne 
Nutter laughing, and faying, that they laughed at her the 
faid Chattoj:: well laid then (fayes Anne Chatfod-) I will 
be meet with the one of you. And vpon the next day 
after, flie the faid Anne Nutter fell ficke, aud within three 
weekes after died. And further, this Examinate laith, 
That about two yeares agoe, Ihe, this Examinate, hath 
heard. That the faid Atme Whittle, alias Chnitoiv, was 
fuipcctcd for bewitching the drinke of lohn Moore of 
Higham Gentleman: and not long after, (hee this Exa- 
minate heard the laid Chattox lay, that ilie would meet 
with the faid John Moore, or his. Whereupon a child of 
the faid lokn Moores, called John, fell fick, and laiiguillicd 
about haUe a yeare, and then died: during which lan- 
guilliing, this Examinate faw the faid Chaitoj.- fitting in 
her owne garden, and a picture of Clay like ^-nto a child 
in her Apron; which this Examinate elpying, the faid 
Anne Chattox would haue hidde with her Apron: and 
this Examinate declaring the fame to her mother, her 

mother 
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mother thought it was the picture of the iaid fohn 
Afoores childe. 

And ihe this Examinate further faith. That about 
fixe or leuen yeares agoe, the faid Chaltoj^ did fall out 
with one Huijh Moore of Pendle, as aforefaid, about cer- 
taine cattell of the faid Moorcs, which the faid Mowe 
did charge the faid Chattnx to haue bewitched : for which 
the faid Chatfof did curie and worry the laid Moore, and 
laid flie would be Reuenged of the laid Moore : where- 
upon the faid Moore prefently fell ficke, and langiudied 
about halfe a yeare, and then died. Which Moore vpon 
his death-bed laid, that the laid Chattox had bewitched 
him to death. And Ihe further faith. That about lixe 
yeares agoe, a daughter of the faid Anne Chattod; called 
EUzaietk, hauing been at the houfe of lohn Nuttei- of the 
Bull-hole, to begge or get a difti full of milke, whicli Ihe 
had, and brought to her mother, who was about a fields 
breadth of the laid Nutt&rs houfe, which her laid mo- 
ther Anne ChaitoA' tooke and put into a Kan, and did 
chame the fame with two ftickes acrofle in the fame 
field : whereupon the faid lohn Nutters fonne came vnto 
her, the faid C/iatfo^. and milliking her doings, put the 
laid Kan and milke ouer with his foot ; and the morning 
next after, a Cow of the laid lo/m Nutters fell licke, and 
io languiftied three or foure dayes. and then died. 

In the end being openly charged with all this in open 
Court ; with weeping teares flie iiumhly acknowled- 
ged them to be true, and cried out vnto God for Mercy 
and forgiuenelTe of her fmnes, and humbly prayed my 
Lord to be mercifiill vnto Amie Jted/eame her daughter, 
of whofe life and condition you Iball heare more vpon 
F her 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

and Triall i?/" Elizabeth De- 
vice {Dauqhter of Elizabeth Sothernes, 
alias Old Dembdike) late wife of lo. D e v i ce, 
of the Ftyrrefi of Pendle, in the Counfie of Lamajier, wi- 
dow, for Witchcraft; Vpoti Tuefday the eighteenth of Att- 
ffft/l, at the Afsifes and generaU Gaole-Deliuene holden at 
Lancq/ler 

Before 
Sir Edward Bromley Knight, one of his Ma- 
iejiies luftices of Afsife at Lancnfier. 

Elizabeth Deuice. 




\ Barbarous and inhumane Monfter, be- 
yond example ; ixi farre from fenfible vn- 
derftanding of thy owne miferie, as to 
bring thy owne naturatl cliildren into 
mifchiefe and bondage ; and thy felfe to 
be a witnefle vpon the Gallowes, to fee thy owne chil- 
dren, by thy deuilHfli inftructions hatcht vp in VLllanie 
and Witchcraft, to fuffer with thee, cuen in the begin- 
ning of tlieir time, a fliamefull and >Titimely Death. 
Too much (fo it be true) cannot be faid or written of 
her. Such was her Hfe and condition : that euen at the 
Barre, when fliee came to receiue her Triall (where the 
F2 leaft 
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leafl fimrke of Grace or motleftie would haue procui-etl 
fauour, or moued pitie) Ihe was not able to contaiiie her 
felfe within the limits of any order or gouemment : but 
exclaiming, in very outragious manner crying out ar 
gainrt her owne children, and I'uch as came to prol'ecute 
Indictments & Euidence for the Kings Maieftie againll 
her, for the death of their Children, Friends, and Kins- 
folkes, whome cruelly and bloudily, by her Enchaunt- 
ments, Charmes, and Sorceries Ihe had murthered and 
cut off; fparing no man with fearefuU execrable curies 
and banning : Such in gcnerall was the common opini- 
on of the Countrey where Ihe dwelt, in the Forreft of 
Pendle (a place fit for j)eoi)le of lUch condition) that no 
man neere her, neither his wife, children, goods, or cat- 
tell ihould be lecure or free from danger. 

This Elizabeth Dcuice was the daughter of Elizabeth 
Sofhernes, old Dembdike, a malicious, wicked, and dange- 
rous Witch for fiftie yeares, as appeareth by Record: 
and how much longer, the Deuill and lliee knew bell 
with whome Hiee made her couenant. 

It is very eertaine, that amongft all thefe Witches 
there was not a more dangerous and deuillilli Witch to 
execute mifchiefe, hauing old Dembdike, her mother, to 
affift her; lames Deuice and Alizmt Deuice, her owne na- 
turall children, all prouided with Spirits, vpon any occar 
fion of offence readie to afTift her. 

Vpon her Examination, although Mailer Nowel was 
very circumfpect, and exceeding careftiU in dealing 
with her, yet flie would eonfefie nothing, vntill it plesr 
fed God to raife vj) a yong maid, lennet Deuice, her owne 
daughter, about the age of nine yeares (a witnefle vn- 
expected) to dil'couer all their Practifes, Meetings, Con- 

iultations. 



of U'itc/if-y at Lancujler. 
fultations, Murthers, Charmes, and Villanies: fuch, and 
in iuch fort, as I may iuftly fay of them, as a reuerend 
and learned ludge of tliis Kingdomc fpeaketh of the 
greateft Treafon that euer was in this Kingdome, Quis 
hfBC posteris ^c narrare poteyit, vt facta nonjicta effe vide- 
anturf That when thefe things fliall be related to Po- 
fteritie, they will be reputed matters faiued, not done. 

And then knowing, that both lennel Deuice, her 
daughter, lames Deuice, her Ibnnc, and Alizon Deuice, with 
others, had acculed her and layed open all things, in their 
Examinations taken before Mafter Nowel, and although 
Ihe were their owne naturall mother, yet they did not 
fpare to accufe her of euery particular fact, which in her 
time flie had committed, to their knowledge; (lie made 
a very liberall and voluntarie Confeffion, as hereafter 
fliall be giuen in euidence againft her, vpon her Arraign- 
ment and Triall. 

This Elizabeth Deuice being at libertie, after Old 
Demhdike her mother, Alizon Deuice, her daughter, and 
old Chattocks were committed to the Callle of Lanca^ 
fter for Witchcraft ; laboured not a little to procure 
a folemne meeting at Malkyn-Tower of the Graund 
Witches of the Counties of Lancafter and Yorke, being 
yet vnfufpected and vntaken, to confult of fome fpcedie 
courfe for the deliuerance of their friends, the Witches 
at Lancafter, and for the putting in execution of fome 
other deuillifli practifes of Murther and Milchiefe : as 
vpon the Arraignement and Triall of lames Deuice, her 
fonne, Ihall hereafter in euery particular point appeare 
at large againft her. 
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The Arnii^wL-ment and TrinU 

The fiiit Indictment. 

THis Elizabeth Deuiee. late the wife of John Deuiee^ of 
the Forreft of Pendle in the Countie of Lancafter 
Widdow, beins: indicte«i for that ihee fellonioufly had 
practized, yfe<l and exerciied diners wicked and deuil- 
lilh Arts, called Jllfch-crafh. Itichantmeht^ Charmes^ and 
Sorceries, in, and rpon one lohn Robinfotu alias Swyer: and 
by force of the fame feUoniouJly. the laid lohn Robin/an^ 
alias Siryer. had killed. Contra pacem. ifc. being at the 
Barre was arraigned. 

2 . Indictment. 

The laid Elizabeth Deuice was the fecond time indi- 
cted in the fame manner and forme, for the death of 
lames Robinfon^ by Witch-craft. Contra pacem, ^c. 

3 . Indictment. 

The laid Elizabeth Deuice^ was the third time with 
others, viz. Alice X utter, and Elizabeth Sot hemes, alias 
Old'Dembdike, her Grand-mother, Indicted in the lame 
manner and forme, for the death of Henrie Mytton. 
Contra pacem, Sfc. 

To thefe three feuerall Indictments ^-pon her Ar- 
raignement, lliee pleaded not guiltie; and for the tryall 
of her life, put her felfe A'pon Grod and her Countrie. 

So as now the Gentlemen of the lurie of life and 
death, Hand charged to finde, whether fliee bee guiltie 
of them, or any of them. 

Where- 
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Whereupon there was openly read, and giuen in e- 
uidence againft her, for the Kings Majeftie, her o%vne 
voluntarie Confeflion and Examination, when lliee was 
apprehended, taken, and committed to the Caftle of 
Lancafter by M. Nowel, and M. Bannejier, two of his 
Maiefties luftices of Peace in the lame Comitie. riz. 



The Examination and voluntarie Confef- 

^on o/" Elizabeth Device, taken at the houfe of 
I A M E s Wi L 8EY of the Forrejl of Pendlc, in the Coun- 
tie of Lancafter, the feuen and twentieth day of Api-iU: 
Anno Reg. Iacobi, Angl. Sfc. decimo, Sf Scotiee xlv. 

Before 
Roger Nowel, otuI Nicholas Banne- 
ster, Effjuires; two of his Maiefties Ittjiices of the Peace 
within the fame Countie. viz. 

The faid Elizabeth Deuice, Mother of the faid 
lames, being examined, confefleth and laith. 

THat at the tliird time her Spirit, the Spirit Ball, ap- 
peared to her in the fliape of a browne Dogge, at, or 
in her Mothers houfe in Pendlc Forreft aforefaid: about 
foure yeares agoe the faid Spirit biddc this Examinate 
make a picture of Clay after the faid lohi Robinfon, alias 
Swyer, which this Examinate did make accordingly at 
the Weft end of her faid Mothers houfe, and drjed the 
fame picture with the fire and crumbled all the lame pi- 
cture away withiu a weeke or thereabouts, and about a 

weeke 
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weekc after the Picture was crumbled or mulled away; 
the faid Rohinfon dyed. 

Tlie reafon wherefore (hee this Examinate did fo 
bewitch the faid Robin/on to death, was : for that the fiiid 
Rdbinfon had chidden and becalled this Examinate, for 
hauing a Baftard-child with one Seller. 

And this Examinate further faith and confefleth, 
that Ihec did bewitch the laid /uz/ie* Robiufon to death, 
as in the faid lennet Deuice her examination is confefled. 

And further fliee faith, and confefleth, that (hee with 
the wife of Richard Nutter, and this Exarainates faid Mo- 
ther, ioyned altogether, and did bewitch the faid Henric 
Mytion to death. 



The Examination and Euidence o/" I e n n e t 
Device, Daughter of the faid Elizabeth 
Device, late Wife of I o h n Device, of the 
Fon'ejl ofPendle, in the Conntie of Lancafler. 

Againft 
Elizabeth Device her Mother, Prifanei- at the 
Barre vpon her Arraitfnement and Triall. viz. 

Tile faid lennet Deuice, being a yong Maide, about the 
age of nine yeares, and commanded to (land \'p to 
^ue euidence againft her Mother, Prifoncr at the Barre : 
Her Mother, according to her aecuftomed manner, out 
ragioufly curfmg, cryed out againft the child in fuch 
fearefull manner, as all the Court did not a little wonder 
at her, and fo amazed the child, as with weeping teares 

lliee 
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fliee cryed out vnto my Lord the ludgc, and told him, 
iliee was not able to Ipeake in the prelence of her Mo- 
ther. 

This odious Witch was branded with a prepollerous 
marke in Nature, euen from her birth, which was her 
left eye, Handing lower then the other; the one loo- 
king downe, the other looking vp, fo ftrangely defor- 
med, as the bell that were prelent in that Honorable al- 
lerably, and great Audience, did aflirme, they had not 
often feene the like. 

No intreatie, promil'e of fauour, or other refpect, could 
put her to fdence, thinking by this her outragious cur- 
fing and threatning of the child, to inforce her to denie 
that which ilie had formerly confefled againft. her Mo- 
ther, before M. Nawel: Forfweariiig and denying her 
owne voluntarie confeflion, which you hauc heard, gi- 
uen in euidenee againft her at large, and fo for want of 
further euidenee to efcape that, which the luftice of the 
Law had prouided as a eondigne puniiliment for the in- 
nocent blond fliee had fpilt, and her wicked and deuil- 
lifli courfe of hfe. 

In the end, when no meanes would feme, his Lord- 
fliip commanded the Prifoner to l>e taken away, and the 
Maide to bee set vpon the Table in the prefence of the 
whole Court, who deliuered her euidenee in that Ho- 
norable aJTenibly, to the Gentlemen of the lurie of life 
and death, as foUoweth. rh. 



lennet Deuice, Daughter of Elizabeth Deuice, late Wife 

of lohn Deuice, of the Forreft of Pendle aforefaid Wid- 

dow, confeffeth and faith, that her laid Mother is a 

Witch, and that this (bee knoweth to be true ; for, that 
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liiee liad leene her Spirit lundrie times come vnto her 
laid Mother in her owne houl'e, called Malkintj- Tower, 
iu the likenefle of a browne Dogge, which fliee called 
Ball; and at one time amongft others, the faid Ba/l did 
aske this Examinates Mother what flio would haue him 
to doe: and this Examinates Mother anfwered, that flie 
would haue the laid Ball to helpe her to kill lohn Robin~ 
fon of Barky, alias Swyer : hy helpe of which faid Ball, the 
faid Swyer was killed bj witch-craft accordingly ; and 
that this Examinates Mother hath continued a Witch 
for thefe three or foure yeares lad part. And further, this 
Exarainate confefleth, that about a yeare after, this Exa- 
minates Mother called for the faid Ball, who appeared as 
aforefaid, asking this Examinates Mother what (bee 
would haue done, who laid, that Ihee would haue him 
to kill Tames Rohinfon, alias Swyei; of Barlow aforefaid. 
Brother to the faid lohn : whereunto Bail anfwered, hee 
would doe it ; and about three weekes after, the laid 
lames dyed. 

And this Examinate alfo faith, that one other tune 

fliee was prefent, when her faid Mother did call for the 

i- faid Bail, who appeared in manner as aforefaid, and asked 

this Examinates Mother what lliee would haue him to 

doe, whereunto this Examinates Mother then faid 

fliec would haue him to kill one Mitton of the 

Rough-Lee, whereupon the laid Ball 

laid, he would doe it, and fo va- 

niflied away , and about 

three weekes after, the 

laid Mitton likewife 

dvcd. 

The 
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The Examination of Iames Device, 

fonne nf the /aid Elizabeth Device: Taken the 
feiteii and twentieth day of Api-ill, Annoq; Reg. Re- 
gis I A c o n I Anglise, &c. Decimo ac Scocije, xlv. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Banesteh, 
Efquires, two of his Maiejiics Iiijiices of the Peace, toithin 
thefaid Cotintie. viz. 

THe faid lames Deuice being examined, laitli. That lie 
heard his Grand-mother lay, about a yeare agoo, 
Tliat his mother called Elizabeth Deuice, and others, 
had killed one Hetiry Mitton of the Rough-Lee afore- 
laid, by Witchcraft. The reafon wherefore he was fo 
killed, was for that tliis Exaniinates laid Grand-mother 
Old Demdike, had asked the laid Mitton a penny ; and he 
denying her thereof^ thereupon flie procured his deatli, 
as aforefaid. 

And he, this Examinate alio latth, That about threi? 
yeares agoe, this Examinate being in liis Grand-mothers 
houle, with his laid mother ; there came a thing in fliape 
of a browne doggo, which his mother called Ball, who 
rpake to this Examinates mother, in the fight and hear 
ring of this Examinate, and bad her make a Picture of 
Clay like vnto lokn Robinfon, alias Swyer, and drie it hard, 
and then crumble it by little and little ; and as the laid 
Picture fliould crumble or mull away, fo fbould the laid 
lo. Rohinfoii alias Swyer his body decay and weare away. 
And within two or tlirec dayos after, the Picture fliall 
fo all be wafted, and mulled away ; lb then the faid John 
Robiufon Ihould die prefently. Vpon the agreement be- 
G 2 twixt 
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twixt the laid Jogge and this Examinates mother ; the 
laid dogge fuddenly vaniflied out of this Examinates 
light. And tlie next day, this Examinatc faw his faid 
raotlier take Claj at the Weft end of her faid houfe, 
and make a Picture of it after the faid Robinfon, and 
brought into her houfe, and dried it Ibrae two dayes : 
and about two dayes after the drying thereof, this Exar 
minates faid mother fell on crumbling the faid Picture 
of Clay, euery day fome, for fome three weekes toge- 
ther; and within two dayes after all was crumbled or 
mulled away, the faid lofm Robinfmi died. 

Being demanded by the Court, what anfwere fliee 
could giue to the particular points of the Euidence a- 
gainft her, for the death of thefe feuerall perfons ; Impu- 
dently ftiee denied them, crying out agaiuft Iier chil- 
dren, and the reft of the Witnelfes agaiuft her. 

But becaufe I haue charged her to be the principall 
Agent, to procure a folemne meeting at Malkvuj-Tower 
of the Grand-witches, to confult of fome fpeedy courfe 
for the dcliuerance of her mother, Old Demdikc, her 
daughter, and other Witches at Lancafter: the fpeedie 
Execution of Mafter Condi, who little fufpected or de- 
ferued any fuch practife or villany againft him : The 
blowing up of the Caftle, with diners other wicked and 
diuelliih practifes and murthers; I (liall make it appa- 
rent vnto you, by the particular Examinations and Eui- 
dence of her owiie children, fuch as were prefent at the 
time of their Conliiltation, together with her owne Ex- 
amination and Confeffion, amongft the Records of the 
Crowne at Lancafter, as hereafter foUoweth. 
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The voluntary Confefsion and Examina- 
tion «>/' E L I z A B E T H Device, taken at the houfe of 
Iames Wilsey, of the Foercfl of Peiidle, in the 
Countie of Lancqfler, the feuen a?id twentieth day of A- 
p-ill, Annoq: Reg. Regis I a c o b i Angliae, &c. De- 
cimo, & Scotia Quadragefimo quinto. 

Before 
RooER NovvEL and Nicholas Banister, 
Eft/uircs, two of his Maiefties lufiices of the Peace with- 
in the fame Countie. viz. 

THe faid Elizabeth Detiice being further Examined, 
confefleth that vpon Good-Friday laft, there dined 
at this Examinates houfe, called Malkiiig-Totoej; thofe 
which ftie hath faid are Witches, and doth verily think 
them to be Witches: and their names are thofe whom 
lames Deuice hath formerly fpoken of to be there. And 
flie fm"ther faith, that there was alfo at her laid mothers 
houfe, at the day and time aforefaid, two women of 
Burneley Parifli, whofe names the wife of Richard Nut- 
ter doth know. And there was likewife there one Anne 
Crouckjhey of Marfden ; And fliee alfo confefleth, in all 
things touching the Chrifl:ening of the Spirit, and the 
killing of Mafter Lifter of Weftbie, as the laid lames De- 
uice hath before confelTed ; but denieth of any talke was 
amongft them the faid Witches, to her now remem- 
brance, at the faid meeting together, touching the kil- 
ling of the Gaoler, or the blowing vp of Lancafter Car 
ftle. 
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The Exami?iation and Euidence of I e n n e t 

Device, Dau<}hler of the Jaid Elizabeth 
Device, laic Wife of I o h n Device, nf the 
Fwr^ of Petidle, in the Countie of Lancq/ier. 

Againll 
Elizabeth Device, kei- Mother, Prifoncr at the 
Barre, vpon /ler Arraigjiement and Triall, viz. 

THe laid Icmiet Deuice faith. That vpon Good Friday 
laft there was about twentie pcrfons (whereof one- 
\y two were men, to this Examinates remembrance) at 
her faid Grandmothers houfe, called Malking-Tower 
aforefaid, about twelue of the clocke: all which per- 
fons this Examinates faid mother told her, were Wit- 
ches, and that they came to giue a name to Alizon De- 
uice Spirit, or Familiar, lifter to this Examinate, and now 
prifoner at Lancafter. And alfo this Examinate faith, 
That the perlbns aforefaid had to their dinners Beefe, 
Bacon, and roafted Mutton; which Mutton (as this 
Examinates faid brother faid) was of a Wether of Chri- 
fiopher Swi/eis of Barley : which Wether was brought in 
the night before into this Examinates mothers houle 
by the faid lames Detdce, this Examinates faid brother : 
and in this Examinates Ijght killed and eaten, as afore- 
f^d. And fliee further faith. That fliee knoweth the 
names of lixe of the faid Witches, viz. the wife of Huffh 
Ilartp-aues vnder Pendle, Chrifiopher Howgate of Pendle, 
vnckle to this Examinate, and EUzalteth his wife, and 
Dicke Miles his wife of the Rough-Lee; Chrifiopher 
laches of Tlioniy-holme, and his wife: and the names 

of 
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of the refiduc fliee this Examioate doth not know, far 
uing that this Examinates mother and brother were 
both tliere. And laftly, flie this Examinate confefleth 
and &ith. That her mother hath taught her two pray- 
ers : the one to cure the bewitched, and the other to get 
drinke ; both which particularly appeare. 



The Examination and Kuidence of I a m e s 

Device, fonne of the /aid Elizabeth Device, 
late wife of Iohn Device, of t/ie Forrefl of 
Petidle, in the Countie of Lancafler. 

Against 
Elizabeth Device, his Mother, prifoner at the 
Barre, vpon her Arraignement and Triall, viz. 

THe faid lames Deitice laith, That on Good-Friday 
laft, about twelue of the clocke in the day time, 
there dined in this Examinates faid mothers houfe, at 
Malkiiig-Tower, a number of perfons, whereof three 
were men, with this Examinate, and the reft women; 
and that they met there for three caufes foUomng (as 
this Examinates faid mother told this Examinate) The 
firft was, for the naming of the Spirit, which Alizon 
Deuice, now prifoner at Lancafter, had : But did not 
name him, becaufe Ihee was not there. Tlie fecond 
was, for the dehuerie of his faid Grandmother, olde 
Dembdikc; this Examinates faid fifter AUizon; the faid 
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Anne Ckattoj^, and lior daughter Redfeime; killing the 
Gaoler at Lancafter; and before tlie next AJnics to 
blow ^-p the Caftle there: and to that end the afore- 
faid prilbners might by that time make an efcape, and 
get away. All which this Examinate then heard them 
confcrre of. 

And he alfo fayth. That the names of the faid Wit- 
ches as were on Good-Friday at this Examinates laid 
Grandmothers houfe, and now this Examinates owne 
mothers, for fo many of them as hee did know, were 
thele, r/s. The wife of Hugh Hartfreiues of Burley ; 
the wife of Chrijlopher BulcocJc, of the Mofle end, and 
lohn her fonne ; the mother of Myles Nutter ; Eliza- 
beth, the wife of Chrijiopher Ilargreiues, of Thumi- 
holme ; Chrijiophci- Howgate, and Elizabeth, his wife ; 
Alice Graye of Coulne, and one Motild-hecles wife, of 
the fame: and this Examinate, and his Mother. 
And this Examinate further fayth. That all the 
Witches went out of the laid Houfe in their owne 
fliapes and likeneffes. And they all, by that they 
were forth of the dores, gotten on Horfebacke, like 
vnto Foales, fome of one colour, forae of another; 
and Prejlons wife was the laft : and when fliee got 
on Horfebacke, they all prefently vaniflied out of this 
Examinates fight. And before their faid parting a- 
Ex/c^edat Way, they all appointed to meete at the faid Prestoiis 
rorfc.«.v wiues houfe that day twelue-moneths ; at which time 
the faid Prestons wife promifed to make them a great 
Feast. And if they had occafion to meete in the meane 
time, then fhould warning be giuon, that they all Ihould 
meete vpon Rmnlei/ex Moore. 

And 
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And there they parted, with refolution to execute 

their deuillifli and bloudie practifes, for the deliue- 

ranee of their friends. vntiU they came to meete here, 

where their power and ftrength was gone. And now 

finding her Meanes was gone, fhee cried out for Mer- 

cie. Whereupon fhee being taken away, the next 

in order was her fonne lames Deuice, whom 

iliee and her Mother, old Demb- 

dike, brought to act his part 

in this wofull Tra- 

gedie. 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

and Triail o/"Iames Device, 



Soime o/" Elizabeth Dev 



of the forrest of 



Pendle, within the Countic of Lancajter aforefaid, LabO' 
rer, for Witchcraft; Vpon Tutfday the eighteenth ofAu- 
guft, at the Afsifes and generail Gaole-Deliuerie holden at 
Lancaster 

Before 
Sir Edward Bromley Knight, one of his Mo' 
iefties Iiijiices of Afsife at Lanatfler. 



yames Deuice. 




pHis wicked and miferable Wretch, whe- 
ther by practifo, or meanes, to bring 
himfelfe to some vntimely death, and 
thereby to auolde his Tryall by his 
Countrey , and iuft iudgement of the 
Law; or aflianied to bee openly charged with fo mar 
ny deuillifli praetifes, and fo much innocent blond 
as hoe had fpilt; or by roafon of his Imprifonment 
fo long time before his Tryall (which was with more 
fauour. commiferation, and reliefe then hee defer- 
ued) I know not: But being brought forth to the 

Barre, 
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Barre, to receiue his Triall before this worthie ludge, 
and fo Honourable and Worfliipfull an AITenibly of 
luftices for this feruice, was fo iiifeufible, weake, 
and vnable in all thinges, as he could neither Ipeake, 
heare, or stand, but was holden vp when hee was 
brought to the place of his Arraiguement, to receiue 
his triall. 

This lames Deuice of the Forreft of Peodle, being 
brought to the Barre, was there according to the forme, 
order, and courfe, Indicted and Arraigned ; for that hee 
Fellonioufly had practifed. Wed, and exercifed diuers 
wicked and deuillilh Arts, called Witch-crafts, Inchaunt~ 
menis, Ckarmes, and Sorceries, in, and vpon one Anne 
Towneley , wife of Henrie Towndey of the Carre , in the 
Countie of Lancafter Gentleman, and her by force of 
the lame, fellonioufly had killed. Contra pacem, ^c. 

The faid lames Deuice was the lecond time Indicted 
and Arraigned in the fame manner and forme, for the 
death of John Duckworth, by witch-craft. Contra por 
cem, Sfc. 

To thefe two feuerall Indictments vpon his Arraign- 
ment, he pleaded not guiltic, and for the triall of his life 
put himfelfe vpon God and his Countrie. 

So as now the Gentlemen of the lurie of life and death 
Hand charged to finde, whether he be guiltie of these, or 
either of them. 

Whereupon Mafter Nowel humbly prayed Mailer 
Tomneley might he called , who attended to profecute 
and giue euidence againfl: him for the King's Majeftie, 
and that the particidar Examinations taken before him 
and others, might be openly publilhed & read in Court, 
in the hearing of the Priloner. 

U2 But 



The Arraignement and Triall 

But becaufe it were infinite to bring him to his parti- 
cular Triall for euery oftence, which bee hath commit- 
ted in his tune, and euery practice wherein he hath had 
his hand : I shall proceede in order with the Euldence 
remaining vpon Record againft him, amongft the Re- 
cords of the Crowne; both how, and in what fort hee 
came to be a witch: and ihew you what apparant proofe 
there is to charge him with the death of thefe two feue- 
rall perfons, for the which hee now ftandeth vpon his 
triall for al the reft of his deulllifli practifes, incantantions, 
murders, charmes, ibrceries, meetings to confult with 
Witches, to execute mifchiefe (take them as they are Sr 
gainft him vpon Record :) Enough, I doubt not. For 
thefe with the courl'e of liis life will serue his tume to 
deliuer you from the danger of him that neuer tooke 
feUcitie in any things, but in reuenge, bloud, & mischiefe 
with crying out vnto God for vengeance ; which hath 
now at the length brought him to the place where hee 
ftandes to reeeiue his Triall with more honor, fauour, 

and rcfpcct , then fuch a Monfter in Nature doth de- 

ferue ; And I doubt not, but in due time by the 

luilice of the Law , to an vntimely 

and IhaniefuU 

death. 
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The Examination o/'Iames Device, 

J'onne of Elizabeth Device, of the Forreji of 
Pendle, in the Countie of Lancaster, Labourer. Taken the 

feuen and twentieth day of Aprill, Annoij; Reg. JRegis 
I A c o B I, AnglifB, ^c. x", <^ Scotia Quadragefimo fjtiinto. 

Before 
Roger Nowel, and Nicholas Banne- 
s T E R, Effiuires : two of his Maiifiies Jujlices of Peace 
within thefaid Countte. 

HE faith, that vpon Sheare Thurfday was two 
yeares, his Grand-Mother Elizabeth Sotkernes, alias 
Dembdike, did bid him this Exaniinate goe to the Church 
to receiue the Communion (the next day after being 
Good Friday) and then not to eate the Bread the Mini- 
fter gaue him, but to bring it and deliuer it to fuch a 
thing as fliould meet him in his way homewards : Not- 
witliftanding her perlwafions, this Exaniinate did eate 
the Bread : and fo in his comming homeward Ibme for- 
tie roodcs off the faid Church, there met him a thing in 
the ftiape of a Hare , who fpoke vnto this Examinate, 
and asked him whether hee had brought the Bread tliat 
his Grand-mother had bidden him, or no ? whereupon 
this Examinate anfwered , hee had not : and thereupon 
the laid thing threatned to pull this Examinate in pee- 
ces, and lb this Examinate thereupon marked bimselfe 
to God, and fo the faid thing vaniAied out of this Exa^ 
rainates fight. And within fome foure daies after that, 
there appeared in this Examinates fight, hard by the 
new Churuh in Pendle . a thing like vnto a browne 
H 3 Doggc. 
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Dogge, who asked this Exammate to giue him his Soule, 
and he Ihould be reuenged of any whom hee would: 
whereunto this Exaniinate aniwered, that his Soule 
was not his to giue, but was his Sauiour lesiis Chrijls, but 
as much as was in him this Examinate to giue, he was 
contented lie Ihould haue it. 

And within two or three daies after, this Examinate 
went to the Carre-IIall, and vpon fome fpeeches be- 
twixt Miftris Towneley and this Examinate ; Shee char- 
ging this Examinate and his laid mother, to haue ftolne 
Ibme Turues of hers, badde him packe the doores; 
and withall as he went forth of the doore, the laid Mi- 
ftris Towndey gaue him a knock betweene the flioulders: 
and about a day or two after that, there appeared vnto 
this Examinate in his way, a tiling like vnto a black dc^, 
who put this Kxaminate in minde of the laid Miftris 
Towndeyes falling out with him this Examinate; 
who bad this Examinate make a Picture of Clay, like 
vnto the laid Miftris Townehy : and that this Examinate 
with the helpe of his Spirit (who then euer after bidde 
this Examinate to call it Dandy) would kill or deftroy 
the faid Miftris Towneley : and fo the faid doggc vaniflied 
out of this Examinates light. And the next morning af- 
ter, this Examinate tooke Clay, and made a Picture of 
the faid Miftris Towndey, and dried it the fame night by 
the fire : and witliin a day after , hce , this Ejcanii- 
nate began to crumble the faid Picture, euery day fome, 
for the fpace of a wecke : and within two daies after all 
was crumbled away ; the laid Miftris Towndey died. 

And hee fiirther faith. That in Lent laft one John 
Ducktoorth of the Lawnde, promifed this Examinate an 
old Ihirt: and within a fortnight after, this Examinate 

went 
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went to the faid Dtickworthes houle, and demanded the 
faid old fliirt: but the faid Duckworth denied him there- 
of. And going out of the faid houfe, the faid Spirit Dajir- 
dy appeared vnto this Examinate, and faid, Thou didft 
touch the faid Duckworth ; whereunto this Examinate 
anfwered, he did not touch him; yes (faid the Spirit a- 
gaine) thou didft touch him, and therfore I haue power 
of him : whereupon this Examinate ioyned with the 
(aid Spirit, and then willied the faid Spirit to kill the 
faid Duckworth : and within one weeke, then next after, 
Duckwmih died. 

This voluntary ConfefTion and Examination of his 
owne, containing in it selte matter lufficient in Law to 
charge him, and to prone his ofl'ences, contained in the 
two feuerall Indictments, was fufficient to fatisfie the 
Gentlemen of the lurie of Life and Death, that he is 
guiltie of them, and cither of them : yet my Lord Brom- 
ley commanded, for their better fatisfaction, that the 
Witnefles prefcnt in Court againft any of the Prifoners, 
fliouM he examined openly, viva voce, that the Prifoner 
might both hcare and anfwere to euery particular point 
of their Euidence ; notwithftanding any of their Exar 
minations taken before any of his Mwefties luftices of 
Peace within the faid Countie. 

Herein do but obferuc the wonderfull work of God ; 
to raife vp a young Infant, the very fifter of the Prifoner, 
lennet Device, to difcouer, iuftifie and proue thefe things 
againft him, at the time of his Arraignement and Trial!, 
as hereafter followeth. viz. 
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The Examination and Euidence of 1 ev- 

NET Device daughter of Elizabeth Device, 
late wife ofloHN Device of the Forre/i of Pen- 
die, in the Cmmtie of Lancajier. 
Againft 
Iames Device, Prifoner at (he liarre, i-pon his Ar- 
raitjneinent and Triall. viz. 

)Eing exaraiiied in open Court, ftie faith, That her 
' brother lames Deince, the Prifoner at the Barre, hath 
beene a Witch for the Ipaco of three yeares : about the 
beginning of which time, there appeared vnto liim, in 
this Esaminates mothers houfe, a Black-Dogge, which 
Vandij. her faid brother called Dandy. And further, this Exa-- 
minate confefleth, & faith ; That her faid brother about 
a twelue month fince, in the prefence of this Examinate, 
and in the houfe aforefaid, called for the faid Dandy, 
who thereupon appeared : asking this Examinates bro- 
ther what he would haue him to doe. This Examinates 
brother then laid, he would hauo him to helpe him to 
kill old Miftris Townek}/ of the Carre: whereunto the 
laid Dandy anfwered. and laid, Tliat her faid brother 
lliould haue his beft helpe for the doing of the fame ; and 
that her faid brother, and the faid Dandy, did both in 
this Examinates hearing, fay, they would make away 
the faid Miftris Towneley. And about a weeke after, this 
Examinate comming to the Carre-Hall, law the faid 
Miftris Totimeley in the Kitchin there, nothing well : 
whereupon it came into this Examinates minde, that 
her faid brother, by the help of Dandy, had brought the 
laid Miftris Towneley into the ftate llie then was in. 

Which 
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iPhich Examinat, although flio were but very yong, 
yet it was wonderfull to the Court, in to great a Prelence 
and Audience, with what modellie, gouernement, and 
vnderftanding, lliee deliuered this Euidence againft the 
Prifouor at the Barre, being her owne naturall brother, 
which he himfelfe could not deny, but there acknow- 
ledged in euery particular to be iuft and true. 

But behold a little further, for here this bloudy Mon- 
fter did not ftay his hands: for belides his wicked and 
diuellifli Spels, practifes, meetings to confult of murder 
and mifchiefe, which (by Gods grace) hereafter Hiall 
follow in order againft him ; there is yet more bloud to 
be laid vnto his charge. For although he were but yong, 
and in the beginning of his Time, yet was he carefull to 
obferue his Inftnictions from Old Demdike his Grand- 
mother, and Elizaheth Deuice his mother, in fo much that 
no time (hould pafle fince his firft entrance into that 
damnable Arte and exercife of Witchcrafts, Inchant- 
ments, Charmes and Sorceries, without mischiefe or 
murder. Neither fliould any man vpon the Icaft occaii- 
on of offence giuen vnto him, efcape his hands, without 
fomc danger. For thel'e particulars were no Iboner giueo 
in Euidence againft him, when he was againe Indicted 
and Arraigned for the murder of thefe two. viz. 

lajnes Deuice of the Forreft of Pendle aforefaid, in the 
Countie of Lancafter, Labourer, the third time Indi- 
cted and Arraigned for the death of John Jfargraues of 
Gould-lliey-booth , in the Countie of Lancafter , by 
Witchcraft, as aforefaid. Contra Sfc. 

To this Inditement x'pon his Arraignement he plea- 
ded thereunto not guiltie: and for his Triall put him- 
felfe vpon God and his Countrey, &c. 

I lames 
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lamef Deitice of the Foireft of Pendle afbrelud, in the 
County of Lancailer, Labourer, the fourth time Indi- 
cted and Arraigned for the death of Blaze Hargrevet of 
Higham, in the Countie of lancafter, by Witchcraft, as 
aforelaid. Contra Pacein, &c 

To this Indictment vpon his Arraignement. he plea- 
ded thereunto not guiJtie; and for the TriaU of his life, 
put himlelfe ^"pon God and the Countrey. &c. 

Hereupon fennel Deiitce produced, fwome and exa- 
mined, as a witnefle on his Maiellies behalfe, againft the 
(aid lames Device, was examined in open Court, as foW 
loweth. ttz. 
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NET Device a/ore/aid. 



of li 



Againft 
Iahes Device, her brother, Prifmer at the Barre^ 
vpon his Arraignement and TriaU. viz. 

BEing fwome aud exammed in open Court, ihc faith. 
That her brother lames Deuice hath beene a Witch 
for the Ipace of three yeares: about the beginning of 
which time, there appeared vnto him, in this Exami- 
nates mothers houfe, a Blacke-Dogge, which her Iwd 
brother called Dandy, which Dandy did aske her faid bro- 
ther what he would haue him to doe, whereunto he an- 
fwered, hee would haue him to kill lohn Hargrdites, of 
Goid-fliey-booth : whereunto Dandy anfwered that he 
would doc it : fmce which time the faid John is dead. 

And 
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And at another time this Examinate confelTeth and 
faith, That her faid brother did call the faid Dandy: 
who thereupon appeared in the faid houfe , asking 
this Examinates brother what hee would haue him 
to doe : whereupon this Exarainates faid brother 
faid, he would haue him to kill Blaze Hargreines ol 
Higham : whereupon Dandy anfwered, hee ibould 
haue his boll helpe, and fo vanilhed away : and fliee 
faith, that fmce that time the laid Hargreiues is dead; 
but how long after, this Examinate doth not now re- 
member. 

All which things, when he heard his filler vpon her 
Oath atfirme, knowing them in his conlcience to bee 
iuft and true, flenderly denyed them, and thereupon 
infiited. 

To this Examination were diuerfe witneffes exami- 
ned in open Court viua voce, concerning the death of 
the parties, in fuch manner and forme, and at fuch time 
as the faid lennet Deuice in her Emdence hath formerly 
declared to the Court. 

Which is all, and I doubt not but matter fuffi- 
cient in Law to charge him with, for the 
death of thefe parties. 

For the proofe of his Practifes, Charmes, Meetings at 
Malking-Tower, to confult with Witches to execute 
mifchiefe , Mailer Nowel humbly prayed, his owne 
Examination, taken and certified, might openly be read ; 
and the rell in order, as they remmne vpon Record Or 
mongll the Records of the Crowne at Lancaftcr ; as 
hereafter tblloweth, viz. 

/2 The 
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The Examination of Iames Device, 
Sonne of Elizabeth Device, of tlie Ftrr- 
rejl of Pendle : Taken ike feuen and twentieth day of 
Aprill aforefaid. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Banester 
Efquires, two of his Maiesties lufiices of Peace within 
the f aid Covntie, viz. 

ANd being examined, he further faith. That vpon 
Sheare-Thurfday laft, in the euening, he this Exar 
minate dole a Wether from John Robinfon of Barley, 
and brought it to his Grand-mothers houfe, old Demb- 
dike, and there killed it: and that vpon the day follow- 
ing, being Good-Friday, about twelue of the clocke in 
the day time, there dined in this Examinates mothers 
houfe a number of perfons, whereof three were men, 
with this Elxaminate, and the reft women ; and that they 
met there for three Caufes following, as this Exami- 
nates faid Mother told this Examinate. 

1 The fii'ft was, for the naming of the Spirit which 
Alizon Deaicc, now prifonor at Lancafter, had, but did 
not name him, becaufe flie was not there. 

2 Tlie fecond Caufe was, for the deliuerie of his laid 
Grand-mother; this Examinates faid fifter Alizon \ the 
faid Anne Chatio^, and her daughter Redfeme; killing 
the Gaoler at Lancafter; and before the next Affiles to 
blow vp the Caftle there, to the end the aforefaid per- 
fons might by that meanes make an efcape & get away; 
all which this Examinate then heard them conferre of. 

3 And the third Caule was, for that there was a wo- 



I 
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man dwelling in Gisbome Parilli, who came into this 
Examinates faid Grandmothers houle, who there came 
and craned affiftance of the reft of them that were then 
there, for the killing of Mafter Liflei- of Weftby, becaufe 
(as fliee then laid) he had home malice vnto her, and 
had thought to haue put her away at the laft Affiles at 
Yorke, but could not : and this Examinate heard the faid 
woman fay, That her power was not ftrong ynough to 
doe it her felle, being now leffe then before time it had 
beene. 

And alfo, that the laid lennet Prejion had a Spirit with 
her like vnto a white Foale, with a blacke fpot in the for- 
head. 

And he alfo faith, That the names of the faid Witches 
as were on Good-Friday at this Examinates faid Grand- 
mothers houfe, & now this Examinates owne mothers, 
for fo many of them as he did know, were thefe, viz. the 
wife of Hiiffh Hartjreiucs of Barley ; the wife of Chrijiopher 
BulcQck of the Moflb end, and lohn her fonne ; the mother 
of Myles Nutter ; Elizabeth, the wife of Chrijiopher Har- 
tfreiues, of Thuroihohue ; Chnjinplier Howgate, and Ell- 
zaleth, his wife; Alice Graye of Coulne, and one Mould- 
heeles wife, of the fame : and this Examinate, and his 
Mother. And this Examinate further faith. That all the 
faid Witches went out of the laid Houfe in their owne 
fliapes and likeneffes. And they all, by that they were 
forth of the dores, were gotten on Ilorlebacke, like 
vnto Foales, fome of one colour, Ibme of another; 
and Preftons wife was the laft : and when fliee got 
on Horfebacke, they all prefcntly vaniftied out of this 
Examinates light. And before their faid parting a^ 
way, they all I^^pointed to meete at the faid Preslons 
1 8 wines 
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wiues houfe that day twelue-moneths ; at which tim^ 
the laid Prestoiis wife promil'ed to make them a great 
Feast. And if they liad oecafion to mcete in the meane 
time, then fliould warning be giucn, tliat they all Ihould 
mcete vpon Itomlei/es Moore. 



T6e Examination and Eutdence of I e n- 

NET Device. 

Against 
Iahes Device her /aid Brother, Pri/oner at the 
Barre, vpon his AiTaignement and Tnall: Taken before 
Roger Nowel, and Nicholas Bannb- 
B T E B, Efquires: tivo of his Maiejiies lujliees of Peace 
within thefaid Countie. viz. 

SHee laith, that vpon Grood-Friday laft there was a- 
bout twentie perfons, whereof only two wore men, 
to this Examinates remembrance, at her faid Grand- 
mothers houfe, called MalMng-Tower aforefaid, about 
twelue of the clock : all which perfons this Examinates 
faid Mother told her were Witches, and that they came 
to giue a name to Alizon Deiiice Spirit or Familiar, Siller 
to this Examinate, and now Prifoner, in the Caftle of 
Lancafter: And alfo this Examinate faith, that the per- 
fons aforefaid had to their Dinners, Becfe, Bacon, and 
rolled Mutton, which Mutton, as this Examinates faid 
brother faid, was of a Weather of Robin fons of Barley : 
which Weather was brought in the night before into 
this Examinates mothers houfe, by the faid lames Deiiice 

this 
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this Examinates faid brother, and in this Examinates 
fight killed, and eaten, as aforelaid: And fliee further 
faith, that (bee knoweth the names of fixe of the faid 
Witches, viz. the wife of the faid Hugh Harfp'ciues, vn- 
der Pendle: Chrijiopher Hoicget, of Pendle, Vnele to this 
Examinate : and Dick Miles wife, of tlie Rough-Lee : 
Chrijiophd' lacks, of Thomy-hohne, and his Wife : and 
the names of the rofidue fliee this Examinate doth not 
know, fauing that this Examinates Mother and Brother 
were both there. 



The Examination of Elizabeth 

Device, Mother of the faid Iames Device, of 
the Forrest of Pendle, taken thefeuen ajid twentieth dai/ of 
7 aforefaid. 



Before 
Roger Nowel, and Nicholas Banne- 
8 T E E, Esquires ; a* aforefaid. viz. 

BEing examined, the faid Elizabeth faith and confet 
feth, that vpon Good-Friday laft. there dined at this 
Examinates houfe, thole which flie hath faid to be Wit- 
ches, and doth verily thinke them to bee Witches, and 
their names are thofe, whom lames Deuice hath former- 
ly fpoken of to be there. 

And fliee alio confelTeth in all things touching the 
Chriftning of her Spirit, and the killing of Mafter Lister 
of Weftby, as the faid lames Device confeffeth. But de- 
nieth that any taike was aniongft the the faid Witches, 
to her now remembrance, at the laid meeting together, 

tou- 
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touching the killing of the Gaoler at Lancafter ; blow- 
ing vp of the Caftle, thereby to deliuer old Dembdike her 
Mother; AUzon Deiiice her Daughter, and other Prifo- 
ners, committed to the faid Caftle for Witchcraft. 

After all thefe things opened, and deliuered in eui- 
dence againft him; Mafter Couil, who hath the 
cuftodie of the Gaole at Lancafter, hauing taken 
great paines with him during the time of his im- 
prifonment, to procure him to discouor his pra- 
ctizes aud fuch other Witches as he knew to bee 
dangerous: Humbly prayed the feuour of the 
Court that his vohmtarie confcffion to M, A nd^er' 
ton, M, Sajids the Major of Lancafter, M. Coiiel, and 
others, might openly bee publiflicd and declared 
in Court. 



The voluntarte confefsion and declara- 
tion o/'Iames Device, Prifoner in tJie Cajile at Lait- 
cqfler. 

Before 
William Sands, Maior of Lancafter , I a m E s 
Anderton, Efijuire, one of his Maif sties lujiices of 
Peace within the Countie of Lancafter : Ajid Thomas 
C o V E L, Gentleman, one of his Maiefiies Coroners in the 
fame Countie. viz. 

I Ames Deuicc, Prifoner in the Caftle at Lancafter, laith. 
That his laid Spirit Dandie, l>eing very earneft with 

him 
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g;ine him his foule. He anfwered, he would giue 
him that part thereof that was his owiie to giue : and 
thereupon the laid Spirit laid, hee was aboue Christ 
I E s V s , and therefore hee muft abfolutely giue him his 
Soule : and that done, hee would giue him power to re- 
uenge himfelfe againft any whom he dilliked. 

And he further faith, that the faid Spirit did appeare 
vnto him after fundrie times, in the likenefle of a Dogge, 
and at euery time moft eameftly perlwaded him to glue 
him his Soule abfolutely : who anfwered as before, that 
he would giue him his owne part and no further. And 
hee faith, that at the laft time that the faid Spirit was 
with him, which was the Tuefday next before his ap- 
prehenfion; when as hee could not preuaile with him to 
haue his Soule abfolutely granted vnto him , as afore- 
faid ; the feid Spirit departed from him , tlien giuing a 
molt fearefull crie and yell , and withall caufed a great 
flaili of fire to Iliew about him : which (aid Spirit did 
neuer after trouble this Examliiate. 

William Sands^ 
James Anderton. 
Tho. Couel^ Coroner. 

The faid Icnnet Deuice, his Sifter, in the very end of 
her Examination againft the faid lames Deuice, confet 
feth and faith, tliat her Mother taught her two Prayers : 
the one to get drinke, which was this. vh. 

Crucijixus hoc Jignum vitam 
Rternam. Ameu. 
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And fhee further faith, That her Brother lames De- 
uice, the Prifoner at the Barre, hath confeffed to her this 
Examinate, that he by this Prayer hath gotten drinke: 
and that within an houre after the laying the faid Pray- 
er, drinke hath come into the houfe after a very ftrange 
manner. And the other Prayer, the (aid lames Detdce 
affirmed, would cure one bewitched, which (hee reci- 
ted as foUoweth. viz. 

A Charme. 

Vpon GoodrFriday^ I willfaji while I may 
Vntill I heare them knell 
Our Lords owne Bell^ 
Lord in his mejfe 
With his tweltie Apqfiles good, 
What hath he in his hand 
Ligh in leath wand: 
What hath he in his other hafid f 
Heatiens doore key. 
Open, open Heauen doore keyes. 
Steak, Jleck hell doore. 
Let Crizum child 
Goe to it Mother mild. 

What is yonder that cajis a light fo farrandly. 
Mine owne deare Sonne thafs naild to the Tree. 

m 

He is naild fore by the heart and hand. 
And holy hame Panne, 

Well is that man 

That FrydayfpeU can. 

His Childe to lea7me ; 

A Crojfe of Blew, and another of Red, 

As 
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As good Lord was to the Jtoode. 
Gabriel laid him downe tojleepe 
Vpon the ground of Iioly weepe : 
Good Lord came walking by, 
Sleep'Jt thou, wak'Jl thou Gabriel, 
No Lord I amjlcd withjiicke audjlaki'. 
Thai I can neitJier fleepc nor wake : 
Rife vp Gabriel and goe with me, 
Thefiick nor the Jlake Jhall neuer deere thee. 
Sweete lefus our Lord, Amen. 

latnes Deuiee. 



What can be laid more of this painfull Steward, that 
was fo carefull to prouide Mutton againft this Feall and 
folemne meeting at Malking-Tower, of this hellifli and 
diuellilli band of Witches , (the like whereof hath not 
been heard of) then hath beene openly publiflied and 
declared againft him at the Barre, vpon his Arraigne- 
ment and Triall : wherein it pleafed God to ralle vp 
Witnefles beyond expectation to conuince him ; befides 
his owne particular Examinations, which being ilicwcd 
and read vnto him ; he acknowledged to be iuft and true. 
And what I promifed to fet forth againft hira, in the be- 
griming of his Arraignment and Triall, I doubt not but 
therein I haue latisfied your expectation at large, 
wherein I haue beene very fparing to cliarge him with 
any thing, but with iufficient matter of Record and E- 
uidence, able to fatisfie the conlcionces of the Gentle- 
men of the lury of Life and Death ; to whole good con- 
fideration I leaue him, with the perpetuall Badge and 
Brand of as dangerous and malicious a Witch, as euer 
liued in thefe parts of Laucafliire, of his time : and fpot- 
K2 ted- 
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ted with as much Innocent bloud, as euer any Witch of 
his yeares. 

After all thefe proceedings, by direction of his Lord- 
Ihip, were their feuerall Exammations, fubfcribed by e- 
uery one of them in particular, fhewed vnto them at the 
time of their Triall, & acknowledged by the to be true, 
deliuered to the gentlemen of the lury of Life & Death, 
for the better latisfaction of their confciences: after due 
conlideration of which laid feuerall examinations, con- 
feflions, and voluntary declarations, as well of them- 
felues as of their children, friends and confederates. The 
Crentlemen deliuered vp their Verdict againft the Prifo- 
ners, as followeth. viz. 

The Verdict of Life and Death. 

WHo found Anne Whittle^ alias Chattox^ Elizabeth 
Deuice^ and lames Deuice, guiltie of the feuerall 
murthers by Witchcraft, contained in the Indictments 
againft them, and euery of them. 



THE 
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THE WITCHES OF 

SALMESBVRY. 

The Arraignement and Triall of I e n- 

NET BlEHLEY ElLEN BiERLEY, mid I A N E 

SovTHVvoKTH of Salmnsbury, in the Connie nf 
Lancajier ; for Witchcraft vpon the hodie of Grace 
SovvERBVTS, vpon Wedncfday the nineteenth of 
Awfuji : At the Afsifes and gerterall Gaole-deliucr?/, 
holden at Lancafter. 

Before 
Sir Edward Bromley Knight, one of his Afor 
iejiies lujiices of Afsize at Lancqfier : as hereafter foi- 
loweth. viz. 

lennet Bierley. 
Ellen Bierley. 
lane Southworth. 



^Hus haue we for a time left the Graund 
Witches of the Forreft of Peiidle, to the 
good confideration of a verie fufficient 
lury of worthy Gentlemen of their Cou- 
trey. We are now come to the famous 
Witches of Salmesbury, as the Countrcy called them, 
K 3 who 
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who by I'uch a fubtUI practile and confpiracie of a Se- 
minarie Priest, or, as the beft in this Honorable Afleiii- 
bly thinke, a lesuite, whereof this Countie of Laucafter 
hath good ftore, who by realbn of the generall enter- 
tainenient they find, and great maintenance they haue, 
refort hither, being farre from the Eye of luftice, and 
therefore, Procul a ftdmine; are now brought to the 
Barre, to reeeiue their Triall, and fuch a young witnefle 
prepared and inftructed to giue Euidenee againft them, 
that it mull bo the Act of G o d that mull be the means 
to discoucr their Practilcs and Murthers, and by an in- 
fant : but how and in what fort Almightie God deli- 
uered them from the llroake of Death, when the Axe 
was layd to the Tree, and made fruftrate the practife of 
this bloudie Butcher, it lliall appeare vnto you vpon 
their Arraignement and Triall , whereunto they are 
now come. 

Mailer Thomas Coucl, who hath the charge of the pri- 
foners in the Caftle at Lancaller, was commaunded to 
bring forth the laid 

"Jennet Bierkjy, 
El/en Bier/ejTy 
yane Southworth^ 
to the Barre to reeeiue their Triall. 

Indictment. 



lllo laid leiinet Bieyley. EUeii Bicrlei/, and lane Soulh- 
. wortlt of Salmesbury, iu the Countie of Laucafter, 

be- 
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»emg indicted, for that they and euery of them felloni- 
oufly had practifed, exercifed, and vfed diuerfe deuillifli 
and wicked Arts, called WUcha-afis , Inchauntments, 
Charmes, and Sorceries, in and vpon one Grace Sowerbuts : 
lb that by meanes thereof her bodie wafted and eonfu- 
med, Contra formam Statuti Sfc. El Contra Paccm dicti 
Domini Regis Coronam Sf dignitatem Sfc. 

To this Indictment vpon their Arraigneraent, they 
pleaded NotrGuiltie ; and for the Triall of their liues put 
themfelues vpon God and their Countrey. 

Whereupon Mafter Sheriffe of the Countie of Lan- 
cafter, by direction of the Court, made returne of a very 
fufficient lurie to paffe betweene the Kings Maieftie 
and them, vpon their liues and deaths, with fuch others 
as follow in order. 



The Prifoners being now at the Barre vpon their 
Triall, Grace Sowcrhuttx, the daughter of Thomas Sower- 
fifitts, about the age of foureteene yeares, was produ- 
ced to giue Euidence for the Kings Maieftie against 
them : who ftanding vp, llie was commauti- 
ded to point out the Prifoners, which 
iliee did , and faid as fol- 
loweth, viz 
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The Examination and Euidence of 

Geace Sovverbvtts, dautjldcF of Thomas 
SovvERDVTTS, of Salmeshim/ , in the Countie of 
Lancajlur Hmband-man, vpon her Oath, 

Againft 
Iennet Bierley, Ellen Bierley, and 
Iane Sovthvvobth, pi-ifnners at the Barre, i-pon 
their Arraignement and Triall, viz. 

THe faid Grace Sowerlutts vpon her oath faith, Tliat 
for the fpace of fome yeares now laft paft fliee hath 
beene haunted and vexed with fome women, who haue 
vied to come to her : which women, fliee layth, were 
Iennet Bierky, this Informers Grand-mother ; Ellen Bier- 
ley, wife to Henry Bierley ; lane Soidltworth, late the wife 
of Tohn Soiithivortli, and one Old Doewife, all of Salmes- 
burie aforefaid. And fiiee faith. That now lately thofe 
foure women did violently draw her by the haire of the 
head, and layd her on the toppe of a Hay-mowe, in 
the laid Henry Bierleyes Barne. And Hiec laith further. 
That not long after the faid Iennet Bierley did meete 
this Examinate neere vnto the place where fliee dwell- 
leth, and firft appeared in her ownc likenelTe, and after 
that in the likenefre of a blacke Dogge, and as this Exa- 
minate did goe oucr a Style, flice picked her off: how- 
beit fliee faith flieo had no hurt then, but rofe againe, 
and went to her Aunts in Osbaldofton, and returned 
backc againe to her Fathers houle the tiime night, be- 
ing fetched home by her father. And Ihe faith. That 
in her way home-wards fliee did then tell her Father, 

how 
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how fiiee had beene dealt withall both then and at fun- 
dry times before tliat ; and before that time fhe neuer 
told any bodie thereof; and being examined why Hie 
did not, flie fayth, flie could not fpeake thereof, though 
fhe defired fo to doe. And flie further faytli. That y^ 
on Saterday, being the fourth of this inftant Aprill, 
(hee this Examinatc going towards Sahuesbnry bote, 
to meete her mother, comraing from Prellon, flieo law 
the iaid lennet Bierley , who met this Examinatc at a 
place called the Two Brigges, first in her owne ftiape, 
and afterwardes in the likeneffe of a blacke Tfogge, with 
two legges, which Dogge went clofe by the left fide of 
this Examinatc, till they came to a Pitte of Water, and 
then the faid Dogge fpake, and perfuaded this Exanii- 
nate to drowne her felfe there, faying, it was a faire and 
an eafie death : '^'hereupon this Examinatc thought 
there came one to her in a white flieete, and carried 
her away from tlie laid Pitte , \'pon the comming 
whereof the faid blacke Dogge departed away ; and 
ftiortly after the laid white thing departed alfo : And 
after this Examinate had gone further on her way. ar 
bout the length of two or three Fields, the faid blacke 
Dogge did meotc her againe, and going on her left fide, 
as aforelaid, did carrie her into a Bame of one Hugh 
Waljhinam , neere there by, and layed her vpon the 
Baruc-floore, and couered this Examinatc with Straw 
on lier bodie, and Haye on her head , and the Dogge 
it lelfc lay on the toppe of the faid Straw , but how 
long the faid Dogge lay there, this Examinate cannot 
tell, nor how long her felfe lay there : for fliee fayth, 
That vpon her lying downe there , as aforelaid . her 
Speech and Senfes were taken from her : and the firft 
L time 
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time Ihoe knew where (lice was, fliee was layed vpon a 
bedde in the faid Wnljhmaiis houfe, which (as fliee hath 
fince beene told) was vpon the Monday at night fol- 
lowing : and lliee was alio told. That Ihee was found 
and taken from the place where Ihee firft lay, by forae 
of her friends, and carried into the laid Waljhmaas 
houle, within a few houres after fliee was layed in the 
Bame, as aforol'aid. And fliee further fayth, That vpon 
the day following, being Tuei'day, neere night of the 
fame day, fliee this Examinate was fetched by her Far 
ther and Mother from the laid Waljfimans houfe to her 
Fathers houfe. And lliee faith. That at the place be- 
fore fpecified, called the Two Brigges, the faid lennet 
Bierleif and Ellen Bierky did appeare vnto her in their 
owne fliapes : whereupon this Examinate fell downe, 
and after that was not able to fpeake, or goe, till the Fri- 
day following: during which time, as flie lay in her Far 
thers houle, the faid lennet Bierhy and Ellen Bierley did 
once appeare nito her in their owne fliapes, but they 
(hd nothing vnto her then, neither did flice euer fee 
them fmce . And fliee further fayth. That a good 
while before all this, this Examinate did goe with the 
laid lennet Bierley. her Grand-mother, and the faid 
Ellen Bierhy her Aunt , at the bidding of her. faid 
Grand-mother, to the houfe of one Thomas Wfdjh- 
man , in Salniesbury aforelaid . And comming thi- 
ther in the night, when all the houle-hold was ar 
bed , the doores being thut, the faid lennet Bierley 
did open them, but this Examinate knoweth not 
how : and beeing come into the faid houfe, this 
Examinate and the faid Ellen Bierley ftayed there, 
and the laid lennet Bierley went into the Chamber 

where 
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where the laid Waipiman and his wife lay, & from thence 
brought a little child, which this Examinate thinketh 
was in bed with it Father and Mother: and after the liiid 
lennet BierUy had fet her downe by the fire, with the 
laid child, ftiee did thruft a naile into the nauell of the 
faid child : and afterwards did take a pen and put it in at 
the faid place, and did fuck tlicre a good fpaee, and af- 
terwards laid the child in bed againe: and then the faid 
Jennet and the faid EUen returned to their owne houfes, 
and this Examinate with them. And lliee thinketh that 
neither the faid Thomas Waljhman, nor his wife knew that 
the laid child was taken out of the bed from them. And 
fliee faith alfo , that the faid child did not crie when it 
was hurt, as aforefaid : But fliee faith, that fliee thinketh 
that the laid child did thenceforth languiih, and not 
long after dyed. And after the death of the faid child ; 
the next night after the buriall thereof, the faid lennet 
Bierlej/ & Ellen Bia-kj/, taking this Examinate with them, 
went to Sahnelburie Church, and there did take vp the 
laid child, and the faid lennet did carrie it out of the 
Church-yard in her armes, and then did put it in her lap 
and carryed it home to her owne houfe, and hauing it 
there did boile fome tlicrof in a Pot, and fome did broile 
on the coales, of both which the faid lennet & Ellen did 
eate, and would haue had this Examinate and one Grace 
Bicrleif , Daughter of the faid Ellen , to haue eaten with 
them , but they refufed fo to doe : And afterwards the 
fwd lennet Si Ellen did Icethe the bones of the faid child 
in a pot, & with the Fat that came out of the laid bones, 
they faid they would annoint themfelues, that thereby 
they might fometimes change themlelues into other 
ftiapes. And after all this being done, they laid they 
L 2 would 
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of fVitc/m at Lancajlcr. 
and did carrie her into the loft, and there did lay her vp- 
pon the floore, where fliee was fhortly found by her Fa- 
ther and brought downe, and laid in a bed, as afterwards 
fliee was told : for fliee laith, that from the firft meeting 
of the faid lane Southworth, Aiee this Examinate had her 
fpeech and fenfes taken from her. But the next day lliee 
faith, fliee came fomewhat to her felfe, aud then the laid 
Widow Sonthwmih came againe to this Examinate to 
her bed-fide, and tooke her out of bed, and laid to this 
Examinate, that ftiee did her no harrae the other time, 
in reqiect of that fliee now would after doe to her . and 
thereupon put her %'pon a hey-flack, (landing Ibme three 
or foure yards high from the earth , where fliee was 
found after great fearch made, by a neighbours Wife 
neare dwelling, and then laid in her bedde againe, where 
fhe remained Ipeechlefle and fenlelefle as before, by the 
i'pace of two or three dales: And being recouered, with- 
in a weeke after fliee iaith, tliat the faid Fane Southworth 
did come againe to this Examinate at her fathers houfe 
and did take her away, and laid her in a ditch neare to 
the houfe vpon her face, and left her there, where fliee 
was found fliortly after, and laid vpon a bedde, but had 
not her fenfes againe of a day & a night, or thereabouts. 
And fliee further faith, That vpon Tuefday laft before 
the taking of this her Examination, the laid lane South- 
worth came to this Examinates Fathers houfe, and fin- 
ding this Examinate without the doore, tooke her and 
carried her into the Barne, and thruft her head amongft 
a companie of boords that were there ftanding , where 
fliee was fhortly after found and laid in a bedde, and re- 
mained in her old fit till the Thurfday at night follow- 
ing. 

L 3 And 
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And being further examined touching her being at 
Red-bancke, fiiee laith. That tlie three women, by her 
before named, were carried baclte againe ouer Ribble, 
by the fame blacke things that carried them thither ; and 
faith that at their faid meeting in the Red-bancke. there 
did come alfo diuers other women, and did meete them 
there, fome old, feme yong, which this Examinatc thin- 
keth did dwell \'pon the North-fide of Ribble, becaufe 
flie law them not come ouer tlie Water: but this Exa^ 
minate knew none of them, neither did the fee them eat 
or dance, or doe anything elfe that the reft did, lauing 
that they were there and looked on. 

Thefe particular points of Euidence being thus vr- 
ged agaiull the Prifoners : the father of this Grace Sower- 
butU prayed that Thomas WalJIimaii, whofe childe they 
are charged to murther, might be examined as a witnes 
vpon his oath, for the Kings Maieftie, agaiuft the Prifo- 
ners at the Barre : wlio vpon this llrange deuifed accul'a- 
tion, deliuered by this impudent wench, were in opini- 
on of many of that great Audience guilty of tliis blou- 
die murther, and more worthy to die then any of thefe 
Witches. 



The 
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The Examination and Euidence of 

Thomas Walsh man, of Salmesbury, in the 
Coufitie of Lancajier, Yeoman. 

Againft 
Iennet Bierley, Ellen Bierley, 
Iane Sovt II worth, Prifoners at the Bai^re, rp- 
on their Arraignemeni and Triall, asfolloweth. viz. 

THe fdd Examinate, Thomas Walfhman, vpon his oath 
faith. That hee had a childe died about Lent 
twelue-nionth, who had beene ficlce by tlie Ipace of a 
fortnight or three weekes, and was afterwards buried in 
Salmesburie Church : wliich childe when it died was a^ 
bout a yeare old ; But how it came to the death of it, this 
Examinate knoweth not. And he further faith, that a- 
bout the fifteenth of Aprill laft, or thereabouts, the 
fajd Grace Sowerbiitts was found in this Examinates fa- 
thers Bame, laid \'nder a little hay and draw, and from 
thence was carried into this Examinates houfe, 
and there laid till the Monday at night fol- 
lowing : during which time fliee did 
not fpeak, hut lay as if flic had 
beene dead. 



The Arraiffiiemcnt and TrinU 

The Examination of Iohn Single- 
ton: Taken at Salmcsdury, in ifte Countie of Lancaftei; 
thefeuenth. day of Auguft: Anno Reg. Regis Iacobi 
Anglife, Franciie, & Hibemias, Fidei Defenfor. &c, 
Decimo & Scotiie, xlvj. 

Before 
Robert Hovluen, Efguire, one of his Maipjiies 
Iii/iices of Peace in the County of Lancajla: 

Againft 
Ibnnet Bierley, Ellen Biebley, and 
Iane Sovth worth, which hereafer foUowetJi. 



THe laid Examinate vpon his oath faith, That hee 
hath often heard his old Mafter, Sir Iohn Southwnrth 
Knight, now deceafed, iky, touching the late wife of 
Iohn Southwm-th, now in the Gaole, for fulpition of 
Witchcraft: That the faid wife was as he thought an 
euill woman, and a Witch : and he laid that he was lor- 
ry for her husband, that was his kinsman, for lie thought 
rtie would kill him. And this Examiiiate further faith. 
That the faid Sir Iohn Sotithworth in his comming or 
going betweene his owne houfe at Salmesbury, and the 
Towne of Prefton, did for the moft part forbeare to 
pafle by the houfe, where the faid wife dwelled, though 
it was his nearoft and bed way ; and rode another way, 
only for feare of the faid wife, as this Examinate verily 
thinkcth. 
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The Examination of William 

A L K E R of Sa/mesbunj, in the Cotmtie of Lancqfter, 
Yeoman : Taken the fijteenth day of Aprill, Anno Reg. 
Regis I A c o B r, Angliae, FrancijE, & Hil)eniife, Deci- 
mo & ScotiEp, quadragefimo quinto. 

Before 
Robert Hovlden, one of his Maiefties lujiicea 
of Peace in fhe Countt/ of LancaJ/er : Againjl I E N N E T 
BiERLEY, Ellen Bierley, and I a n e Bier- 
ley, which hereafter foUoweth. viz. 

THe faid Exarainate vpon his oath Ikitli, That hee 
hath feene the faid Sir John Southworlh fliunne to 
meet the faid wife of lohn SouthwoHh, now Prifoner in 
the Gaole, when he came ncere where flie was. And hatli 
heard the laid Sir John Southworlh fay, that lie liked her 
not. and that he doubted flie would bewitch him. 

Here was likewife Tliomas Sowerbutts, father of Grace 
Sowei'butts, examined vpon his oath, and many other 
witnefles to little purpole: who being examined by the 
Court, could depofe little againft them: But the finding 
of the wench vpon the hay in her counterfeit fits : wher- 
fore I leaue to trouble you with the particular declarar 
tion of their Euidence againft the Prifoners, In refpect 
there was not any one witnes able to charge tliem with 
one direct matter of Witchcraft; nor proue any thing 
for the murther of the childe. 

Herein, before we come to the particular declaration 

of that wicked and damnable practife of this Icfuite or 

Seminary, I fliall commend vnto your examination and 

iudgement fome points of her Euidence, wherein you 

M Hiall 



The Atraiffnement and Trial! 
ihal lee what impoffibilities are in this accufatio brought 
to this perfection, by the great care and paines of this 
officious Doctor, Mafter Tkompfon or Southworth, who 
commonly worketh v-pon the Feminine difpofition, being 
more Paffiue then Aetiue. 



The particular points of the Euidence of 
Grace Sovverbutts, viz. 

Euidonce. 

T Hat for the /pace of fome yeares JJie hath been haunted 
and vea-ed with fome women, who haite vfed to come 
to her. 
The lefuite foi^ot to inftnict his SchoUer how long 
it is fince ilie was tonnented : it Ibemes it is long fmee he 
read the old Badge of a Lyer, Oporiet mendacem effe me- 
morem. He knowes not how long it is fmee they came to 
church, after which time they began to practife Witch- 
craft. It is a likely thing the Torment and Panges of 
Witchcraft can be forgotten ; and therefore no time can 
be let downe. 



u 



Shee faith that now lately thefe foure women did violently 
draw Iter hy the haire of the head, and lay her on the top 
of a Hay-mow. 

Heere they vfe great violence to her, whome in ano- 
ther place they make choife to be of their coimfell, to go 
with them to the houl'e of Walfliman to murther the 
childe. This courtefie defemes no difcouery of (b foule 
a Fact. 

Not 
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Not long after, the faid lenoet Bierley did meet this 

E^aminaie neere rnto the place where fhe dwelled, 

and frfi appeared in hei- owne Ukeneffe, and after 

that in the Ukeneffe of a blacke Dogge. 

Vno Sf eodem tempore, (hee transformed her felfe into 

a Dogge. I would know by what meanes any Prioft can 

maintaine this point of Euidence. 



And as f/iee went ouer 
but had no hurt. 



Style, fliee picked her 



This is as likely to be true as the reft, to throw a 
child downe from the toppe of a Houfe, and neuer 
hurt her great toe. 

She rofe agaijie ; had no hurt, wait to her Aunt, 
and returned backe againe to hn- Fathers houfe, 
being fetched home. 
I pray you oblerue thefe contrarieties, in order as 
they are placed, to accufe the Prifonera. 

Saterday the fourth of tins instant ApriU. 

Which was about the very day the Witches of the 
Forreft of Pendle were lent to Laucafter. Now was 
the time for the Seminarie to inftruct, accufe, and call 
into queftion thefe poore women : for the wrinkles of 
an old wiues face is good euidence to the lurie againft 
a Witch. And how often will the common people fay 
(Her eyes are funke in her head, G o D bl^e vs from her.) 
But old Chatto.1! had Fancie, befides her withered face, 
to accufe her. 

M 2 This: 
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This Ed-aminate did t/oe ivith the /aid lenuet Bier- 
ley fter Gi-and-molhei' , and Ellen Bierley her 
Aunt, to the houfe of Walfliman, in the night- 
time, to murther a Child in ajtrange manner. 
This of all the reft is impoflible, to make her of their 
counfoll, to doe murther, whoiiio lb cruelly and barba- 
roufty tliey purfue from day to day. and torment her. 
The Witches of the Forrcft of Pendle were neuer fo 
cruell nor barbarous. 

And Jhee alfo faith, the Child cried not when it was 
hurt. 
All this time the Child was alleepe, or the Child was 
of an extraordinarie patience, 6 inauditum facinus ! 

After they had eaten, the faid three women and this 
E.raminate daunced euery one of them with one of 
the Blacke things : and after, the Blacke things a- 
htifed the faid women. 
Here is good Euidence to take away their liues. This 
is more proper for the Legend of Lyes, then the Eui- 
dence of a witnefTe vpon Oath, before a reuerend and 
learned ludge, able to conceiue this Villanie, and finde 
out the practife. Here is the Religious act of a Prieft, 
but behold the euent of it. 

She defcribes the foure Blacke things to goe upright, 

but not like Men in the face. 

The Seminarie miftakes the face for the feete : For 

Cliattow and all her fellow Witches agree, the Deuill is 

clouen-footed : but Fancie had a very good face, and 

was a very proper Man. 

A lioiit 
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About tenne dayes after her £a-ami nation taken at 
Black-borne, then J7ie was lonnmted. 

Still he purfues liis Proiect: for hearing his Scholler 
had done well, lie laboured Ihe might doe more in this 
nature. But notwithftanding, many things are layd to 
be in the times when they were Papifts : yet the Prieft 
neuer tooke paines to difcouer them, nor inftruct his 
Scholler, vntill they came to Churoh. Then all this 
was the Act of G o d, to raiie a child to open all things, 
and then to difcouer his plotted Tragedie. Yet in this 
great dilcouerie, the Seminarie forgot to deuife a Spirit 
for them. 

And for Thomas Waljkmau, vpon his Oath he fayth, 
That his Childe had beene ficke by the fpace of a fort- 
night, or three weekes, before It died. And Grace Sower- 
butts iaith, they tooke it out of the bedde, ftrucke a nayle 
into the Nauell, fucked bloud, layd it downe againe ; and 
after, tooke it out of the Graue, with all the reft, as you 
haue heard. How thefe two agree , you may, vpon 
view of their Euidence, the better conceiue, and be able 
to judge. 

How well this proiect, to take away the Hues of three 
innocent poore creatures by practife and villanie : to in- 
duce a yoimg Scholler to commit periurie, to accule her 
owne Grand-mother, Aunt, &c. agrees either with the 
Title of a lefuite, or the dutie of a IleUgious Prieft, who 
fliould rather profefte Sinceritie and Innocencie, then 
practife Trecherie : But this was lawfull ; for they are 
Heretikes accurfed, to leaue the companie of Priefts ; to 
frequent Churches, heare the word of God preached, 
and profefte Religion fmceroly. 

M3 But 
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But by the courfe of Times and Accidents, wife men 
oblerue, that very I'eldome hath any mifchieuous at- 
tempt beene vnder-taken without the direction or afli- 
ftanee of a leiliit, or Seminarie Priefl. 

Who did not condemne thefe Women vpon this eui- 
dence, and hold them guiltie of this lb foule and horri- 
ble murder? But Almightie God, who iu his prouidence 
had prouided meanes for their deliuerance, ahhough 
the Prieft by the help of the Deuill, had prouided falle 
witnedes to accide them ; yet God bad prepared and 
placed in the Seate of luftice, an vpright ludge to fit in 
ludgement vpon their lines, who after he had lieard all 
the euidenee at hirgc againft tlie Prilbners for the Kings 
Majeftie, demanded of them what anlwerc they could 
make. They himibly vpon their knees with weeping 
teares , defired him for Gods caufe to examine Grace 
Sowe7-huts, who fet her on, or by whofe meanes this ae- 
cuTation came againft them. 

Immediately the countenance of this Grace Sotvo-buls 
changed: The witnelTes being behinde, began to quar- 
rell and accule one an other. In the end his Lordlhip 
examined the Girle, who could not for her life make a- 
ny direct anfwere, but ftrangely amazed, told him, Ihee 
was put to a Mafter to leame, but be told her nothing of 
this. 

But here as his Lordlhips care and paines was great to 
difcouer the practifes of thefe odious Witches of the 
Forreft of Fondle, and other places, now vpon their tri- 
all before him: So was he defirous to difcouer this dam- 
nable practife, to accufe thefe poore Women, and bring 
their Hues in danger, and thereby to deliuer the inno- 
cent. 

And 
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And as he openly deliuered it vpon the Bench, in the 
hearing of this great Audience: That if a Prieft or lefuit 
had a hand in one end of it, there would appeare to bee 
knaucrie, and practife in the other end of it. And that it 
might the better appeare to the whole World , exami- 
ned Thomas Sowerbids, what Mafter taught his daughter: 
in generall termes, he denyed all. 

The Wench had nothing to fay, but her Mafter told 
her nothing of this. In the end, Tome that were prefent 
told his Lordfliip the truth, and the Prifoners informed 
him how fliee went to learne with one Thompfon a Se- 
minarie Prieft, who had inftructed and taught her this 
accufation f^inft them, becaufe they were once obfti- 
nate Papifts, and now came to Church. Here is the dif- 
couerie of this Prieft, and of his whole practife. Still this 
fire encreafcd more and more , and one witnefle accu- 
fmg an other, all things were laid open at lai^e. 

In the end his Lordlhip tooke away the Girle from 
her Father, and committed ."ler to M. Leiffh, a very reli- 
gious Preacher, and M. ChiJ'nal, two luftices of the Peace, 

to be carefully examined. Who tooke great paines to 

examine her of cuery particidar point ; In the 

end they came into the Court, and there 

deliuered this Examination 

as followeth. 
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The Examination of Grace Sower- 

BVTS, of Salmesburie , in the Countie of Lancq/ier , Spin- 
Jler: Taken vpon Wednefdat/ (he 19. of Auffii/l 1612. 
Annoq; Reg. Regis, Iacobi AnglifB, Francia, ^ Hi- 
bernifp, Fidei Defenforis, Sfc. dedmo Sf Scoliie, xlvi. 

Before 



William Leigh, and Edward Chisnal, 
Fffjuircs ; Itco of his Maiqftics luflices of Peace in the fame 
Countie : A t the Afsizes and generaU Gaole deliuerie , kol- 
den at Lancajler. 

By 

Direction of Sir Edward Bromley Knight, one 
of his Maiejiics luflices of Af size at Lancajler. 

BEing demanded whether the accufation fliee laid vp- 
pon her Grand-mother, Imnct Bierhi/ , Ellen Bicrlet/, 
and lane Southworth, of Witchcraft, viz. of the killing of 
the child of Thomas Walftnnan, with a naile in the Nauell, 
the boyiing. eating, and oyiing, thereby to transforme 
themfelues into diners fliapes, was true ; fliee doth vt- 
terly denie the fame ; or that euer fiiee faw any I'uch pra- 
etifes done by them. 

Shec further faith, that one Mafter Thampfon. which 
fhe taketh to be Mafter Chrijiopher Southworth, to whom 
(hee was fent to leame her prayers, did perl'wade. coun- 
lell, and aduife her, to deale as formerly hath beone faid 
againft her laid Grand-mother, Aunt, and Soitthworthx 
wife. 

And 
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Aud further lliee confefTeth and faith, that lliec ne- 
uer did know, or faw any Deuils, nor any other Vifi- 
ons, as formerly by her hath beene alleaged and infor- 
med. 

Also fliee confefTeth and faith, That fliee was not 
throwne or caft vpon the Henne-rufFe, and Hay-mow 
in the Bame, but that fliee went vp vpon the Mow her 
felfe by the wall fide. 

Being further demanded whether fliee euer was at 

the Church, fliee iaith, fliee was not, but pro- 

mifed her after to goe to the Church, 

and that very wil- 
lingly. 



Signum ^ Grace Sowerbuts, 
William Leigh. 

Edward ChifnaL 
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The Examination of Iennet Bier- 
lev, Ellen B i e it l e y , and Iane Sovth- 
WORTH, f>f Sdmesburie , in ilte Countie of Lancajler, 
Taken vpoti Wednefday the nineteenth of August 1612. 
Annoq; Reg. Regis, Iacobi Anglia:, Franctce, Sf Hi' 
l>emia;. Fidei Defhiforis, ^-c. decimo ^ Scotia; xlvi. 

Before 
William Leigh, and Edward Chisnal, 
Efquires; two of his Maiejtics Injiices of Peace in the fame 
Countie: At the Afsises and generall O'ao/e deH«erie , hol- 
den at Lancqfter. 

a, 

Direction of Sir Edward Bkomlby Knight, one 
ofhin Maitfiies Inflices of A f size at Lanctiflet: 

IEmiet Bierlei/ being demanded what lliee knowetli, or 
hath heard, how Grace Smverbuts was brought to Chri- 
fiopher Souihworth, Prieft ; fliee anlwereth, that Hiee was 
brought to M. Sinqletons houfe bj her owne Motlier, 
where the faid Prieft was , and that lliee further heard 
her laid Mother fay, after her Daugliter had been in her 
fit, that Ihee ihould be brouglit vnto her Mailer, mear 
ning the laid Prieft. 

And flice further faith, that (hee thinketh it was by 
and through the Counfell of the faid M. Thomfon , alias 
Souihworth. Priell, That Grace Sowerbuts her Grand- 
child accufed her of Witchcraft, and of fuch practifes as 
Ihee is aceuled of: and thinketh further, the caufe why 
the laid Thompfon, alias Southirorth Prieft, lliould practife 
with the Wench to doe it was, for that lliee went to the 
Church. lane 
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lane Sonthwm'th liiith llice law Mafter Thomp/on, alias 
Southworth, the Prieft, a month or lixe weekes before 
fhe was committed to the Gaole ; and had conference 
with him in a place called Bame-hey-lane, where and 
when Ihee challenged hira for (landering her to bee a 
Witch : whereunto he anfwered, that what he had heard 
thereof, he heard from her mother and her Aunt : yet 
(he, this Examiuate, thinketh in her lieart it was by his 
procurement, and is moued fo to thinke, for that fliee 
would not be diflwaded from the Church. 

Ellen Bierley faith, Shee law Mailer Thompfoih alias 
Southworth, tixe or eight weeks before (lie was commits 
ted, and thinketh the faid Prieft was the practifer with 
Grace Sowerbufts, to accul'e her of Witchcraft, and know- 
eth no caule why he (hould fo doe, but becaufe (lie go- 
eth to the Oiurch. 



Si'gnum, •{« leiinet Bierley- 
Srgfjum, £ liine Soutliwortli. 
Sigfiufny * Elleii Bierley. 

IVilliam Leigh. 

Edward Chisnall. 
N 2 
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Thele Examinations being taken, they were brought 
into the Court, and there openly in the prelence of this 
great Audience publiftied, and declared to the lurie of 
Life and Death; and thereupon the Gentlemen of their 
Tury required to conrider of them. For although they 
flood vpon their Triall, for matter of Fact of Witch- 
craft, Murther, and much more of the like nature: yet 
in refpect all their Acculations did appeare to bee pra- 
ctife : they were now to conlider of them, and to acquit 
them. Thus were thefe poore Innocent creatures, by 
the great care and paines of this honorable ludge, deli- 
uered from tlie danger of this confpiracie ; this bloudie 
practife of the Prieft laid open : of whofe fact I may law- 
fully lay; Eiiamji ego tacuero clamalmnt lapides. 

Thefe are but ordinary with Priefts and lefuites: no 
refpect of Bloud, kindred, or friendfliip, can moue them 
to forbeare their Confpiracies : for when he had labou- 
red treacheroully to feduce and conuert them, and yet 
could doe no good ; then deulled he this meanes. 



God of his great merde deliaei' vs aU from them and their 
damna/tle confpiracies : and when any of his Maiefties fvh- 
iects, fo free and innocent as thefe, Jhall come in quejiion, grarii 
them as honorable a TriaJl. as Retierend and worthy a ludge 
to Jit in hidgement vpon t/tem; and in the end as fpeedie a 
deliuerance. And for that which I haue heard of tfiem ; 
feene with my eyes, and taken paines to Reade of them : My 
humble prayer JhaU he to God Almightte. Vt Conuertan- 
tur ne pereant. Aut confundantur ne noceant. 



To conclude, becaufe the difcourfe of thefe three 
women of Salmesbury hath bcene long and trouble- 

fome 
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Ibme to you; it is heere placed amongfl the Witches, 
by Ipecial order and commandement, to fet forth to the 
World the practife and confpiracie of this bloudy But- 
cher. And because I haue prefented to your view a Ka- 
lender in the Frontifpice of this Booke, of twen- 
tie notorious Witches: I lliall fliew you their 
(leliuerance in order, as they came to 
their Arraignement and Triall e- 
uery day, and as the Gentle- 
men of euery lury for life 
and death flood 
charged with 
them. 



N, THE 



The Arraignnment and Tviall 



THE ARRAIGNMENT 

a?td Trial! of Anne Redferne, 

Daughter of AvmB Whittle, alias C h a t t o x, 
of the Forre/i of Pendlc. in the Countie of Lancnjim\ for 
Witchcraft; vpon Wednefday the nineteenth of Aug ufi, 
at t/ic Afsifes and Gcnerall Gnole-deliiterie . holden at 
Lancajier, 

Before 
Sir Edward Bromley Knight, one of his Mn- 
iejiies Iii/fices of Afsife at Lancafter. 



Anne Redferne. 




S Vch is the horror of Murther, and the erj'- 
ing finne of Bloud, that it will neuer bee 
latisfied but with Bloud. So fell it out 
with this milerable creature, Anne Red- 
* feme, the daughter of Anne Whittle, alias 
Chnttoo': who, as Ilice was her Mother, and brought her 
into the World, fo was (he the mcanes to bring her into 
this danger, and in the end to lier Execution, for much 
Bloud fpilt, and many other mifchiefes ilone. 

For \'pon Tuefday night (althougli you lieare little 
of her at the Arraigneraent and Triall of old Chattna; 
her Mother) yet was Iliee arraigned for the murther of 

Robert 
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Jtoliei't Nuttet; and others : and by the fauour and mer- 
cifull confideration of the lurie, the Euidenee being not 
very pregnant agamft her, Ihe was aequitcd, and found 
Not guiltie. 

Such was her condition and courfe of life, as had flie 
liued, Ihe would haue beene very dangerous : for in ma^ 
king pictures of Clay, Ihe was more cunning then any ; 
But the innocent blond yet vnl'atistied, and crying out 
vnto God for fatisfaction and reuenge ; the crie of his 
people (to deliuer them from the danger of fuch horri- 
ble and bloudie executioners, and from her wicked and 
damnable practiles) hath now agaiae brought her to a 
lecond Triall, where you fliall heare what wee haue vp- 
011 Record againil her. 

This Anne Redfeiiic. prifoner in the CalUe at Lanca- 
fter, being brought to the Barre, before the great Seat of 
luftice, was there, according to the former order and 
courte, indicted and arraigned, for that flie fellonioully 
had practifed, exercifed, and vfed her deuillifti and wic- 
ked Arts, called Witcha-afis, Inchaiintmoits, Charmes, and 
Sorceries, in and vpon one Ckrijiopher Nutter, and him the 
laid Chrijiophvr Nutter, by force of the fame Witchcrafts, 
fellonioufly did kill and murther, Contra formam Star- 
tuti Sfc. Et Contra Pacem Sfc. 

Vpon her Arraignement to this Indictment, llie plear 
ded Nnfr-Gttilfie ; and for the triall of her life put her feife 
vpon God and the Countrey. 

So as now the Gentlemen of the lurie of Life and 
Death ftimd charged with her as with others. 

The Euidence aijainji Anne R«dfeme, Prifona- 
at the Barre. 

The 



The Arraitjnemait mid TriiiU 

The Examination of Elizabeth 

SoTHERNES, alias Old Dembdike, taken at the 
Fence, in the Forrefl ofPcndle, in the Coitntie of Layicqfter, 
the fecond day of AprUl, Anno Reg. Regis I a c o B I, 
Anglia, &c. decirao, & ScotL-e xlv. 

Agaiuft 
Anne Redfebne {the daughtei- of A tin e Whit- 
tle, alias C H A T T x) Prifoner at the Barre : 



Before 
Roger Now el of lieade, F/'tjuire, one of his Maie- 
Jiies Iiijlices of Peace within thefaid Countie. 

THis Examinate I'aitli, That about halfe a yeare be- 
fore Robert Niftier died, as this Examinate thinketh, 
this Examinate went to the houle of Thomas Redfcrne, 
which was about Midlumraer, as (hee this Examinate 
now remembreth it : and there, within three yards of 
the Eaft end of the fajd houfe, lliee law the faid Anne 
Whittle and Anne Red/erne, wife of the laid Thomas Red- 
ferne, and daughter of the faid Anne Whittle, the one on 
the one fide of a Ditch, and the other on the other fide, 
and two pictures of Clay or Marie lying by them, and 
the third picture the faid Anne Whittle was making. And 
the faid Anne Redferne, her faid daughter, wrought her 
Clay or Marie to make the third picture withall. And 
this Examinate pafiing by them, a Spirit, called Tidbe, in 
the ibape of a blacke Cat, appeared vnto her this Exar 
minate and faid, Tume backe againe, and doe as they 
iloe. To whom this Examinate faid. What are they do- 
ing? 
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ing? Whereunto the faid Spirit laid, They are making 
three pictures : whereupon lliee aflced, whofe pictures 
they were ? whereunto the faid Spirit laid, They are the? 
pictures of Chrijiopher Nutter, Robert Nitttcr, and Mary, 
wife of the faid Robert Nutter. But this Examinatc deny- 
ing to goe backe to heipe them to make the pictures a^ 
forefaid, the faid Spirit feeming to be angrie therefore, 
ihot or puflied this Examinate into the Ditch ; and so 
liiedde the milke which this Examinate had in a Kanne, 
or Kitt ; and fo thereupon the Spirit at that time vani- 
(hed out of this Examinates fight. But prefently after 
that, the laid Spirit appeared vnto this Examinate again 
in the Ihape of a Hare, and to went with her about a 
quarter of a myle, but faid nothing vnto her this Exa- 
minate, nor fliee to it. 



The Examination of Margaret 
Crook E 

Against 
the faid Anne Redpebne: Taken the day and 
yeare aforefaid, 

Before 
Roger Now el aforefaid, Effjuire, one of his Ma- 
iqfties lufiices of the Peace in the Countie of Lancajier. 

Tllis Examinate. fworne & examined vpon her oath, 
fayth, Tliat about eightcene or nincteene yeares a- 
goe, this Examinates brother, called Robert Nuttier, about 
Whitfontide the fame yeare, meeting with the faid Anne 
Rcdfeme, vpon fome fpeeches betweonc them they fell 
out. 



The Arraiffneiiioit ami Triiill 
out, as this Exaniinats laid brother told this Examinat : 
and within Ibme weeke, or fort-night, then next after, 
this Examinats faid brother fell ficke, and fo langiiiflied 
vntill about Candlemas then next after, and then died. 
In which time of his fieknelTe, he did a hundred times 
at the lead fay. That tlie faid Amie Redfernc and her af- 
fociates had bewitched him to death. And this Exami- 
nate further saith. That this Examinates Father, called 
Chriftopher Nutter, about Maudlintido next after fol- 
lowing fell ficke, and fo languilhed, vntill Michaelmas 
then next after, and then died : during which time of his 
ficknefle, hee did fundry times lay. That hee was bewit- 
ched ; but named no bodie that Ihould doe the fame. 



The Examination of Iohn Nvtter, 

of Higham Booths in the Forreji of Peiidle, in the 
Counlie of Lancn/le-r, yeoman, 

Againft 
the faid Anne Redferne: Taken (he dai/ and yeare 
aforefaid. 

Before 
Roger Now el Efyuire, one of his Mtticjlies lujti- 
ces of Peace in the Countie of Lancastei: 

THis Examinate, fworne and examined vpon his oath, 
fayth. That in or about Chriftinas, fome eighteene 
or nineteene ycares agoe, this Examinat comming from 
Burnley with Chrijiophei' Nulter and Robert Nutter, this 
Examinates Father and Brother, this Examinate heard 

his 
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his faid Brother then lay vnto his laid Father these 
words, or to this effect. Father, I am Jure I am bewitched 
by the Chattox, Anne Chattox, and Anne Redfome Iter 
daughter, I prai/ you caufe them to bee laycd in Lancajier 
Cajile : Whereimto this Examinates Father anfwe- 
red, Thou art a foolilli Ladde, it is not fo, it is 
thy mifcarriage. Then this Examinates Brother wee- 
ping, faid ; nay, I am fure that I am bewitched by them, 
and if euer I come againe (for hee was readie to goe to 
Sir Richard ShutUeworths, then his Mailer) I will procure 
them to bee laid where they Iliall be glad to bite Lice in 
two with their teeth. 

Hereupon Ajine Whittle, alias Chattav, her Mother, 
was brought forth to bee examined, who confeffed the 
making of the pictures of Clay, and in the end cried out 
very heartily to God to forgiue her fmnes, and vpon her 
knees intreated for this Redfeme, her daughter. 

Here was likewife many witnefles examined vpon 
oth Vina voce, who charged her with many ftrangc prar 
ctifes, and declared the death of the parties, all in fucli 
fort, and about the time in the Examinations formerly 
mentioned. 

All men that knew her affirmed, fhee was more dan- 
gerous then her Mother, for Ihee made all or moll of the 
Pictures of Clay, that were made or found at any time. 

Wherefore I leaue her to make good vse of the lit- 
tle time fhe hath to repent in: but no meanes 
could moue her to repentance, for 
as lliee Uueil, lb lliee 
dyed. 
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The Examination ^Iames Device, 

taken the day and yeare afore-faid. 

Before 
Roger Now el, and Nicholas Ranke- 
st e r, JE/ff Hires : two of his Maiefties lujiices of Peace 
within the f aid Countie of Lancqfter. viz. 



T 



IHe faid Examinate vpon his oath faith, That about 
two yeares agoe, hee this Exammate law three Pi- 
ctures of Clay, of halfe a yard long, at the end of Red- 
femes houfe, which Redfeme had one of the Pictures in 
his hand, Marie his daughter had another in her hand, 
AnneRedfemB^^'^ the ikid Rcdfemes wife, now prifoner at Lancaftcr, 
the Witch. had an other Picture in her hand, which Picture (lie the 
(aid Redfemes wife, was then crumbling, but whose Pi- 
ctures they were, this Examinate cannot tell. And at 
his returning backe againe, fome ten Roods off them 
there appeared vnto him this Examinate a 
thing like a Hare, which fpit (ire 
at him this Exami- 
nate. 



The 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

a«(/ Trial! of Alice N v t t k k, 

of the Forrefl of Pendle, in (hi: Cotintic of Liiiiai/irr, for 
Wiidi-craft ; cpon Wedmfday iht- aineteeiUh of A ugiffi, 
tit the Afsizes and generall Gaoie detiturie, holden at 
Laiicajier. 

Before 

Sir Edward Bkomley Knight, mu- of his 
Mai^ies luftices of Af size at Lancqfter. 

Alice Nutter. 




sHe two degrees of perlbns wliioh chiefly 
Spraetife Witch-craft, aro fucli, us are in 
3 great milbric and poiiertie, for liich the 
SDeuill allures to follow him, hy promiliiig 
great riches, and worldly comiiio<litio ; 
Others, though rich, yet bume in a deli>eratc ilelire of 
Reuenge ; Ilee allures them by proniifes, to get their 
tunie fatisBed to their hearts contentment, as in the 
whole proceedings against old Chaltox : the examiiiar 
tions of old Dcmlidike ; and her children, there was 
not one of them, but haue declared the like, when the 
Deidll firft adaulted them. 

3 But 
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But to attempt this woman in that Ibrt, the Diuel had 
fniall meanes : For it is certaino Ihe was a rich woman ; 
had a great eftate, and children of good hope : in the 
common opinion of the world, of good temper, free 
from enuy or malice ; yet whether by the raeanes of the 
reft of the Witches, or fome vnfortunate occafion, fliee 
was drawne to fall to this wicked conrfe of life, I know 
not : but hither fhee is now come to receiue her Trial!, 
both for Murder, and many other vUde and damnable 
practifes. 

Great was the care and paines of his Lordfliip, to 
make triall of the Innocencie of this woman, as ihall ap- 
peare vnto you vpon the Examination of Icnnet Deuice, 
in open Court, at the time of her Arraignement and 
Triall ; by an extraordinary meanes of Triall, to marke 
her out from the reft. 

It is very certaine llie was of the Grand-couniell at 
Malking-Tower vpon Good-Friday, and was there pre- 
feut, which was a very great argument to condemne 
her. 

This Alice Nutter, Prifoner in the Caftle at Lanca- 
ft«r: Being brought to the Barre before the Great Scat 
of luftice ; was there according to the former order and 
courfe Indicted and Arraigned, for that Ihe fellonioufly 
had practifed, exercifcd, and vfed her diucUilh and wic- 
ked Arts, called Witchcra/ls, Inchantmenfs, Charmcs and 
Sorcei'ies, in and vpon Henry Miffon : and him the said 
Henry Mitton, by force of the fame Witchcrafts, felloni- 
oufly did kill and murther. Contra f ormam Statuti, &c. 
Et Contra Paean, &c. 

Vpon her Arraignement, to this Indictment Iliee 
pleaded not guiltie ; and for the triall of her life, put 

her 
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her felfe vpon God and tlio Coniitrey. 

So as now the Gentlemen of tlie lury of life and deatli 
iland charged with Iier, as with others. 

The Euidence againji Alice Nutter Pri- 
foner at the Bai-re. 



The Examination of Iames Device 

/mine o/" Elizabeth Device: Taken the feiten 
and titeiitieth day of ApriU : Anno Reg. Regis I a c o b i 
Angliae, Francije, & Hiberniae, Fidei Defenfor. &c. 
Decimo & Scotise, xlvj. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Ban& 
s T E K, two of his Mai^ies I^flicefi of Peace in the Couth 
lie of Lancajier. Againjl Alice Nutter. 

THe faid Exaniinate faith vpon his oath. That hee 
heard his Grand-mother lay, about a yeare ago, that 
his mother, called Elizabeth Deuice, and his Grand-mo- 
ther, and the wife of Richard Nutter, of the Rough-Lee ^^ 
aforefaid, had killed one Henry Mitto7i, of tlie Rough- 
Lee aforefaid, by Witchcraft. The reafon wherefore 
he was fo killed, was for that this Examinats faid Grand- 
mother had asked the laid Milton a penny : and hee de- 
nying her thereof; thereupon fliee procured his death 
as aforefaid. 



The 
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The Examination of Elizabeth 

Device, mother of ike faid Iames Device. 

Agatnft 
Alice Nvtter, wife of Richard N v t- 
TER, Prifmicr at the Barrc, rpoii her Arrai(fnement and 
Trial!. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Bane- 
s T E R, Ufquires, tfie day and yeare aforefaid. 

Tllis Examinatc vpon her oath confefieth, and faith, 
That ihe, with the wife of Ridiard Nutter, caUed A- 
lice Nttlter, Prilbner at the Barre ; and this Examinates 
faid mother. EUzaheth Solherne, alias Old Demdike; ioy- 
ned altogether, and bewitched the faid Henry Mitton to 
deatli. 

This Examinate further laith, That vpon Good-fri- 
day laft, there dined at this examinats houfe two women 
of Bumeley Parilh, whofc names the faid Ridiard Nut- 
ters wife, Aiice Nutter, now Prifoner at the Barre, doth 
know. 



The 
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The Examination of Iames Device 

afnrefaid. 

Again {I 
The fnid Alice Nvtter, the dnyv and yenrr a- 
fiwcfnid. 

THE laid Examinate vpon his oath laith. That vpou 
Good-Friday about twelue of the clocke in the day 
time, there diiied in this Examinats laid mothers houfe, 
a number of perfons, whereof three were men, with tliis 
Examinate, and the reft women : and that they mette 
there for thefe three caufes following, as this Examinats 
I laid mother told this Examinate. 

I Tlie firft was for the naming of the Spirit, which A- 
lizo?i Deuice, now Prilbner at Lancafter. had, but did not 
name him, becaufe Ihe was not there. 

The fecond caufe was, for the deliueric of his laid 
Grand-mother: this Examinates laid filler, Alizoii ; the 
laid Anne Chattox, and her daughter livdferne ; killing 
the Gaoler at Lancaster, and before the next AlTizes to 
blow vp the Caftle there ; to the end that the forelaid 
Prilbners might by that meanes make an efcape, and 
get away : all which this Examinate then heard them 
t oonferre of. 

And he alio faith. The names of liich Witches as were 
L on Good-Friday at tliis Examinats faid Grand-mothers 
houfe. and now this Examinates owne mothers, for fo 
I many of them as he doth know, were araongft others, 
I Alice Nuti'T, mother of Myles Nutter, now Prilbner at 
I the Barre. And this Examinate further laith. That all 
) the laid Witches went out of the laid houli' in their 
P owne 
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owne fliapes and likenelTes ; and they all, by that time 
they were forth of the doores, were gotten on horfe- 
backe, like vnto Foales, fome of one colour, and fome of 
another ; and Prions wife was the laft : and when fliee 
got on horfe-back, they all prefently vaniflied out of this 
Examinates fight : and before their faid parting away, 
they all appointed to meete at the laid Preftons wifes 
houfe that day twelue month, at which time the laid 
Preftons wife promifed to make tliem a great feaft : and 
if they had occafion to meete in the meane time, then 
fhould warning be giuen to meet upn Romlejs Moore. 



The Examination and Euidence of 

Iennet Device, daughter of Elizabeth 
Device. 

Againll 
Alice Nvtter, Prifojier at the Barre. 

Tile faid Exaniinate laith. That on Good-Friday 
laft, there was about 20. perfons, whereof only two 
were men (to this Examinates remembrance) at her faid 
Grand-mothers houfe at Malking-Tower, about twelue 
of the clock ; all which perfons, this Examinats faid mo- 
ther tould her, were Witches. And flie further faith, flie 
knoweth the names of fix of them, viz. the wife of IIu(/h 
Hargreiues vnder Pendle, Chj-ijlopher Howgaie of Pendle, 
Vncle to this Examinat and ElizaheOi his wife ; and Dick 
Myles wife of the Rough-Lee, Chrijlopher lacks of Thor- 
uihohne, and his wife; and the names of the refidue, ftie 
this Examinate doth not know. 

After 
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AFter these Examinations were openly read, his 
Lordlliip being very sufpitious of the acculation of 
this jong wench Icnnet Deuice, commanded one to take 
her away into the vpper Hall, intending in the meane 
time to make Trjall of her Euidence, and the Accufati- 
on efpecially againft this woman, who is charged to haue 
beene at Malking-Tower, at this great meeting. Master 
Couel was commanded to let all his prifoners by theni- 
felues, and betwixt euery Witch another Prilbner, and 
fome other ftraiige women amonglt them, lb as no man 
could iudge the one from the other : and thefe being let 
in order before the Court from the prifoners, then was 
the Wench Jennet Deuice comraaunded to be brought 
iaito the Court: and being let before my Lord, he tooke 
great paines to examine her of euery particular Point, 
What women were at Malking-Tower vpon Good- 
Friday ? How llie knew them ? What were the names of 
any of them ? And how flie knew them to be fuch as ftie 
named ? 

In the end being examined by my Lord, Whether 
flie knew them that were there by their faces, if flie law 
them ? Ilie told my Lord flie fliould : whereupon in the 
prefencc of this great Audience, in open Court. Ihe went 
and tooke Alice Natter, this prilbner, by the hand, and 
accufed her to be one : and told her in what place fliee 
fat at the Feall at Malking-Tower, at the great alTembly 
of the Witches, and who fat next her : what conference 
they had, and all the reft of their proceedings at large, 
without any manner of contrarietie. 

Being demaunded further by his Lordlliip, Whether 

Ihe knew lohan a Style f flic alicdged. flio knew no such 

woma to be there, neither did ftie euer heare her name. 

P 2 This 
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This could be no forged or fidfc Accufation, but the 
very Act of God to difcouer her. 

Thus was no meanes left to doe her all indifferent fa- 
uour, but it was vfed to faue her life; and to this Ihec 
could giue no anfwere. 

But nothing would feme : for old Dembdike^ old Chat- 
t(ki\ and others, had charged her with innocent bloud, 
which cries out for Reuenge, and will be fatisfied. And 
therefore Almightie God, in his luftice, hath cut her 
off. 

And here I leaue her, vntill (bee come to her Execu- 
tion, where you fliall heare fliee died very impenitent ; 
infomuch as her owne children were neuer able to 
nioue her to confefle any particular offence, or de- 
clare any thing, eucn in Artiado Mortis : which 
was a very fearefuU thing to all that 
were prefent, who knew Ihee 
was guiltie. 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

and Triall of K a t h e r i n e H e vv i t, 

Wife rt/" I H N H E vv I T, alias Movld-heeleb, 
of Coulne, in the Countie of Lancajlcr Clothier, fm- 

Witchcraft; vpon Wednefdai/ the nincteimth of Angitfl, 
at the Afsifes and Generall Gaok-del/wrie , hnldcn at 
Lanc({Jier, 

lit't'ore 
Sir E L) vv A R II B K o M L E Y Knight, one of his Mii- 
iifiies lufiicen of Afsife at Lancajlei-. 

Katherine Hewit. 




EHo but Witches i-aii hv proofts. and lb 
I witiiefles of the doings ot" Witches i liuce 
gall their Meetings. Conl'piracies, Practiles. 
^and Murthers. are the workes of Darke- 
~ nefle : But to diicouer this wicked Furie, 
God hath not only raifed raeanes beyond expecta- 
tion, by the voliintarie Confeflion and Acculation 
of all tliat are gone before, to accufe this Witch (be- 
ing Witches, and thereby witnefles of her doings) 
but after they were committed, by tneanes of a Child, 
to (iilcouer her to be one, and a Principall in that wic- 
ked alTembly at Malking-Towcr, to deuife fuch a dam- 
nable courle for the deliueranco of their friends at 
P 3 Lan- 
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Lancafter, as to kill the Gaoler, and blow vp the Caftle, 
wherein the DeuiU did but labour to aflemble them to- 
gether, and lb being knowne to lend them all one way ; 
And herein I Ihall commend vnto your good coniide- 
ration the wonderful! meanes to condemne thefe par- 
ties, that lined in the world, free from fufpition of any 
liich otfcnces, as are proued J^inft them : And thereby 
the more dangerous, that in the fucceffe we may law- 
fully fay, the very Finger of God did point the out. And 
flie that neuer law them, but in that meeting, did accufe 
them, and by their faces discouer them. 

This Katherinc Iletvi/t, Prifoner in the Caftle at Lan- 
cafter, being brought to the Barre before the great Seate 
of luftice, was there according to the former order and 
courfe Indicted and Arraigned, for that (he fellonioufly 
had practized, exercifed, and vied her Deuilliih and wic- 
ked Arts, called Witch-crafts, Inchantments, Charmes, and 
Sorceries, in, and vpon Anne Foulds ; and the fame Anne 
Fotilds, by force of the fame witch-craft, fellonioufly did 
kill and murder. Contra fm-nam Statuti, Sfc. Ei contra 
Pacem dicti Domini Megis, Sfc. 

Vpon her Arraignement to this Indictment, fliee | 
pleaded not guiltie ; And for the triall of her life put her 
felfe vpon God and her CJountrie. 



So as now the Gentlemen of the lurie of life and 
death, ftand charged with her as with others. 

The Euidence againfl Katherine Hewyt, 
Prifoner at the Bai-re. 

The 
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The Examination of Iames Device, 

Sonne o/'Elizabeth Device, taken the fetten and 
tipenlieth day of Aprill, Anno Reg. Regis lACOBi,An- 
gliiB, Franciae, & Hihernia;, deeimo, et Scotite qiiadra- 
gefimo quarto. 

Before 
Roger Now el, and Nicholas Banne- 
s r E R, Efguires ; two of his Maiejiien luftices of Peace, 
ill the Conntie of Lancaflei: 



Againll 

K A T H E R I N E H E W Y T. ttUan 

of Colne. viz. 



lO VI. n-IlEELES 



THis Examinate faith, that vpon Good-Friday laft, 
about twelue of the Clock in the day time, there di- 
ned at this Examinates Mothers houfe a number of per- 
fons : And hee alfo liiith, that they were Witches ; and 
that the names of the faid Witches, that were there, for 
fo many of them as ho did know, were amongft others 
Katherine Hewyt, wife of lohn Hewyi. alias Mould-heeles, 
of Coinc, in the Countie of Lancafter Clothier ; And 
that the faid Witch, called Knthen'ne Hetrift, alias Moidd- 
hecks, and one Alice Gray, did confcffc amongft the faid 
Witches at their meeting at Malkin-Tower aforefaid, 
that they had killed Foutds wifes child, called Anne 
Fotdds, of Colnc: And alfo faid, that they had then in 
hanck a child of Michael Hartleys of Colne. 

And this E.\aminate further faith, that all the faid 
Witehes went out of the faid houfe in their own Ihapes 
and likenefles. and by that time they were gotten forth 

of 



Tla- Arrakp,i-me,d and TiiiiU 
of the iloores, they were gotten on Uorle-back like vn- 
to foales, Ibrae of one colour, fome of an other, and the 
laid Presions wife was the laft : And when (ho got on 
Horfe-back, they all prelently vaniflied out of this Exar 
minates fight. And before their faid parting away they 
all appointed to meete at the faid Presions wifes houfe 
that day tweiue Moneths : at which time the faid Pre- 
Jions wife promiled to make them a groat feaft, and if 
they had occafion to meete in the raeane time, then 
fliould warning be giuen that they all flioiild meet vpon 
Romlefmoore. 



The Examination and Kuidence of Eliza- 
beth Device, Mother of the /aid I a m r m 
Device. 

Againft 

K A T II E R I N E H E W V T, (dlOS M O V L D-H E E L E S. 

Prijoner at the Bai-re rpon her Arraif/ncme?// ttiid Trinll. 
taken the day and yeare aforefaid. viz, 

THis Examinate vpon her oath confefTeth, that vpon 
Good-Friday laft there dyncd at this Exarainates 
houle. wliich (he liatli faid are Witches, and verily thin- 
keth to bee Witches, fucli as the faid lames Deuice hath 
fomiDrly fpoken of: amongil which was Katherine He- 
wyt, alias Moidd-lieelex, now Prifoner at the Barre: and 
fliee alio Ikith, that at their meeting on Good-Friday at 
Malkin-Tower aforefaid, the Diitl Katherine Hewyt, alias 
MoiildJieeles. and Anne Gray, did confefTe, tliey had kil- 
led 



of \\ itches at Lancqfler. 
led a child of Foulds of Colne, called Anne Foidds. and 
had gotten hold of another. 

And fliee further faith, the laid Katkerhie Hewyt with 
all the reft, there gaue her conlent with the faid Prejions 
wife for the murder of Mafter Lifter. 



The Examination and Euidence of 
Iennet Device, 

Againlt 
Katherine Hewyt. afim Mo v lp-heeles, 
Prifoner at ike Barre. 

THe feid Examinate faith. That vpon Good-Friday 
laft, there was about twentie perlbns, whereof two 
were men to this Exarainates remembrance, at her fiud 
Grand-mothers houfe, called Malkin^Tmrer aforelaid, 
about twelue of the clock : All which perfons this Exar 
minates faid mother told her were Witches, and that 
fhce knoweth the names of fixe of the faid Witches. 

Then was the faid Iennet Dcuice commanded by his 
Lordfliip, to finde and point out the faid Katherine He- 
wyt, alias Mould-heeles, amongft all the reft of the i^d 
Women, whereupon ftiee went and tooke the faid Ka- 
therine Hewyt by tlie hand : Accufed her to bee one, and 
told her in what place fliee late at the feaft at Afalkin- 
Tower, at the great Aifembly of the Witches, and who 
late next her; what conference they had, and all the 
reft of their proceedings at lai^, without any manner 
of contrarietie : Being demanded further by his Lord- 
Q ftiip. 



The Arraiffufineiit and Triall 
(hip, whether loane a Donme were at that Feaft, and mee- 
ting, or no ? lliee alleaged fliee knew no fuch woman to 
be there, neither did ftiee euer heare her name. 

If this were not an Honorable meanes to trie the ac- 
cufation againft them, let all the World vpou due exa^ 
mination giue iudgement of it. And here I leaue her 
the laft of this companie, to the Verdict of the Gentle- 
men of the lurie of life and death, as hereafter fliall ap- 



Heere the lurie of Life and Death, hauing fpent the 
moft part of the day, in due confideration of their of- 
fences. Returned into the Court to deliuer vp their Ver- 
dict againft them, as followeth. 



Tbe Verdict of Life and 
Death. 

WHo vpon their Oathes found lennet Bierley, Ellen 
Bierlcy, and Faiie Sonthworth, not guiltie of the 
offence of Witch-craft, conteyncd in the Indictment a- 
gainll them. 

Anne Red/erne, guiltie of the fellonie & murder, con- 
teyncd in the Indictment againft her, 

Alice Nutter, guiltie of the fellonie and murder con- 
temned in the Indictment againft her. 
And 
/Catherine ffewyt, guiltie of the fellonie & murder con- 
te^ned in the Indictment againft her. 

Where. 
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Whereupon Matter Couell was commanded by the 
Court to take away the Prifoners Conuieted, and to 
bring forth lohn Bulcocke^ lane Btdcocke his mother, and 
Alizon Deuicey Prifoners in the Caftle at Lancaller, to 
receiue their Trialls. 

Who were brought to their Arraignement and Tri- 
all as hereafter foUoweth. 



Q2 THE 



Tim Arrai<fnemeiit and Triall 

THE ARRAlGiNMENT 

am/ Triall o/'Iohn Bvlcock, 

and I A N E Bvlcock his mother, wife of C h b i- 
8 T () p H E B Bvlcock, of the Mojfe-end, in the Coun- 
tie of Lancajier, for Witch-craft: vpon Wednefdayin the 
after-noone, the nineteenth of Autfiifi, 1612. At the Af- 
^fizes and generaU Gaole deliuei-if, holden at Lancafiei: 

Before 
Sir Edward Bromlev, Kniifht, one of his Met' 
tp/lies Iitjiices cif Afsizes at Laucafier. 

John Bulcock^ 

and 

Jane Bulcock Iii-s mother. 

8F there were nothing to charge thefe Pri- 
foners withall, whom now you may be- 
hold vpon their Arraignement and Tri- 
all but their poafting in hafte to the great 
Aflerably at Malking-Tower, there to 
aduife and conlult amongft the Witches, what were to 
bee done to let at Hberty the Witches in the Caftle at 
Lancafter : loyne with Jennet Prefion for the murder of 
Master Lifter ; and fuch like wicked & diuellish practifes : 

It 




of Witches at La/icqfter. 
It were fufficient to accul'e them for Witches, & to bring 
their liues to a lawfiill Triall. But amongft all the Wit- 
ches in this company, there is not a more fearefull and 
diuellilli Act committed, and voluntarily confefled by 
any of them, comparable to this, vnder the degree of 
Murder : which impudently now (at the Barre hamng 
fonnerly confeffed ; ) they forfweare, fwearing they 
were neuer at the great alTembly at Malking Tower; al- 
though the very Witches that were prefent in that acti- 
on with them, iuftifie, niaintaine, and fweare the fame to 
be true againft them : Crying out in very violent & out- 
ragious manner, euen to the gallowes, where they died 
impenitent for any thing we know, becaufe they died fi- 
Icnt in the particulars. Thefe of all others were the moft 
defperate wretches (void of all feare or grace) in all this 
Packe ; Their offences not much inferiour to Murther : 
for which you lliall heare what matter of Record wee 
haue againft them ; and whether they be worthie to con- 
tinue, we leaue it to the good confideration of the lury. 

The laid John Bulcock, and lane Bukock his mother, Pri- 
foners in the Caftle at Lancafter, being brought to the 
Barre before the great Seat of luftice : were there accor- 
ding to the former order and courfe Indicted and Ar- 
raigned, for that they felionioufly had practifed, exerci- 
fed and vied their diuellifli & wicked Arts, called Witch- 
crajh, Inckantments, Charmes and Sorceries, in and vpon 
the body of lennet Deane : fo as the body of the laid /en- 
net Deane, by force of the laid Witchcrafts, wafted and 
confumed; and after Ihe, the faid lennet, became niadde. 
Contra formam Sfatuti, &c, Et Contra pacem, &c. 

Vpon their Arraignement. to this Indictment they 

pleaded not giiiltie; and for the triall of their hues put 

Q3 them- 



The Arrait/ncmeiit and Tria/l 
'fliemselues vpon God and their Countrey. 

So as now the Gentlemen of the lurie of Life and 
Death (land chained with them as with others. 

The Euidence aqain/t lohn Bnlcock, and Jane 
Buleock fn's mother, Prifoners at the Barre. 



The Examination o/'Iames Device 

taken thefeiten and twentieth day of Aprill aforefaid. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Bane- 
STEH, Efquires, two of his Maiejiies lujiices of Peace in 
t!te Countic of Lancajier. 

Againft 
loHN BvLcocK a7id I A N E B V L c o c K his Mo- 
ther. 

THis Examinate faith, That vpon Good-Friday, a- 
bout twelue of the clocke io the day time, there di- 
ned in this Examinates faid Mothers houfe a number of 
perfons, whereof three were men with this Examinate, 
and the reft women, and that they met there for thefe 
three caufes following, a-s this Examinates laid mother 
told this Examinate. The firft was, for the naming of 
the Spirit which AUifon Device, now prilbner at Lanca^ 
fter had, but did not name him, becaule lliee was not 
there. The fecond caufe was, for the deliuerie of his 
faid Grand-mother; this Examinates faid fifter AUifon; 
the faid Anne Chaltoj; and her daughter Rcdferne, killing 

the 



o/ M'ifchfi III LnHttffin: 

the Gaoler at LaiK-aller, and \wioTx' t\w lU'xt Alllliit to 
blow vp the Ciilllo thon>, tu tliiit i>ml tlir aliirt'llMil {irillv 
ners might hy that inoiLuos iiiako an i>ltv(|ii>, uriil ^nt k> 
way : All which this Bxainiimtt' thon houni thinii 
conferre of. 

And he alio la^'th. Tlmt tint niiin«n of l\ich liiid Wit- 
ches as were on Good-Friday iit tliix [-^xniniiiiitf'H llild 
Grand-mothers hoiile, and now this ICxiuninuti'n owiin 
mothers, for fo many of them im \u<v did know, W4<n> 
thefe, viz. fane liulmck, wife of Chrifln^ihfv IMcitpk, of the 
MoHe end, and fohn her (bnne unionglt MtluTN, Siv. 

And this Examinuto further liiitli. 'I'lint rill tlin llild 
Witches went out of the liiid honli- in their own llin|H'N 
and UkenefTes : and they all, hy that they witro forlli oi' 
the dores, were gotten on horib-bwkc, like vrit^j Fouleti, 
fome of one colour, and (bni<! of anotli<,'r, and PivHUm* 
wife was the lad : and when IIkm- got on horl(5-lHU!k<*, 
they all prefently vanillied out of thU KxamiiMtcii 
fight 

And further he Ikitli, Tliat the (aid lohn Hnlrmk wu) 
lane bis laid MottK.T, did <»jiiftf(Ie vpun imt\-V<Mn^ 
laft. at the laid Malkiiig-'l'owtfr, in the Vvsmnv, of thU 
Examinatc, That they \v»A lx*wi|>rhi^J, at th<; tK-w-^ii'lfl 
Edge in Yorkelliire, a wt^nutit calM imiimt. wtl'- af lohn 
Degne, befide«, her reafun ; and Wm fitwl Wr/fiuuw ttmtm 
fo bewitched, be did wA h<.-are xUnn f^4k<^ t^. Ai»d 
tkb Kiawiintff Avtiier Ikkli. That at iku- (wJ F<^t ui 
IbUdq^Tower dib P«*«»t— It beard i\ttim n\\ f(iuf 
Aar ceofiato to put tfw fiSd lftifl«r Tlnmnj, UtU-r *A 
Weftbjr to deHk. hmk jAct Muftcr UOer AmmM Iw 
mde a«^ b^ WicdMnlW tboi aB tfce AM Wt(dh« 
pw Aev cmAiM IV k^M il KvNiw; to handk ll»> 

Aw 



The Arraigneinent and Triall 

fter Leonard Lifter^ when he ihould come to dwell at the 
Cow-gUl, and fo put him to death. 



The Examination of Elizabeth 

Device, Taken the day and yeare aforefaid^ 

Before 
RooER Now EL and Nicholas Bane- 
STER, Ef quires^ two of his Maiesties Justices of Peace in 
the Countie of Lancaster. 

Againft 
loHN BvLCOCK, and Iane Bvlcock, his 
mother. 

THis Examinate laith vpon her oath, That flie doth 
verily thinke, that the faid Btdcockes wife doth know 
of fome Witches to bee about Padyham and Bum- 
ley. 

And fliee further faith, That at the laid meeting at 
Malking-Tower, as aforefaid, Katherine Hewyt and lohn 
Bulcock, with all the reft then there, gaue their confents, 
with the laid Prestons wife, for the killing of the faid 
Master Lister. 



The 



of Witches at Lancnjier. 

The Examination a7id Euidence of 

Iennet Device 

Againil 
loHN BvLCOCKE mid I AXE his mother, prif oners 
at the Barre, 

THe faid Exaininatc faith. That vpon Grood-Friday 
laft there was about twentie perlbns, whereof two 
were men, to this Examinates remembrance, at lier (aid 
Grand-mothers houle, called Malking-Tower afore- 
laid : all which perlbns, this Examinates laid mother 
told her were Witches, and that Ihe knoweth the names 
of fixe of the faid Witches. 

Then was the faid Iennet Denice commaunded bv his 
Lordfliip to finde and point out the laid lohn Bui cock 
and lane Bulcock amongft all the reft ; whereupon lliee 
went and tooke lane Bulcock bv the hand, accufed lier to 
be one, and told her in what place Ihee fat at tlic Feall 
at Malking-Tower, at the great Affembly of the Wit- 
ches ; and who lat next her : and accufed the laid lohn 
Bulcock to tume the Spitt there; what conference they 
had, and all the reft of their proceedings at large, with- 
out any manner of contrarietie. 

Shee further told his Lordfliip, there was a woman 
that came out of Cravrm to that Great Feaft at Mal- 
king-Tower, but llH'e could not finde Ikt out amongft 
all thofe women. 

\{ The 
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^ The names of the Witches at the 
Great AJfembly and Feaji at 

Malking-Towcr, viz. vpon Gocxl- 
Fridav laft, 1612. 

Elizabeth Deuice. 
Alice Nutter. 

Katberine Hewit , alias 

Mould'heeles. 

yohn Bulcock. 
Jane Bulcock. 
Alice Graie. 
yennet Hargraues. 
Elizabeth Hargraues. 
Chrijlopher Howgate. 

Sonne to old Dembdike. 

Chrijlopher Hargraues. 

Grace 



of Witchva at Lancft/lrr. 

Grace Hay^ <>f l^ulihanu 
Anne Crunckjhey^ of iMarclHlrn. 
Elizabeth Howgate. 
yennet Prejion , Executed at Yorke 

for the Murder of Matter Listfr, 

With many more, whieh Immii}; hound oui*r to a|>- 
I)eare at the lait Aflisscs, are luice that time fh^l to liiuo 
themfelucs. 
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Thi: Ai-nufjnuwent mtd Trial/ 

THE ARRAIGNMENT 

and Triali of Ai. i zo ii Device, 

Daughtei- o/' Elizabeth Device, within the For- 
reft of Pendle, in the Comilie of Lancajier aforefatd, for 
Wiich-craff. 

Aiizon Deuice. 




, Ehold, aboiie all the reft, this lamentable 
. ipectacle of a poore diftreired Pedler, how 
miferably hee was tormented, and what 
punilhruent hee endured for a fmall of- 
fence, by the wicked and damnable pra^ 
ctile of this odious Witch, firft inftructed therein by old 
Derribdike her Grand-mother, of whofe life and death 
with her good conditions, I haue written at lai^ before 
in the beginning of this worke, out of her owne Exami- 
nations and other Records, now remaining with the 
Clarke of the Crowne at Lancafter : And by her Mother 
brought vp in this deteftable courfe of life : wherein I 
pray you oblerue but the manner and courfe of it in or- 
der, euen to the laft period at her Execution, for this 
Iiorril)le fact, able to terrifie and aftonifh any man li- 
ning. 

This AlizoH Deuicp. Prifoner in the Caftle of Lanca- 
fter. 



r 



of Witches at Lancajiei: 
fter, being brought to the Barre before the great Seat of 
luftice, was there according to the former order and 
courfe indicted and arraigned, for that ftiee fellonioufly 
had practifed, exercifed, and vfed her Deuillifli and wic- 
ked Arts, called Witdir^^afts, Inchantments, Charmes, and 
Sorceries, in, and vpon one lohn Lmo, a Petti-chapman, 
and him had lamed ; fo that his bodie wafted and con- 
lumed, &c. Contra formam Statuti, Sfc. El contra pacem 
dicti Domini Regis, Coronam iff Dignitatem, ^c. 

Vpon the Arraignement, The poore Pedler, by name 
lokn Law, being in the Caftle about the Moot-hall, atten- 
ding to be called, not well able to goe or (land, being led 
thether by his poore fonne Abraham Law: My Lord Ger^ 
rard moued the Court to call the poore Pedler, who was 
there readie, and had attended all the Affizes, to giuc e- 
uidence for the Kings Majeftie againft the faid Alizon 
Deuice, Prifoner at the Barre, euen now vpon her Triall. 
The Prifoner being at the Barre, & now beholding the 
Pedler, deformed by her Witch-craft, and transformed 
beyond the courfe of Nature, appeared to giue euidenee 
againll her; hauing not yet pleaded to her Indictment, 
law it was in vaine to deoie it. or ftand vpon her juftifi- 
cation : Shee humbly vpon her knees at the Barre with 
weeping teares, prayed the Court to heare her. 

WhereujKjn my Lord Bromley/ commanded fhee 
ihould bee brought out from the Prifoners neare vnto 
the Court, and there on her knees, fliee humbly asked 
forgiucnelTe for her offence : And being required to 
make an open declaration or confeifion of her offence : 
Shee confefled as followeth. viz. 
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The Arraiijttement and Tri^ 

The Confefsion of Alizon Device, 

Prifmier at the Ban'e : pnUiJIied and declared at time 
of her Arraifftiemmt and Triall in open Court. 

SHe faith. That about two yeares agono, her Graad. 
motlier, called Elizabeth Sothcrnes, alias Dembdike, did 
(fundry times in going or walking together, as they 
went begg;ing) perfwade and aduile this Examinate to 
let a Diuell or a Familiar appearo to her, and that fliee, 
this Examinate would let him luck at I'ome part of her ; 
and fhe might haue and doe what lliee would. And fo 
not long after thefe perfwafions, this Examinate being 
walking towards the Rough-Lee, in a Clofe of one lohn 
Robiitfons, there appeared vnto her a thing like vnto a 
Blacke Dog^e ; Ipeaking vnto her, this Examinate, and 
defiring her to giue him her Soule, and he would g^ue 
her power to doe any thing lliee would : whereupon tliis 
Elxaminate being therewithall inticed, and fetting her 
downe; the faid Blacke-Dogge did with his mouth (as 
this Examinate then thought) fucke at her bread, a little 
below her Paps, which place did remain blew halfe a 
yeare next after : which laid Blacke-Dogge did not ap- 
peare to this Examinate, vntill the eighteenth day of 
March lad: at which time this Examinate met with a 
Pedier on the high-way, called Colne-field, neere ^-nto 
Colne : and this Exarainate demanded of the faid Ped- 
ier to buy fome pinnes of hira ; but the faid Pedier ftur^ 
dily anfwered this Examinate that he would not loofe 
his Packe ; and lb this Examinate parting with him : pre- 
fently there appeared to this Examinate the Blacke- 
Dogge. which appeared vnto her as before : which Black 

Dogge 
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Do^e rpake vnto this Examinate in Englifli, faying; 
What wduldft thou haue me to do vnto yonder man? to 
whom this Examinate laid, Wliat canft thou do at him ? 
and the Dogge anfwered againe, I can lame him : where- 
upon tliis Examinat anfwered, and faid to the liiid Black 
Dogge, Lame him : and before the Pedler was gone for- 
tie Roddes further, he fell downe Lame : and this Exar 
minate then went after the laid Pedler ; and in a houle 
ahout the diftance aforefaid, he was lying Lame : and fo 
this Examinate went beg^ng in Trawden Forreft that 
day. and came home at night : and about fine daies next 
after, the faid Black-Dogge did appe-are to this Exami- 
nate, as (he was going a begging, in a Cloafe neere the 
New-Church in Pendle, and fpake againe to her, faying; 
Stay and fpeake with me; but this Examinate would 
not: Sithence which time this Examinat neucr law him. 

Which agreeth verbatim with hei' owne Exami- 
nation takmi at Reade, in the Countie of 
Lancajier, the Odrtieth day of March, be- 
fore Majier Nowel, when Jhe was apprehen- 
ded and taken. 

MY Lord Bromley, and all the whole Court not a 
little wondering, as they had good caul'e, at this 
liberall and voluntarie confeflion of the Witch ; which 
is not ordinary with people of their condition and quali- 
tie : and beholding alfo the poore diftrelfed Pedler, {lan- 
ding by, commanded him vpon his oath to declare the 
manner how, and in what fort he was handled ; how he 
came to be lame, and fo to be deformed ; who depofed 
vpon his oath, as followeth. 

The 



The A rraiqneiiinit and Triall 

The Euidence of I o h n La vv, 

Petiie Chapman, vpon his Oath : 

Againfl. 
Alizon Device, Prijhner at (he Ban-e. 

HE depofeth and laith, That about the eighteenth of 
March laft paft, hee being a Pedler, went with his 
Packe of wares at his backe thorow Colne-field : where 
vnluckily he met with Alison Deuice, now I'rilbner at 
the Barre, who was very eameft with him for pinnes, but 
he would giue her none ; whereupon flie feemed to be 
very angry ; and when hee was paft her, hee fell downe 
lame in groat extrcniitie ; and afterwards by meancs got 
into an Ale-houfe in Colne, neere vnto the place wiiere 
hee was firft bewitched : and as hee lay there in great 
paine, not able to ftirre either hand or foote ; he law a 
great Black-Dogge ftand by him, with very fearefuU fi- 
rie eyes, great teeth, and a terrible countenance, looking 
him in the face ; whereat he was very lore afraid ; and 
immediately after came in the laid Alizon Deuice, who 
llaid not long there, but looked on him, and went away. 

After which time hee was tormented both day and 
night with the faid Alizon Deuice; and lb continued 
lame, not able to trauell or take paines euer fmce that 
time : which with weeping teares in great paiTion tur- 
ned to the Prifoner; in the hearing of all the Court hee 
laid to her. This ihon hnowejl to he foo true : and thereup- 
on flie humblie acknowledged the fame, and cried out 
to God to forgiue her; and vpon her knees with wee- 
ping teares, humbly prayed him to forgiue her that wic- 
ked offence ; which he very freely and voluntarily did. 

Here- 



of Witches at Lancafier. 
Hereupon Mafter Nmcel ftanding vp, humbly prayed 
the fauour of the Court, in relpect this Fact of Witch- 
craft was more eminent and apparant than the reft, that 
for the better fatisfaction of the Audience, the Exami- 
nation of Abi-ahajn Law might be read in Court. 



I The Examination of Abraham 

L A vv, of Hallifax, in the Couniie of Yorke, Cloth-dier, 
taken vpon oath the thirtieth day of March, 1612. 

Before 
R. o G K R N o vv E L, Efrjuirc, aforefaid. 

BEing fworne and examined, faith. That vpon Satur- 
day laft Clue one, being the one and twentieth day 
of this inftant March, he, this Examinate was fent for, 
by a letter that came from his father, that he fhould 
come to his father, lohi Law, who then lay in Colne 
fpeeehlefie, and had the left-fide lamed all fauc his eye: 
and when this Examinate came to his father, his faid fa- 
ther had fomething recouered his fpeech, and did com- 
plaine that hee was pricked with Kniues, Elfons and 
Sickles, and that the fame hurt was done vnto him at 
Colne-field. prefently after that Alizon Deuice had offe- 
red to buy fome pinnes of him, and flie had no money 
to pay for them withall ; but as this Eyiminates father 
told this Examinate. he gaue her fome pinnes. And this 
Examinate further laith. That he heard his faid lather 
iay. that tlie hurt he had in his lamenefle was done vnto 
him by the laid Alizon Deiiice, by Witchcraft. And this 
S Exami- 
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Examinate further laitli, tliat hee heard his laid Father 
further fay, tliat the faicl Aliznn Deuice did lie vpon liiiii 
and trouble him. Aud this Examinate feeing his faid 
Father fo tormented with the faid Alizon and with one 
other olde woman, whonie this Examinates Father did 
not know as it feemod : Tliis Examinate made fearch 
after the faid Alizon, and hauing found her, brought her 
to his laid Father yefterday being the nine and twenteth 
of this inftant March : whole laid Father in the hearing 
of this Examinate and diners others did charge the faid 
A lizon to haiie bewitched him , which the faid A h'zon 
confelfing did aske this Examinates faid Father for- 
giuenefle vpon her knees for the fame ; whereupon 
this Examinates Father accordingly did foi^ue her. 
Which Examination in open Court vpon his oath hee I 
iuftified to be true. ■ 

Whereupon it was there affirmed to the Court that 
this lo/m Law the Pedler, before his \Tifortunate mee- 
ting with this Witch, was a verie able sufficient ftout 
man of Bodie, and a goodly man of Stature. But by 
this Deuillifli art of Witch-a-afl his head is drawne awrie, 
his Eyes and face deformed, His Ipeech not well to bee 
vnderilood; his Thighes and Legges ftarcke lame: his I 
Armes lame efpecially the left lide, his handes lame and 1 
turned out of their courlc, his Bodie able to indure no 
trauell : and thus remaineth at this prefent time. 

The Prifoner being examined by the Court whe- 
ther fliee could helpe the poore Pedler to his former 
ftrength and health, llie anfwered llie could not, and fo 
did many of the reft of the Witches : But lliee, with 
others, affirmed. That if old Demhdike liad lined, lliee 
could and would haue helped him out of that great mi- 

ierie 
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lerie, which fo loug he hath endured ftir ib Unall an of- 
fence, as you haue lieard, 

Thel'e things beiug thus openly publilhed againll her, 
and Ihe knowing her (elie to be guiltle of euery particu- 
lar, humbly acknowledged the Indictment againll her 
to be tine, and that flie was guiltie of the ottence there- 
in contained, and that Ihe had iuftty delerued death for 
that and many other fucli like : whereupon Ihe was car- 
ried away, vntill flie iliould come to the Barre to receiue 
her judgement of death. 

Oh, who was prefent at this lamentable Ipei-tacle, 
that was not moued with pitie to behold it ! 

Hereupon my Lord Gerard, Sir Richard Hoiifi/iton. and 
others, who much pitied the poore Pedler, At the en- 
treatie of my Lord Bromleif the ludgc, promilt^d ibine 
prelent courie Ihould be taken for his reliefe and main- 
tenance: being now ditcharged and lent away. 

But here I may not let her palfe ; for that 1 find ibme 
thing more vpon Record to charge her withall: for al- 
though Ihe were but a young Witch, of a yeares Han- 
ding, and thereunto induced by Dembdike her Grand- 
mother, as you haue formerly heard, yet llie was fpot- 
ted with innocent blond among the reft: for in one part 
of the Examination of Tnmps Denice, her brother, he de- 
poleth as followeth, viz. 



The 
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The Examination of I a M e s De- 
vice, brother to the faid Alizon Device: Taken 
rpon Oath 

Before 
Roger Now el Mfi/uire, aforefaid, the thirtieth day 
of March, 1612. 

I Ames Deuice, of the Forrest of Pendle, in the Countie 
of Laneafter. Labourer, fworne and examined, layth, 
That about Saint Peters day laft one Henry Bulcock came 
to the houle of Elizabeth Sotherncs, alias Dembdike, 
Grand-mother to this Examinate, and said. That the 
faid Alizon Deuice had bewitched a Child of his, and de- 
fired her, that fliee would goe with him to his houfe : 
which accordingly fliee did : and thereupon fliee the 
faid Alizon fell downe on her knees, and asked the faid 
Bulcock forgiuencffe ; and confefled to him, that flie had 
bewitched the faid Child, as this Examinate heard his 
faid filler confeffe vnto him this Examinate. 

And although ihee were neuer indicted for this of- 
fence, yet being matter vpon Record, I thought it con- 
uenient to joyne it vnto her former Fact. 



HEre tlie lurie of Life and Death hauing fpent the 
moft part of the day in due confideration of their 
offences, returned into the Court to deliuer up their 
Verdict againft them, as foUoweth. 

The 
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The Verdict of Life 
and Death. 

WHo vpon their Oathes found lohn Btdcock and 
lane Btdcock his mother, not guiltie of the Felo- 
nie by Witch-craft, contained in the Indictment ar 
gainft them. 

Alizofi Deuice conuicted vpon her owne Con- 
feffion. 

Whereupon Mailer Ootid was commaunded by the 
Court to take away the Prifoners conuicted, and to 
bring forth Margaret Pearson^ and Ifahell Robey^ Pri- 
foners in the Caftle at Lancafter, to receiue their 
Triall. 

Who were brought to their Arraignement and Tri- 
alls, as hereafter followeth, mz. 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

and Triall f?/" Margaret Pear- 
bo n o/" Paddiham, in the Countic of Lancafter, for 
Witcka-aft; the nineteenth of August, 1612. at the 
Afsifes and Oc?iei-all Gaole-deliucrie , holden at Lan- 
cafter. 

Before 
Sir EdvvardBromley Knight, one of his A/a- 
ie/iien htftices of Afsife at Lancajier. 

Margaret Pearfon. 




sHus farre haue I proceeded in hope ^our 
ffpatience will endure the end of this dls- 
flcourfe, which craues time, and were bet^ 
9ter not begunne at all, then not perfected. 
This Margaret Pearfon was the wife of 
Edward Pearfon of Paddiham, in the Countie of Lanca- 
fter; little inferiour in her wicked and malicious courfe 
of life to any that hath gone before her : A very dange- 
rous Witch of long continuance, generally fufpected 
and feared in all parts of the Countrie, and of all good 
people neare her, and not without great caufe : For who- 
Ibeuer gaue her any iuft occalion of offence, ihee tor- 
mented 
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mentcd with great mii'erie, or cut oft' their children, 
goods, or friends. 

This wicked and vngodlj Witch reuenged her furie 
vpon goods, lb that eiiery one neare her luftained great 
loile. I place her in the end of these notorious Witches, 
by reafon her iudgenient is of an other Nature, accor- 
ding to her offence ; yet had not the fauour and niercie 
of the lurie beene more than lier defert, you had found 
her next to old Demhdike ; for this is the third time fliee 
is come to receiue her Triall; one time for murder by 
Witcli-craft ; an other time for bewitching a Neigh- 
bour ; now for goods. 

How long fliee hath been a Witch, the Denill 
and Ihee knows beft. 



The Aeculations, Depolitions, and particular Exa- 
minations \'pon Record againft her are infinite, and were 
able to till a lar^e Volume ; But fmee fliee is now only to 
receiue her Triall for this laft offence. I shall proceede 
againll her in order, and fet forth what matter we haue 
vpon Record, to charge her withall. 

This Marffarct Pearfon, Prifoner in the Caftle at Lan- 
eafter : Being brought to the Barre before the great Seat 
of luftiee ; was there according to the courl'e and order 
of the Law Indicted and Arraigned , for that fliee 
had practifed, exercifed, and ^■fed her diuellifli and wic- 
ked Arts, called Witchcrajl.% Inchantments, Charmes and 
Sorceries, and one Mare of the goods and Chattels 
of one Dodgefon of Padiham, in the Countie of Lan- 
cafter, wickedly, malicioudy, and voluntarily did kill. 
Contra formam Siatuti. Sft-. Ri Contra pacem dicti Domini 
Bfffis. ifc. 

Vpon 
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Vpon her Arraignemont to this Indictment, fliee 
pleaded not guiltie; And for the triall of her offence put 
her lelfe vpon God and her Countrie. 

So as DOW the Gentlemen of the lurie of her offence 
and death, (land charged with her as with others. 

The Euidence againft Margaret Pearlbn, 
Prifonei' nl the Banr. 



The Examination and Euidence of 

Anne Whittle, alias C h a t t o x. 

Againft 
Margaret Pearson, Prifoncr at the Barre. 

Tile laid Anne Chatto^ being examined faith, That 
the wife of one FcarfoTi of Paddiham, is a very euill 
Woman, and confefled to this Examinate, that fliee is a 
Witch, and hath a Spirit which came to her the firil 
time in likenefTe of a Man, and elouen footed, and tliat 
ftiee the faid Pcar/ons wife hath done very much hanne 
to one Dodgefons goods, ^'ho came in at a loope-hole in- 
to the faid Dodgefons Stable, and fliee and her Spirit to- 
gether did fit vpon his Horfe or Mare, vntill the faid 
Horfe or Mare died. And likewife, that fliee the faid 
Pearfons wife did confelTe vnto her this Examinate, that 
Ihee bewitched \'nto death one Childers wife, and her 
Daughter, and that fliee the faid Pearfons wife is as ill as 
fliee. 

The 
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The Examination of Iennet Booth, 

of Paddiham, in the Conntie nf Lancn/icr, the ninth day 

Before 
Nicholas Bannester, Efquire ; one of his 
Maiejiies Iiijlices of Peace in the Countie of Lancajler. 

IEnnct, the wife of lames Booth, of Paddiham, ^-pon her 
oath fiuth, That the Friday next after, the laid Pear- 
fans wife, was committed to the Gaole at Lancafter, 
this Examioate was carding in the faid Pearfons houfe, 
hauing a little child with her, and willed the laid Mar- 
gct'ic to giue her a little Milke, to make her faid child a 
little meat, who fetcht this Examinate fome, and put it 
in a pan ; this examinat meaning to fet it on the fire, found 
the faid fire very ill, and taking vp a ftick that lay by her, 
and brake it in three or foure peeces, and laid vpon the 
coales to kindle the fame, tlien fet the pan and milke on 
the fire : and when the milke was boild to this Exami- 
nates content, Ihe tooke the pan wherein the milke was, 
off the faid fire, and with all, vnder the bottome of the 
fame, there came a Toade, or a thing very like a Toade, 
and to this Examinates thinking came out of the fire, 
together with the faid Pan, and vnder the bottome of 
the lame, and tliat the faid Marifcrie did carrie the faid 
Toade out of the faid houfe in a paire of tonges; But 
what fliee the faid Marfjerie did therewith, this Exami- 
nate knoweth not. 

After this were diners witnelTes examined againft her 

in open Court, viua voce, to proue the death of the Mare, 

T and 
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and diuers other vild and odious practifes by her com- 
mitted, who ypon their Examinations made it fo appa- 
rant to the lurie as there was no queftion; But becaule 
the fact is of no great importance, in refpect her life is 
not in queftion by this Indictment, and the Depofitions 
and examinations are many, I leaue to trouble you with 
any more of them, for being found guiltie of this of- 
fence, the penaltie of the Law is as much as her good 
Neighbours doe require, which is to be deli- 
uered from the companie of fuch a 
dangerous, wicked, and mali- 
cious Witch. 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

anc^ Triaii of Isabel Robey 

in the Countie of Lancajier, for Witch-a-ajl : vpon Wediiefdnif 
ike ninetee?ith of Atigt{/f, 1612. At Uie A/sizes and gencrail 
Goale-deliuerif, holden at Lancajier. 

Before 
Sir Edward Bromley. Knight, one of his Ma- 
iefties luflices of Af sizes at Lancajier. 



Ifabei Robey. 




EtHus at one time may you behold Wit- 
f ches of all Ibrts from many places in this 
3 Countie of Lancafter which now may 
S lawfully bee faid to abound alinuch in 
Witches of diners kindes as Seminaries, 
lefuites, and Papists. Here then is the laft that came to 
act her part in this lamentable and wofuU Tragedie, 
wherein his Maicftie hath loft fo many Subjects, Mo- 
thers their Children, Fathers their Friends, and Kinl- 
folkes the like whereof hath not beene fet forth in any 
age. What hath the Kings Maieftie written and publi- 
Ihed in his Dfemonolot/ir, by way of premonition and 
preuention, which hath not here by the firft or laft 
T 2 beene 
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beene executed, put in practile or difcouered ? What 
Witches haue euer vpou their Arraignement and Trial 
uiade i'uch open liberal! and voluntarie declarations of 
their lines, and fuch confeflions of their offences : The 
manner of their attempts and their bloudie practil'es, 
their meetings, conlUltations and what not f There- 
fore I (hall now conclude with this I/abel liobei/ who is 
now come to her triall. 

This Tfal/el Robey Prilbner in the Caftle at Lancafter 
being brought to the Barre before the great Seat of lu- 
ftice was there according to the former order and courfe 
Indicted and Arraigned, for that fliee Fellonioufly 
had practifed, exereifed and vfed her Deuilirti and wic- 
ked Artes called Wilc/iciajh, Inchantmenis, Charmes and 
Sorceries. 

Vpon her Arraignment to this Indictment llie plear 
ded not guiltie, and for the triall of her life, put her 
Iblfe vpon God and her Countrie. 

So as now the Gentlemen of the lurie of life and 
death Hand charged with her as with others. 



The Euidence aijainji Ifabel Robey 
Prifoner at the Barre, 
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The Examination of Peter Chad- 
do c k o/" Windle, in the Couniie of Lniicq/ter : Taken at 
Windle afwefaid, the 12. day of Inly 1612. Anno Reg. 
Reg^s I A c o B r, AnglUe. &c. decimo, & Scotia) xlv. 

Before 
Sir Thomas Gerrard Knight, and Barronet. One 
of his Maiesties lustices of the Peace within the faid 
Countie. 



Tile laid Exaininate vpon his Oath iaitli, That be- 
fore his Marriage bee beard lay that the faid Ifahel 
Robey was not plealed that bee Iliould marrie his now 
wife : whereupon this Examinate called the faid Ifabet 
Witch, and laid that hee did not care for her. Then 
within two dajes next after this Examinate was fore 
pained in his bones: And tliis Examinate hauing occafi- 
on to meete Matter lohn Hawarden at Peafeley CrolTe, 
wiflied one Thomas Lyon to goe thither with him, 
wliicb they both did fo; but as they came home-wards, 
tbey both were in euill cafe. But within a lliort time af- 
ter, this Examinate and the faid Thomas Lyon were both 
very well amended. 

And this Examinate further faitb, that about foure 
yeares laft pall, his now wife was angrie with the laid 
Isabel, Ihee then being in his hotifc, and his laid Wife 
thereupon went out of the houfe, and prefently after 
that the faid Ifahel went hkewife out of the houfe not 
well plealed, as this Examinate then did thinke, and pre^ 
fently after vpon the fame day, this Examinate with his 
laid wife working in the Hay. a paine and a ftarknelTe fell 
into the necke of this Examinat which grieued him very 
T 3 fore; 
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fore; wherupo this Examinat sent to one lames a Glouer, 
which then dwelt in Windle, and defired him to pray 
for him, and within foure or fiue daycs next after this 
Examinate did mend very well. Neuertheleffe this 
Examlnate during the fame time was very fore pained, 
and fo thirftie withall, and hot within his body, that hee 
would haue giuen any thing hee had, to haue flaked his 
thirft, hailing drinke enough in the houle, and yet could 
not drinke vntill the time that the laid lames the Glouer 
came to him, and this Examinate then faid before the 
laid Glouer, I would to God that I could drinke, where 
upon the faid Glouer faid to this Examinate, take that 
drinke, and in the name of the Father, the Swine, and the 
Holy GhosU drinke it, faying; The Deuill and Witches 
are not able to preuaile againft. God and his Word, 
whereupon this Examinate then tooke the glafle of 
drinke, and did drinke it all, and afterwards mended ve- 
ry well, and lb did continue in good health, vntill our 
Ladie day in Lent was twelue moneth or thereabouts, 
fince which time this Examinate faith, that hee hath 
beene fore pained with great warch in his bones, and all 
his limmes, and lb yet continueth, and this Examinate 
further iaith, that his faid warch and paine came to him 
rather by meanes of the laid IsaAel Itobey, then other- 
wife, as he verily thinketh. 



The 
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The Examination of Iane Wilkin- 
son, Wife o/Trancib Wilkinson, o/" Windle a- 
forefaid : Taken before the /aid Sir Thomas Ger- 
RAR D, Knight and Barronct, the day and place aforefaid. 
Againji the faid Isabel Robey. 

THe faid Examioate vpon her oath faith, that vpon a 
time the laid Ifabel Robey asked her milke, and (hee 
denied to giue her any : And afterwards Ihee met the 
laid Ifabel, whereupon this Examinate waxed afraid of 
her, and was then prefently fick, and lb pained that fliee 
could not Hand, and the next day after this Examinate 
going to Warrington, was fuddenly pinched on her 
Thigh as lliee thought, with foure fingers & a Thurabe 
twice together, and thereupon was ficke, in fo much as 
ihee could not get home but on horfe-backe, yet soone 
after flice did mend. 



The Examination of Margaret 

Lyon wife of Thomas Lyon the yonger, of 
Windle aforefaid : Taken before ike faid Sir Thomas 
G E R R A R D, Knight and Barronet, the day and place a- 
forefaid. Aqainji the faid Isabel Robey. 

THe faid Margaret Lyon vpon her Oath faith, that 
vpon a time Ifabel RrAey came into her lioufe and 
laid that Peter Chaddock fliould neuer mend vntill he had 
asked her forgiuenefle ; and that Ihee knew hee would 
neuer doe : whereupon this Examinate faid, how doe 

you 
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you kuow that, for he is a true Cliriftian, and liee would 
aske all the world forg^uenefle ? then the faid halel faid, 
tliat is all one, for hee will neuer aske me forgiueneffe, 
therefore hee ftiall neuer mend ; And tliis Examinate 
further faith, that lliee being in the houfe of the laid Pe- 
Ici- Chaddock, the wife of the laid Peter, who is God- 
Daughter of the laid Ifaiiel, and hath in times paft vied 
her companie much, did affirme, that the laid Peter wa-s 
now latisfied, that the laid Ifobel Robey was no Witch, 
hy feuding to one Halfeworths, which they call a wile- 
man, and the wife of the faid Peter then faid, to abide 
vpon it. I thinke that my Hulband will neuer mend 
Mitiil hee haue asked lier forgiuenefle, choofe him 
whether hee will bee angrie or pleafed, for this is my 
opinion : to which he anfwered, when he did need to 
aske her forgiuenelTe, he would, but hee thought hee 
did not need, for any thing hee knew : and yet this 
Examinate further laith. That the faid Pcfer Chaddock 
had very often told her, that he was very afraid that the 
faid Ifahel had done him much hurt ; and that he being 
feareftiU to meete her, he hath turned backe at fuch time 
as he did meet her alone, which the laid Ifahel hath fmce 
then affirmed to be true, faying, that liee the faid Pete^' 
did turne againe when he met her in the Lane. 
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The Examination of Margaret 

P A R E E wife o/'HvGH Parre of Windle aforefaid, 
Taken before the faid Sir Thomas Gerard 
Knight and Baronety the day and place afm'efaid. Aqaitifl 
the faid Isabel Robey. 

THe faid Examinate vpon her oath faith, that vpon 
a time, the faid Ifabel Robey came to her houfe, and 
this Examinate asked her how Peter Chaddock did. And 
the faid Ifabel aufwered fliee knew not, for fliee went 
not to fee, and then this Examinate asked her how 
lane Wilkinfon did, for tliat Ihe liad beene lately ficke and 
fufpeeted to haue bcene bewitched : then the faid Jfabel 
faid twice together, I haue bewitched her too : and then 
this Examinate laid that lliee trufted fliee conid blefle 
her felfe from all Witches and defied them; and then 
the laid TfaM laid twice together, would jou defie me ? & 
afterwards the faid Ifabel went away not well pleafed. 

Here the Gentlemen of the laft lurie of Life and 
Death haning taken great paines, the time being farre 
fpent, and the number of the Prlfoners great, returned 
into the Court to deliuer ^-p their Verdict againft them 
as followeth. riz. 



The Verdict of Life and 
Death. 

Ho ^-pon their Oathes found the faid Ifabel Ro- 
bey guiltie of the Fellonie by Witch-craft, con- 
V tained 



w 
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tained in the Indictineiit againll her. And MargapeT 
PearfoH guiltie of the offence by Witch-craft, contained 
in the Indictment agaiuft her. 

Whereupon Mailer Covell was commaunded by the 
Court in tlie aftemoone to bring forth all the Prifoners 
that flood Conuicted, to receiue their ludgment of Life 
and Death. 

For his Lordfliip now intended to proceed to a final! 
difpatch of the Pleas of the Crowne. And heere endeth 
the Arraignement and Triall of the Witches at Lan- 
cafter. 



THus at the length haue we brought to perfection 
this intended Difcouery of Witches, with the Ar- 
raignement and Triall of euery one of them in order, 
by the hcipe of Almightie God, and this Reuereud 
ludge ; the Lanterne from whom I haue received light 
to direct me in this courfe to the end. And as in the be- 
ginning, I prefented ^Tito their view a Kalender contai- 
ning the names of all the witches : So now I (hall pre- 
fent vnto you in the eonclulion and end, fuch as lland 
conuicted, and come to the Barre to receiue the iudge- 
ment of the Law for their offences, and the proceedings 
of the Court againft fuch as were acquitted, and foimd 
not guiltie : with the religious Exhortation of this Ho- 
norable ludge, as eminent in gifts and graces, as in place 
and preeminence, which I may lawfully affimie with- 
out bafe flattery (the canker of all honeft and worthie 
minds) drew the eyes and reuerend refpect of all that 
great Audience prefent, to heare their ludgemcnt, and 
the end of thefe proceedings. 

The 
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The Prisoners being brought to the Barre. 

THe Court commanded three Iblemne Proclamati- 
ons for filence, vntill ludgement for Life and Death 
were giuen. 

Whereupon I prefented to his Lordlhip the 

names of the Prifoners in order, which 

were now to receiue their 

ludgement. 
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^ The names of the Prifoners at the 
Barre to receiue their yudgement 

of Life and Death. 



Anne Whittle^ alias 
Chattox. 

Elizabeth Deuice. 

y antes Deuice. 

Anne Redferne. 

Alice Nutter. 

Katherine Hewet^ 

John Bulcock. 

Jane Bulcock. 

Alizon Deuice. 

Ifahel Robey. 



THE 



THE IVDGEMENT 

OF THE BIGHT HONORABLE 

Sir Edward Bromley, Knight, one 

of his Majesties Justices of A/size at Lan- 

cajier vpmi the Witches conuided, 

as followeth. 




^Here is no man aliue more rnwiUing to pro- 
nounce this wofuU and heauif Itidgement a- 
' gainjl you, then my felfe : and if it were pofsi- 
ble, I would to God this cup might paffe from 
'.. Butjince it is othenctfe prouided, that af- 
ter ali proceedings of the Law, there mufl be a Judgement; 
and the Execution of that Judgement mvfi fucceed and fol- 
low in due time: J pray you haue patience to receiue that which 
the Law doth lay vpon you. You of all people haue the leaft 
caufe to complaine : Jince in the Tridl of your Hues there hath 
beene great care and paines taken, and much time fpent : and 
very few or none of you, but /land conuicted vpon your owne 
voluntarie confefsions and Examinations, Ex ore proprio. 
Few Witn^es examined againft you, but fuch as were pro- 
fent, and parties in your AJfemblies. Nay I may furtlter 
affirme, What perfons of your nature and condition, euer 
were Arraigned and Tried with more folemnitie, had more 
lihertie giuen to pleade or anfwei'e to euerie particular point 
of Euidence aqainfl you ? In condufion fuch hath beene the 
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generaU ca^e of all, that had to deale with you, that you haue 
neither caufe to be fended in the proceedings of the lujiices, 
that firjl tooke paines in thefe bt{/in^es, nor with tlic Court 
thai hath had great care to giue nothing in euidence against 
you, but matter of fact ; Sufficimt matter vpon Record, and 
not to induce <»■ leade the Iiirie tofinde any one of you giiHtie 
rpon matter of fufpition or prefumption, nor with the tcit- 
nejfes who ftauc beene tried, as it were in the fire : Nay, you 
cannot denie but must [cmifej/e what extraordinarie meanes 
hath beenc vfed to make triaU of t/ieir euidence, and to difcouer 
the leafi intended practice in any one of them, to touch your 
Hues vniuftly. 

As you Jland Jimply (your offences a7id bloudic practifes 
not conjidered) your fall toould rather moue compafsion, then 
exafperate any man. For whom would not the mine of fo 
many powe creatures at one time, touch, as in apparanceji'mpie, 
and of little vndeiflanding ? 

But the bloud of thofe innocent children, and otliers his 
Maiejiies Svhiects, whom cruelly and barbaroufly you haue 
murdered, and cut off, with all tlie reft of your offences, hath 
cryed out vnto the Lord againfl you, and foUicited for falisfa- 
ction and reuenge, and that hath brought this heaule iudge- 
ment vpon you at this time. 

It is therefore now time no longer wilfully to flriue, both 
againfl the prouidence of God, and the luflice of the Land: 
the more you labour to acquit your felues, the more euident 
and apparant you make your offences to the World. And vn- 
pofsible it is that they Jhall either profper or continue in this 
World, or receiue reward in the next, that areftained with fo 
much innocent blond. 

The worft then I w\Jh to you, fianding at the Barrc con- 
uicted, to receiue your Judgement, is. Remorse, and (nte Re- 
pentance, 
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pentance, for tfie fafegard of your Souks, and after, mi hum- 
ble, penitent, and heartie acknowledgemenl of your grie- 
uom Jinnes and offences committed both against God 
and Man. 

Firfl, yceld kutnble and lieartie tkankes to AltnighHe 
God for taking hold of you in your beginning, and making 
flay of your intended bloudie practifes ( although God 
knowes there 7> too much done alreadie) which would in time 
haue cast fo great a weight of Judgement rpon your 
Soules. 

Then praife God tliat it pleafed him not to furprize or 
fhike you fuddenly, euen in the ea^ecution of your bloudie 
Murthers. and in the middest of your wicked practifes, but 
hath giuen you time, and lakes you away by a iudiciall courfe 
and triall of the Law. 

Lafl of all, a-aue pardon of the World, and efpedaUy of all 
fuch as you haue iufily offended, either by tormenting them- 
felues, children, or friends, murder of their kinsfolks, or Iqffe 
of any their goods. 

And for leaning to future times the prudent of fo many 
barbarous and bloudie murders, with fuch meetings, practifes, 
confultations, and meanes lo ej^eciite reuenge, being the greOr 
tept part of your comfort in all your actions, which may inflruct 
others to hold tJie like courfe, or fall in the like fort : 

It only remaines I pronounce the ludgement of the Court 
againff. you by tJie Kings aufhoritie. which is ; You fliall all 
goe from hence to the Caftle, from whence ^'ou came ; 
from thence you fliall bee carried to the place of Execu- 
tion for this Countie : where your bodies fliall bee han- 
ged vntill you be dead ; And God Have Mebcie 
Vpon Yovr Sovles; For your comfort in this 
world I fhall commend a learned and worthie Preacher 

to 
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to inftruct you, and prepare you, for an other World : 
All I can doe for you is to pray for your Repentance in 
this World, for the latisfaction of many; And forgiue- 
nefle in the next world, for sauing of your Soules. And 
God graunt you may make good vfe of the time you 
haue in this world, to his glorie and your owne com- 
fort. 

Margaret Pearfon. 

THe Judgement of the Court againfl you, is. You 
(hall (land vpon the Pillarie in open Market, at Cli- 
theroe^ Paddihaniy WhaUey^ and Lancaster^ foure Market 
dayes, with a Paper vpon your head, in great Letters, 
declaring your offence, and there you (hall confefle 
your offence, and after to remaine in Prifon for one 
yeare without Baile, and after to be bound with good 
Sureties, to be of the good behauiour. 



To 
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To the Prifoners found not guiltie 

by the I v r i e s. 

Elizabeth Aftley. 
yohn RamJ'den. 
Alice Gray. 
Ifabel Sidegraues. 
Lawrence Hqy. 



bO you thai are fomtd not guiltie, and are hf the 
9 Law to bee acquited, prefume no further qfyonr 
3 Tnnocencte tlien you kaueju/l caufe : for althouyh 
\ it pleafed God out of his Merde, to f pare you at 
this time, yet without queftimi there are amongxt 
you, that are as deepe in this Action, as any of them that are con- 
demned to die for their offences : The time is now for you to foi"- 
fake the Deuill : RemcTnber how, and in what fort kee hal/i dealt 
with ail of you : make good vfe of this great mercie and fa- 
tiour : and pray unto God you fall not atfalne : For great is 
your happineffe to haue time in this IVorld, to prepare your 
felaes againji the day when youfliaU appeare before the Great 
Judge of all. 

Notwitkflanditig, the iitdqemeiit of the Court, iV, You 
ihall all enter Recognizances with good fufficient Suer- 
ties, to appeare at the next Aflizes at Lancafter, anil in 
the meane time to be of the good behauiour. All I can 
fay to you : 

X Jennet 
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yennet Bieriey^ 

Ellen Bierlejy, 

Jane South-worthy is, That God 
hath deliuered you beyond expectation, I pray God 
you may vse this mercie and fauour well ; and take heed 
you fall not hereafter ; And fo the Court doth order 
you fliall be deliuered. 

What more can bee written or publifticd of the pro- 
ceedings of this honourable Court : but to conclude with 
the Execution of the Witches, who were executed the 
next day following at the common place of Execution, 
neare vnto Lancafter. Yet in the end giue mee leaue to 
intreate fome fauour that haue beene afraid to fpeake 
vntill my worke were finiihed. If I haue omitted any 
thing material], or publillied any thing imperfect, ex- 
cufe me for that I haue done ; It was a worke impofed 
vpon me by the ludges, in refpect I was fo wel initructed 
in euery particular. In haft I haue vndertaken to finilh it 
in a bufie Tearme amongft ray other imploiments. 

My charge was to publifli the proceedings of luftiee, 
and matter of Fact, wherein I wanted libertie to \vrite 
what I would, and am limited to fet forth nothing a- 
gainft them, but matter vpon Record, euen in their 
owne Countrie tearmes, which may seeme ftrange. And 
this I hope will giue good fatisfaction to fuch as vnder- 
ftand how to iudge of a bufinefie of this nature. Such 
as haue no other imploiment but to queftion other 
mens Actions, I leaue them to cenfure wliat they pleale. 
It is no part of my profelfion to publifli any thing in 

print 
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print, neither can I punt in extraordinarie teannes. But 
if this difcouerie may feme for your inftruction, I fhalt 
thinke my felfe veiy happie in this Seruice, and fo leaue 
it to your generall cenfure. 

Da veniam Igjioto non difjdicuijfe meretur, 
F0inaijiudy$ qui flacuiffe tOn. 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

and Triall of Iennet Pres- 
to n o/" Gisborne in Craueii, in the Countic of Ywke, at 
the Afsifes and ffeiterall Guole-deliuerie, holden at the 
Cajlle of Yorke, in the Countie of Yorke, the feuen and 
twentieth day of Inly laji paji. Anno Regoi Regis la- 
cobi Angliai &c. Decimo & Scotise xlvj. 



"Jennet Preston. 




.J ANY hauc Midertaken to write 
\/,J% great difcourfes of Witches and 
many more difpute and fpeake of 
them. And it were not much if as 
many wrote of them as could 
write at al, to let forth to the world 
the particular Rites and Secrets of 
their vnlawfuU Artes, with their in- 
6nite and wonderful! praetifes which many men little 
fearc till they feaze vpon them. As by this late won- 
derfull difcoucrie of Witches in the Countie of Lanea- 
fter may appoare, wherein 1 find liich apparant matter 
to fatisfie the World, how dangerous and malitious a 

Witch 
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Witch this lennet Prejlon was, How vnfit to !iue, ha- 
uing once fo great raercie extended to her : And agaJne 
to reuiue her practifes, and returne to her former courfe 
of life ; that I thinke it necelTarie not to let the memo- 
rie of her life and death die with her ; But to place her 
next to her fellowes and to fet forth the Arraignement 
Triall and Conviction of her, with her offences for 
which flie was condemned and executed. 

And although fliee died for her offence before the 
reft, I yet can afford lier no better place then in the end 
of this Booke in refpect the proceedings was in an other 
Coimtie ; 

You that were hufband to this lennet Prejion ; 
her friends and kinsfolkes, who haue not beene Iparing 
to deuife fo fcandaloiis a flander out of the malice of 
your hearts, as that fhee was malicioufly profecuted by 
Master Listei- and others ; Her life vniuftly taken away 
by practife ; and that (euen at the Gallowes where fhee 
died impenitent and void of all feare or grace) fhe died 
an Innocent woman, becaufe flie would confefTe no- 
thing; You I fay may not hold it ftrange, thot^h at 
this time, being not only moued in confcience, but di- 
rected, for example fake, with that which I haue to re- 
port of her, I fuffer you not to wander any further, but 
with this fhort dileourfe oppofe yoiu* idle conceipts ar 
ble to feduce others: And by Charmes of Imputations 
and flander, laid vpon the luflicc of the Land, to clearc 
her that was iuflly condemned and executed for her of- 
fence ; That this fennel Preston was for many yeares 
well thought of and efteemed by Jlalter Lister who 
afterwards died for it Had free accefTe to his houfe, 
kind refpect and entertainment; nothing denied her flie 

flood 
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ftood in need of. Which of jou that dwelleth neare 
them in Crauen but can and will witnefTe it ? which 
might hauc incouraged a Woman of any good condi- 
tion to haue runne a better courib. 

The fauour and goodnefle of this Gentleman Ma- 
fter Lifler now lining, at his firft entrance after the death 
of his Father extended towards her, and the reliefe fhe 
liad at all times, with many other fauom^ that fuccee- 
ded from time to time, are fo palpable and euident to 
all men as no man can denie them. Thele were liiffici- 
ent motiues to haue perfwaded her from the murder of 
Vo good a friend. 

But luch was her execrable Ingratitude, as euen this 
grace and goodnefle was the caule of his miferable and 
vntimely death. And euen in the beginning of his 
greateft fauours e.xtended to her, began ftiee to worko 
this mil'chiefe, according to the courfe of all Witches. 

This leiinet Preston, whofe Arraignment and Triall, 
with the particular Euidence againft her I am now to 
fet forth vnto you, one that liued at Gilborne in Crauen, 
in the Countie of Yorke, neare Mailer Lister of Weft- 
bie. againft whom flie practifed much milchiefe; for ha^ 
uing cut ott' Thomas Lister Esquire, father to this gentle- 
man now lining, fliee reuenged her felfe vpon his fonne : 
who in fliort time receiued great loiTe in his goods and 
cattell by her meanes. 

Thefe things in time did beget fufpition, and at the 
Aflizos and Generall Gaole dcliuerie holden at the Ca- 
ftle of Yorke in Lent laft part, before my Lord Bromley, 
Ihee was Indicted and Arraigned for the murder of a 
Child of one Dodg-fonttes. but by the fauour and merci- 
ful! conlideration of the lurie thereof acquited. 

Y But 



The Arrai(/iie>iie>it and Trlall 
But this f'auour and niercie was no Iboner extended 
towardes her, and lliee fet at libertie. But ftiee began to 
practife the utter mine and ouerthrow of the name and 
bloud of tliis Gentleman. 

And the better to execute her mifchiefe and wicked 
intent, within foure dayes after her deliuerance out of 
the Caftle at Yorke , went to the great Aflembly of 
Witches at Mdking-Tower vpon Good-friday laft : to 
praye aide and heipe, for the murder of Mafter Lister, in 
refpect he had profecuted againft her at the fame Afli- 
zes. 

Which it pleafed God in his mercie to difcouor, and 
in the end, howfoeuer he had bUnded her, as he did the 
King of ^gypt and his Inftruments, for the brighter 
euidence of his own powerfuil glory : Yet by a ludieiall 
courfe and triall of the Law, cut her off, and fo deliue- 
red his people from the danger of her Deuiliih and wic- 
ked practifes : which you ihall heare againft her, at her 
Arraignement and Triall, which I lliall now fet forth 
to you in order as it was performed, with tiie wonder- 
full lignes and tokens of G o d, to fatisfie the lurie to 
finde her guiltie of this bloudie murther, committed 
foure yeares fmce. 
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Indictment. 

THis Iimnet Prejlon being Prifoner in tlie Caftle at 
Yorke, and indicted, for that iliee fellonioufly had 
practifed, vied, and exercifed diuerfe wicked and deuil- 
lilh Arts, called Witchcrafts, Inchauntments, Charmes, 
and Sorceries, in and \-pon one Thomas Lister of Weftby 
in Crauen, in the Countie of Yorke Efquirc, and by 
force of the lame Witchcraft fellonioufly the faid Tho- 
mas Lister had killed. Contra Pacein ^c. beeing at the 
Barre, was arraigned. 

To this Indictment v^on her Arraignement, ihee 
pleaded not guiltie, aud for the Triall of her life put her 
felfe vpon God and her Countrey. 

Whereupon my Lord A/lham commaunded Mailer 
Sherifte of the Countie of Yorke, in open Court to re- 
tume a lurie of sufficient Gentlemen of vnderftanding, 
to palTe betweene our Soueraigne Lord the Kings Ma^ 
jestie and hen and others the Prifoners, vpon their hues 
and deaths ; who were afterwards fwome, according to 
the forme and order of the Court, the prilbner being 
admitted to her lawfull challenge. 

Which being done, and tlie Prilbner at the Barre to 
receiue her Tryall, Mafter Hei/ber, one of his Maiefties 
luftices of Peace in the lame County, hauing taken great 
paines in the proceedings aj^ainll her ; and being belt in- 
llructed of any man of all the particular points of Eui- 
dence againft her, humbly prayed, the witnefles hereaf- 
ter following might be examined ^;ainlt her, and the fe- 
uerall Examinations, taken before Mafter Nowel, and cer^ 
tified, might openly bee publilhed ^ainft her ; which 
hereafter follow in order, viz. 

Y2 The 
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The Euidence for the Kings Maiejiie 

Againll 
Iennet Preston. Prifoner at the Barre. 

HEreupon were iliuerfe Examinations taken and 
read openly againft her, to induce and fatistie the 
Gentlemen of the lurie of Life and Death, to finde flie 
was a Witch ; and many other circumilanees for the 
death of M. Lister. In the end Anne Rohinfon and others 
were both examined, who vpon their Oathes declared 
againft her. That M. Liiter lying in great extrcmitie, 
vpon his death bedde, cried out vnto them that ftood 
about him; that Iennet Prejlon was in the house, looke 
where Ihee is, take hold of her: for Gods fake (hut the 
doores, and take her, iliee cannot efeape away. Looke 
about for her, and lay hold on her, for Ihee is in tlie 
houfe : and fo cryed very often in his great paines, to 
them that carae to vifit him during his ficknefle. 



j4nne Rohinfon^ 

and 
Thomas Lijier^ 

Being examined further, they both gaue this in eui- 
dence againit her. That when Mafter Lister lay vpon his 
death-bedde, hee cryed out in great extremitie ; Iennet 
Preston lyes heauie vpon me, Prestons wife lies heauie 
vpon me ; helpe me, helpe me : and fo departed, crying 
out againft her. 

Tliefe 
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Theie, with many other witnefles, were further,. ■e;car 
mined, and depoled. That fennel Preston, the PrrftHfer. 
at the Barre, being brought to M. Lister after hee \fas./ 
dead, & layd out to be wound yp in his winding-rtieet, 
the laid lennet Preston comming to touch the dead 
corpes, they bled frelli bloud prelently, in the prelence 
of all that were there prefent: Which hath euer beene 
held a great argument to induce a lurie to hold him 
guiltie that fliall be acculed of Murtlier, and hath fel- 
dome, or neuer, fayled in the Tryall. 

But thefe were not alone : for this wicked and bloud- 
thirllie Witch was no tboner deliuered at the Aflifes 
holden at Yorke in Lent laft paft, being indicted, arraig- 
ned, and by the fauor and mercie of the lurie found not 
guiltie, for the murther of a Child by Witch-craft : but 
vpon the Friday following, beeing Good-Friday, ftiee 
rode in haft to the great meeting at Malking-Tower, 
and there prayed aide for the murther of M. Thomas 
Lister: as at large lliall appeare, by the feuerall Exami- 
nations hereafter following; fent to thele Affiles from 
Mafter Nowel and other his Maieftics luftices of Peace 
In the Countie of Lancafter, to be giuen in euidence a^ 
gainll her. %-pon her Triall, viz. 
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Tbi."''Examination and Ruidence of 

•'."■..Ta M E s Device, of the F wrest of Pendle^ in the Connr- 
,*,'• ' tie of Lancqfter, Labourer, taken at the kotife o/" I a m e s 
W I L 8 E Y, of the Fon'eft of Pendle in the Countie of 
Lancqfier, the feuen and twentieth day of Aprill, Anno 
Reg. Regis Tacobi Anglise, &c. Decimo ac Scotiae 
quadragefimo quinto. 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Bane- 
BTER, Eguires, two of his Matejiies hiftices of the Peace 
within the Countie of Lancajler, viz. 



THis Examinate faith, That vpon Good-Friday laft 
about twelue of the clocke in the day-time, there 
dined in this Examinates faid mothers houfe a number 
of perfons, whereof three were men, with this Exami- 
nate, and the reft women: and that tliey met tiiere for 
thefe three caufes following (as this Examinates faid 
mother told this Examinate) : Firft was for the naming 
of the Spirit, which Alizon Detiice, now Prifoner at 
Lancafter, had, but did not name him, becaufe fliee 
was not there. The fecond caufe was for the deliuery 
of Ills faid Grand-mother, this Examinates laid fifter 
Alizon, the faid Anne Chattoa; and her daughter Jied- 
feme: Killing the Gaoler at Lancafter; and before the 
next Aflizes to blow vp the Caftle there ; to that end 
the aforefaid Prifoners might by that meanes make an 
clcape and get away. All which this Examinate then 
heard them eonferre of. And the third caul'e was, for 
that there was a womau dwelling in Gifburne Parifli, 
who came into this Examinates faid Grand-mothers 

houle. 
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houl'e, wlio there came, ami craued affiftanee of tfie.reft 
of them that were then there, for the killing of Miiflea- 
Li/iei- of Weftby: becaufe, as Ilie then laid, he had hdifajs'- 
malice \iito her, and had thought to haue put her away' 
at the last Aflizes at Yorke ; but could not. And then 
this Examinat heard the faid woman fay, that her power 
was not ftrong enough to doe it her felfe, being now 
lefle then before time it had beene. 

And he alfo further faith, that the faid Pre/ions wife 
had a Spirit with her like unto a white Foale, with a 
blacke-fpot in the forehead. And further, this Examinat 
faith. That fince the faid meeting, as aforelaid, this Exa^ 
minate hath beene brought to the wife of one Preflon in 
Gifljume Parilh aforefaid, by Henry Hargreities of Gold- 
fliey, to fee whether ftiee was the woman that came a- 
mongft the laid Witches, on the laid laft Good-Friday, 
to craue their aide and alTiftance for the killing of the 
faid Mafter Lijier : and hauing had full view of her ; hee 
this Examinate confefleth. That fliee was the felfe-fame 
woman which came amongft the laid Witches on the 
faid laft Good-Friday, for their aide for the killing of the 
faid Mafter Lijier ; and that brought the Spirit with her, 
m the Ihape of a White Foale, as aforelaid. 

And this Examinate further faith, That all the faid 
Witches went out of the faid houfe in their owne 
Ihapes and likenefles, and they all, by that they were 
forth of the doores, were gotten on horfe-backe like vn- 
to Foales, fome of one colour, some of another, and 
Prejions wife was the laft ; and when Ihe got on hori'e- 
backe, they all prefently vanillied out of this Examinats 
fight : and before their faid parting away, they all ap- 
pointed to meete at the laid Preftons wiles houfe that 

day 




• '.':':' ' ^^"^ Arrai<iiiemenl and Tria/l 
da,^f..Wefiie-month ; at whicli time the laid Prrjions wife 
pftjHjhbd to Hiake them a great feaft ; and if thoy had oc- 
'ajfibn to raeet in the raeane time, then fliould warning 
TJoe giuen that they all fliould meote vpon Romles- 
Moore. And this Examinate further laith. That at the 
laid feaft at Malking-Tower, this Examinat heard them 
all giue their confents to put the faid Mailer Thomas Li- 
Jier of Weftby to death : and after Mafter Lijler Ihould 
be made away by Witchcraft, then al the faid Witchas 
gaue their conlents to ioyne altogether to hancke Ma- 
fter Leonard Lijier, when he fliould come to dwell at the 
Sowgill, and fo put him to death. 



The Examination of Henrie Har- 

G K E I V E s of GoldJhe>/J)ooth, in the Forrejl of 
Pendle, in the Counlic of Lancafter Yeoman, taken the 
fifth day of May, Anno Reg. Regis Iacobi Anglise, 
&c. Dccimo. ac Scocite quadragelimo quinto. 

Before 
RooEa NowEL, Nicholas Bannesteb, 
and Robert Holden, Esquires ; three of his 
Maiefties Iitjlices of Peace within the faid Coimtie. 

THis E.\aminat vpon his oath faith, That Atine Whit- 
tle, alias Chatto.c, confefled vnto him, that flie know- 
eth one Prefions wife neere Giniurne, and tliat the fdd 
Pre/Ions wife llionld haue beene at the faid feast, vpon 
the faid Good-Friday, and that fliee was an ill woman, 
and had done Mafter Lijfer of Weftby great hurt. 

77*e 
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The Examination of Elizabeth 

DEVICE, mother o/" Iames Device, taken before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Ban ester, 
Esyutres, the day and yeare aforefaid, viz. 

THe laid Etisiiheth Deiiice vpon her Examination con- 
felTeth, That vpon Good-Friday lad, tliere dined at 
tliis Examiuats houle, which Ihe hath laid are Witches, 
and doth verily thinke them to be Witches; and their 
names are thofe whom lames Deuice hath formerly sjio- 
keo of to be there. 

She alio confefleth in all things touching the killing 
of Matter Lijier of Weftby, as the laid lames Deime hath 
before confelTed. 

And the laid EUzaheth Deuice also further ikith. That 
at the faid meeting at Malking-Tower, as aforefaid, the 
laid Katherhie Hcwyi and lohn Btdcock, witli all the reft 
then there, gaue their confents, with the faid Prejions 
wife, for the killing of the faid Mailer Lijier. And for 
the killing of the faid Maftcr Leonard Lijier, llie this Ex- 
uminate laith in all things, as the laid lames Deuice hath 
before confefTed in his Examination. 



The 
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The Examination of I e n n e T D E- 

VICE, daughter of Elizabeth late wife of John 
Device, of the Forrejl of Pendle^ in the Countie ofLan- 
cajievy about the age of nine yeares (w thei*eabouXs^ taken 
the day and yeare abmie-faid : 

Before 
Roger Now el and Nicholas Bane- 
s T E R, Esquires, two of his Maiqfties lujiices of Peace in 
the Countie of Lancajier. 

THe faid Examinate vpon her Examination faith, 
that vpon Good-friday laft there was about twenty 
perfons, whereof only two were men, to this Examinats 
remembrance, at her faid Grand-mothers honfe, called 
Malking-Tower aforefaid, about twelue of the clocke : 
all which perfons, this Examinates laid mother 
told her were Witches, and that ftie know- 
eth the names of diners of the laid 

Witches. 



After 



of Witches at Yorkc. 

AFter all thefe Examinations, Confeifions, and 
Euidence, deliuored in open Court againfl. her. 
His Lordship commanded the lurie to ob- 
fenie the particular circumftances ; firft. Mailer Lister 
in hia great extremitie, to complaine hee faw her, and 
requefted them that were by him to lay hold on her. 

After he cried out Ihee lay heauie vpon him, euen at 
the time of his death. 

But the Conclulion is of more confequence then all 
the reft, that Jennet Preston being brought to the dead 
corps, they bled freflily. And after her doliuerance m 
Lent, it is proued fliee rode vpon a white Foale, and was 
prelbnt in the great alTeinbly at Malkin Towei- with the 
Witches, to intreat and pray for aide of them, to kill 
Maftcr Lijler, now liuing, for that he had profequuted 
againft her. 

And againft thelb people you may not expect fuch 
direct euidence, fmce all their workes are the workes of 
darkeneffe, no witnefles are prefent to accule them, 
therefore I pray God (Urect your confciences. 

After the Gentlemen of the lurie of Life and Death 

had fpent the molt part of the day, in conlidcration of 

the euidence againft her, they returned into the 

Court and delliiered vp their Verdict 

of Life and Death. 
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The VerdiBi of Life and 
Death. 

WHo found Icnnd Prefton guiltie of the felloiiie 
and murder by Witch-craft of Thomas Listen; 
Efquire ; conteyned in the Indictment againll her, &c. 

Afterwards, according to the courfe and order of the 
Lawes, his Lordlhip pronounced ludgement againft 
her to bee hanged for her offence. And fo the Court a- 
rofe. 



Ero was the wonderful! difcouerie of this len- 
\^.'.\^ii iiv! Piejion, who for fo many yeares had liued 
i' .il 'iifborne in Crauen, neare Matter Lifter: 
' OTH' thing more I fliall adde to all thefe par- 
ticidar Examinations, and euidence of wit- 
neflbs, which I saw, and was prefent in the Court at Lan- 
cafter. when it was done at the Affizes holden in Auguft 
following. 

My Lord Bromley being very fufpicious of the accu- 
lation of lennet Deuice, the little Wench, commanded 
her to looke \'pon the Prifoners that were prefent, and 
declare which of them were prefent at MalJcin Tower, 
at the great afTembly of Witches vpon Good-Friday 
laft ; fliee looked vpon and tooke many by the handes. 
and acculed them to be there, and when ftiee had accu- 
fed all that were there prefent. fliee told his Lordlhip 
there was a Woman that came out of Crauen that was 

aniongft 




of Witches ai Yorke. 
amongft the Witclies at that Feaft, but fliee faw her not 
amongft the Prilbners at the Barre. 

What a fingular note was this of a Child, amongft 
many to miffe her, that before that time was hanged for 
her offence, which ftiee would ncuer confoffo or declare 
at her death ? here was prefent old Prejlon her hulband, 
who then cried out and went away : being fully fatisfied 
his wife had luftiee, and was worthie of death. 

To conclude then this prefent difcourfe, I heartilie 
defire you, my louing Friends and Countrie-men, for 
whole particular inftructions this is added to the former 
of the wonderfull difcouerie of Witches in the Countie 
of Laaeafter: And for whofe particular fatisfaction this 
is publilbed ; Awake in time, and suffer not your felues 
to be thus aftaulted. 

Confider how barbaroufly this Gentleman hath been 
dealt withall ; and efpecially you that hereafter fliall 
parte ^-pon any Juries of Life and Death, let not your 
conniuonce, or rather foolilli pittie, fpare such as these, 
to exequute farther mifchiefe. 

Remember that ftiee was no Iboner let at libertie, but 
lliee plotted the mine and ouerthrow of this Gentle- 
man, and his whole Familie. 

Expect not, as this reuerend and learned fudge fath, 
fuch apparent proofe againft them, as againft others, 
fmce all their workes, are the workes of darkeneffe : and 
vnlefle it pleafe Almightie God to raife witnertes to ac- 
cufe them, who is able to condemne them ? 

Forget not the blond that cries out vnto Go<:l for re- 
uenge, bring it not vpon your owne heads. 

Neither doc I vrge this any farther, then with this, 
that I would alwaics intreat you to n'mcmber, that it is 
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as great a crime (as Salomon layth, Prov. 17.) to con- 
demne the innocent, as to let the guiltie efcape free. 

Looke not vpon things ftrangely alledged, but iudici- 
oufly confider what is juftly proued againft them. 

And that as well all you that were witneffes, prefent 
at the Arraignement and Triall of her, as all other flran- 
gers, to whome this Difcourfe fhall come, may take ex- 
ample by this Gentlemen to profecute thefe helliih 
Furies to their end : labor to root them out of the C!om- 
monwealth, for the common good of your CJountrey. 
The greateft mercie extended to them, is foone for- 
gotten. 

God graunt vs the long and profperous cotinu- 
ance of thele Honorable and Reuerend ludges, vnder 
whole Gouemment we line in thefe North parts : for 
wo may lay, that God Almightie hath lii^led them 
out, and fet him on his Seat, for the defence of lu- 
llice. 

And for this great deliuerance, let vs all pray to 

God Almightie, that the memorie of 

thefe worthie ludges may bee 

bleffed to all Pofte- 

rities. 



FINIS. 



NOTES. 



NOTES. 



DSDICATION. " The Right HotwraUe TAotnat Lord Knyoet."] Sir Thomns 
KnireC, or Knyvet, Gentlemnn of the Prii7 Chamber to James the First, 
was afterwards created Boron of Escricke, in tlie coiintv of York, He it 
was who was intrusted to search tlie vaults under the Parliament House, 
and who discovered the thirty-six barrels of gunpowder, and apprehended 
Guido Fawhes, who declared to Lira, that if he had liappened to be within 
the house when he took him, us he was immedintely before, he would not 
have failed to blow him up, honse and all. (Howell's Slate Triait, vol. ii., p. 
202.) His courage and conduct on this occasion seem to have recommended 
him to the especial favour of James. Dj-ing without issue, the title of Lord 
Howard of Escrick was conferred on Sir Edward Howard, son of Thomas 
Howard, Earl of Suftolk, who had married the eldest daughter and co-heir 
of Sir H, Knivet; and, having been enjoyed successively by his two sons, 
ended in his grandson Charles, in the beginning of the last century. It 
must be admitted that the writer has chosen his patron very felicitously. 
Who so fit to have the book dedicated to him as one who had acted so con- 
spicuous a part on the memorable occasion nt Weatminster? The blowing 
up of Lancaster Castle and good Mr. Covel, by the conclave of witches 
at Malkin's Tower, was no discreditable imitation of the prand metropo- 
litan drama on provincial boards. 



First Iupkimatub. "Ja. Ailham, Sdw. Jiromlty."] These two 
ere Barons of the Court of Exchequer, hut neither of them seems to 
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have left a name extraordinarily distinguished for legal learning. Altham 
was one of the assistants named in the commission for the trial of the 
Countess of Somerset for the murder of Sir Thomas Overhury in 1616. 
Bromley appears, from incidental notices contained in the diary of Nicholas 
Assheton, (see Whitaker s WhaUey^ third edition, page 300,) and other 
sources, to have frequently taken the northern circuit He was not of the 
family of Lord Chancellor Bromley, hut of another stock. 

A 3. Second Imprimatur : ^^ Edward Bromley, I took upon mee to reuiae 
and correct t/."] This revision hy the judge who presided at the trial gives 
a singular and unique value and authority to the work. We have no 
other report of any witch trial which has an equal stamp of authenticity. 
How many of the rhetorical flourishes interspersed in the hook are the 
property of Thomas Potts, Esquier, and how many are the interpolation of the 
*' excellent care ** of the worthy Baron, it is scarcely worth while to investi- 
gate. Certainly never were judge and clerk more admirahly paired. The 
Shallow on the hench was well reflected in the Master Slender below. 

B a, ^^ The number of them being knowen to exceed all othere at any time 
hereto/ore at one time to be indicted^ arraigned^ and reeeiue their tryaUJ^ 
Probably this was the case, at least in England ; but a greater number had 
been convicted before, even in this country, at one time, than were found 
guilty on this occasion, as it appears from Scot, {Diecovery of Witchcrafts 
page 543, edition 1584,) that seventeen or eighteen witches were condemned 
at once, at St. Osith, in Essex, in 1576, of whom an account was written by 
Brian Darcy, with the names and colours of their spirits. 

B b. ^^She was a very old woman^ about the aye of /oureecore,"^ Dr. 
Henry More would have styled old Demdike '^ An eximious example of 
Moses, his Mecassephah, the word which he uses in that law, — Thou shalt 
not suffer a witch to live." Margaret Agar and Julian Cox, (see GlanvilTa 
Collection of Relations^ p. 135, edition 1682,) on whom he dwells with such 
delighted interest, were very inferior subjects to what, in his hands, Elisa- 
beth Sothemes would have made. They had neither of them the finishing 
attribute of blindness, so fearful in a witch, to complete the sketch ; nor 
such a fine foreground for the painting as the forest of Pendle presented ; 
nor the advantage, for grouping, of a family of descendants in which witch- 
craft might be transmitted to the third generation. 



B iu. •• Rmfer Soapell^ Eaquire."] This busy and iiiiscUicvous pciwinage 
who resided ot Reud Hall, in tlic inimcdiHte seighboiirhooii of Fendle, was 
sheriff of Lancashire in 1010. He niurried KatlLoriiie, daughter of John 
Murton, of Murton, and was buried 0.1 Whalley, January 3lsl, 1623. He 
H-as of the same family as Alexander Nowell, the Dean of St. Paul's, and 
Lawrence Novell, the restorer of Saxon literature in England ; and tar- 
nished a noQic which thsy had rendered luemorahlc, by becoming, appa- 
rently, an eager and willing instrument in that wicked persecution which 
resulted in the present trial. His ill-directed activity seems to have fanned 
the donnnnt embers into a blaxc, and to have given aim and conuatency to 
the whole scheme of oppression. From this man was descended, in the 
female line, one whose merits might atone for a whole generation of Roger 
Nowella, tlie truly noble-minded and evangelical Reginald Heber. 

B 2 6 . " Gmddthey,"^ so commonly pronounced, but more properly 
Goldehaw, or Goldshaw Booth. 

B 2 ft. " Tke tpirit anavered, hit nams mt» TM."] Bernard, who is 
learned in the nomenclature of familiar spirit^ gives, in his Guide to 
Qrawt Jurymen, 1630, l2mo, the following list of the names of the 
more celebrated familiars of English witches. "Such as I have read 
of are these: Hcphigtophiles, Lucifer, Little Lord, Fimodes, David, Jude, 
Little Robin, Smacke, Lilefoote, Nonsuch, Lunch, MakesliiH, Swash, 
Pluclc, Blue, Catch, Wliitc, Callico, Hardtiarae, Tibb, Biff, Ball, Puss, 
Hutterkin, Dicke, Prottie. Grissil, and Jacko." In the confession of 
Isabel Gowdie, a famous Scotch witch, (in Pitcairnt't Trial*, vol. iii. 
page 614,) we have the following catalogue of attendant spirits, ratlier, 
it must be confessed, a formidable hand. "The names of our Divellis, 
that w^ted upon us, ar thes ; first, Robert the Jakis ; Sanderis, the 
Read Roaver; Thomas tlie Foarie; Swain, the Roaring Lion; ThieBe of 
Hell; Wait upon Hirself; Mak Hectour; Robert the Rule; Hendrie 
Liung; and Rorie. We would ken theui all, on by on, from utherie. 
Some of theini apeirit in sodd dunn, som in grasse-grein, som in sea-grcin, 
and Bome in yallow." Archbishop Harsnet, in his admirable DeclaratioH of 
Popith Impotturea, under ike pretenct of tatHng out Devils, ISO.'i, 4lo, a 
work unsurpassed for rich humour and caustic wit, clothed in good old 
iiliomatic English, has a chapter "on the strange names of these devils,' in 
which he observes, (p. 46,) " It is nnt amiss that you be acquainU'd witJi 




tlicse cztraTngoDt names of devils, least meeting tlicm otiiorwisc by chance 
you mistake them for the names of topatere, or juglere." Certftinly, 
some of the names he marahaJIs in arrny smell strongly of the tavern. 
These are some of tliem : Pij.pin, Philpot, Modii, Soforcc, Hileo, Smol- 
kin, Hillio, Hiaclito, Lustio Huffc-cap, Killico, Hob, Fratcretto, Flibenli- 
gihhet, Hobcrdidance, Tocobatto, and Luetic Jollie JenVin. 

B 2 i. " About Day-iiffkl Gate.'] Day-light Gate, i. e. Evening, the down 
gate of daylight. See Promptuarium Parvuloram, (edited by Way for 
the Camden Society,) page 188, "Gate donii, or downc gate of the Sunnc 
or any other planet." — Oecasua. Palgtave gives, " At tJie soime gate 
downc ; sur le soleil coiichant." 



B 3 a. " The said Deuill did get Uood nnder her lefl a.-me.""] It would 
seem (see Elizabetli Device's Esamiiiatiou afterwards) as if sonic prelimi- 
nary search were made, in the ca^ of this poor old woman, for the marks 
which were supposed to come by the sucking or drawing of the Spirit or 
Familiar. Most [irobably her confessioa was the residt of this and other 
means of annoyance and torture employed in the usual unscmpulous 
manner, upon a blind woman of eighty. Of those marks supposed to be 
produced by llie sucking of the Spirit or Familiar, the most curious and 
scientific (if the word may be applied to such a subject) account will he 
found in a very scarce tract, which aeema to have been unknown to the 
writera on witchcraft. Its title is " A Confirmation and Discovery of 
Witchcraft, containing these severol particulars; That there are Witches 
called bad Witches, and Witches untruly called good or white Witches, 
and what manner of people they be, and how they may be knowne, with 
many particulars thereunto tending. Together with the Confessions of 
many of those eseciited since May, 1645, in the several Counties hereafter 
mentioned. As also some objections Answered. By John Steame, now of 
Lawshall, neere Burie Saint Edmunds in Suffolke, sometimes of Manuingtrec 
in Essex. Prov. xvii. 15, He that justifieth the wicked, and be that con- 
demneth the just, even they both are an abomination to the Lord. Deut. 
xiii. 14, Thou shall therefore enquire, and make search, aud aske diligently 
whether it be truth and the thing certaine. London, Printed by William 
Wilson, dwelling in Little Saint Bartholemewa, neere Smithfield. 1648, 
pages 61, besides preface." Steame, in whom Remigius and De Lancre 
would have recogniBed a congenial soul, had a sort of joint commission with 
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Hopkins, OS Wituh-fiudcr, Li[id tells us (see address to lieuder) that he had 
been in part an agent in finding out or discovering about 200 witches in 
Easeic, SuiToik, Northamptonshire, Huntington shire, Bedford b1i ire, Norfo!k> 
Oamhiidgesliire, and the Isle of Ely. He deals with the suhjcct un- 
<loubtcdly like a man whoso extensive experience and practice hoA enabled 
him to reduce the matter to a complete system. (See his account of their 
marks, pp. 43 to 50.) He might, hko John Kincaid in Tranent, (see 
Pitcairne's Criminal Trials, vol, iii. p. 5!)9,) have assui 
Common Pricker, i. e. Searcher for the devil's marks, a 
tests, which were infallible. He complmns, good man, 
places 1 never received penny as yet, nor any am like, notwithstanding I 
have hands for satisfaction, except I should sue ; [he should have sued by 
nil means, we might then have had his bill of particulars, which would have 
been curious ;] hut many mther fall opon me for what hath been receivedi 
but I hope such suits nill be disannulled, and that where I have been out 
of moneys for Towns in charges and otherwise such course ivill be taken 
that I may be satisfied and paid with reason," He was doubtless well 
deserving of a recompense, and his neighbours were much to blame if he 
did not receive a full and ample one. Of the latter end of his coadjutor, 
Hopkins, whom Sir Walter Seott (see Somers's Tracts, vol, iii. p. 97, ediL 
1810,) and seveml other writers represent as ultimately esecuted himself 
for witchcraft, he gives a very different, and no doubt more correct account ; 
whicli, singularly enough, has hitherto remained entirely unnoticed. " He 
died peaceably at Manuingtrec, after a long sicknesse of a consumption, as 
many of his generation bad done before him, without any trouble of con- 
Hcieiice for what he had done, as n-as falsely reported of hini. He was the 
son of a godly minister, and therefore, without doubt, within the Covenant," 
Were not the interests of truth too sacred to be compromised, it might 
seem almost a pity to demolish that merited and delightful retribution which 
Batlor's lines have immortalized. 



B 3 a. "I itiU&ame the oneo/^ou andhangihe other."'] The following 
eztrscts from that fine old play, " The Witch of Edmonton," bear a strong 
resemblance to the scene described in the text. Mother Sawyer, in whom 
the milk of human kindness is turned to gall by destitution, imbittcred by 
relentless outrage and insult, and who, driven out of the pale of himian 
fellowship, is thrown upon strange and fearfui allies, would almost appew 
to be the counterpart of Motlicr Demdikc. The weird sisters of our 
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transcendant bard are wild and wonderful creations, but have no close 
relationship to the plain old traditional witch of our ancestors, which is 
nowhere represented by our dramatic writers with faithfulness and truth 
except in the Witch of Edmonton : — 

Enter Elizabeth Sawyer, gathering sticks. 
Saw. And why on me f why should the eayioufl world 
Throw all their Bcandalous malice upon me ? 
'Cause I am poor, deform'd, and ignorant, 
And like a bow buckled and bent together. 
By some more strong in miBchiefs than myself. 
Must I for that be made a common sink. 
For all the filth and rubbiBh of men's tongues 
To fall and run into ? Some call me Witch, 
And being ignorant of myself, they go 
About to teach me how to be one ; urging. 
That my bad tongue (by their bad usage made so) 
Forespeaks their cattle, doth bewitch their com. 
Themselves, their servants, and their babes at nurse. 
This they enforce upon me ; and in part 
Make me to credit it ; and here comes one 
Of my chief adversaries. 

Enter Old Banks. 

Banks. Out, out upon thee, witch 1 

Baw. Dost call me witch ! 

Banks. I do, witch, I do; and worse I would, knew I a name more hateful. 
What makest thou upon my ground ! 

Saw. Gather a few rotten sticks to warm me. 

Banks. Down with them when I bid thee, quickly; I'll make thy bones rattle in 
thy skin else. 

Saw. You won't, churl, cut-throat, miser! — ^there they be ; {Throws them down,] 
would they stuck across thy throat, thy bowels, thy maw, thy midriff. 

Banks. Say'st thou me so, hag? Out of my g^und 1 IBeats her. 

Saw. Dost strike me, slave, curmudgeon I Now thy bones aches, thy joints 
cramps, and convulsions stretch and crack thy sinews ! 

Banks. Cursing, thou hag ! take that, and that. [Beats her, and exit. 

Saw, Strike, do ! — and wither'd may that hand and arm 
Whose blows have lamed me, drop from the rotten trunk ! 
Abuse me ! beat me I call me hag and witch ! 
What is the name ! where, and by what art leam'd. 
What spells, what charms or invocations ? 
May the thing oall'd Familiar be purchased ? 
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Saw. Still vex'd ! still tortured ! that curmndgeon Dauka 
Is ground of all my scandal ; I am ahunn'd 
And hated like a sickness ; made a scorn 
To all degrees and sexes. I have heard old beldams 
Talk of familiars in the shape of mice, 
liats, ferrets, weasels, and I wot not what. 
That have appeared, and suck'd, some say, their blood ; 
But by what means they came acquainted with them, 
I am now ignorant. Would some power, good or bad, 
Instruct mo which way I might be revenged 
Upon this churl, I'd go out of myself. 
And give this fury leave to dwell within 
This ruin'd cottage, ready to fall with age ! 
Abjure all goodness, be at hate with prayer. 
And study curses, imprecations, 
Blasphemous speeches, oaths, detested oaths. 
Or anything that's ill ; so I might work 
Revenge upon this miser, this black cur. 
That barks and bites, and sucks the very blood 
Of me, and of my credit. 'Tis all one. 
To be a witch, as to be counted one : 
Vengeance, shame, ruin light upon that canker I 

Enter a Black Dog. 

Doff. Ho! have I found thee cursing? now thou art 
Mine own. 

Saw. Thine! what art thou? 

Dog. Ho thou hast so often 
Importuned to appear to thee, the devil. 

Saw. Bless me ! the devil ! 

I)og. Come, do not fear ; I love thee much too well 
To hurt or fright thee ; if I seem terrible. 
It is to such as hate me. I have found 
Thy love unfeigned ; have seen and pitied 
Thy open wrongs, and come, out of my love, 
I'o give thee just revenge against thy foes. 

;SViir. May I believe thee ? 

Dog. To confirm't, command me 
Do any mischief unto man or beast. 
And ril effect it, on condition 
That, uncompelPd, thou make a deed of gift 
Of soul and body to me. 

Saw. Out, alas! 
My soul and body ff 
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Dog, And that instantly, 
And seal it with thy blood : if thou deniest, 
I'll tear thy body in a thousand pieces. 

Saw. I know not where to seek relief: but shall I, 
After such covenants seaPd, see full revenge 
On all that wrong me ? 

Dog, Ila, ha ! silly woman ! 
The devil is no liar to such as he loves — 
Didst ever know or hear the devil a liar 
To such as he affects ? 

Saw, Then I am thine ; at least so much of me 
As I can call mine own — 

Dog. Equivocations! 
Art mine or no ! speak, or 1*11 tear — 

8a%o, All thine. 

Dog, Seal't with thy blood. 

[Shs pricks her arm^ which he 8uek$, — Thunder 
and lightning. 
See ! now I dare call thee mine ! 
For proof, command me ,: instantly I'll run 
To any mischief ; goodness can I none. 

Saw, And I desire as little. There's an old churl, 
One Banks — 

Dog. That wrong*d thee : he lamed thee, call'd thee witch. 

Saw, The same ; first upon him I'd be revenged. 

Dog. Thou shalt ; do but name how ! 

Saw. Go, touch his life. 

Dog. I cannot. 

Saw. Hast thou not vow'd ? (lo, kill the slave ! 

Dog. I will not. 

Saw. I'll cancel then my gift. 

Dog. Ha, ha ! 

Saw. Dost laugh ! 
Why wilt not kill him ! 

Dog, Fool, because I cannot. 
Though we liave power, know, it is circumscribed. 
And tied in limits : though he be curst to thee. 
Yet of himself, he is loving to the world. 
And charitable to the poor; now men, that. 
As he, love g^oodness, though in smallest measure. 
Live without compass of our reach : hb cattle 
And com I'll kill and mildew ; but his life 
(Until I take him, as I late found thee. 
Cursing and swearing) I have no power to touch. 



Saw, Work im hia rom and ntttle thtni. 
Doff. leball. 
The WiTTH IIP Edmonton slutll 



his fall. 
Forir, PUxiit, edit. IS.-19, p 



B 3 o. ^'■Alizon Deuict.'] Device is merely the 
Hpelled OB jironounced in the neighbourhood of Pendlo. 



JUrtili: What dfath is't you deeirc fur AliiiarliiidcM ( 

hurh'tt, A (udden and a »»lit1e. 

llrniU, Thou I've fitted you. 
I[«re be Ihe gifta of both ; sudden and aabtic : 
Ilia picture made in wiui and ((ently inolteu 
By a blue fire liindled with dead men's eyes 
Will waatfl him by degrees. 

Duehtii. In what timr, prithee ! 

ll'r-a'.'. Perhaps in a nionn'a progresii. 

Mi-idUlo«.'$ IfitrA. edit, 177Sl'. '""■ 

None of the ofliccs in the Witches ruliric hud higher claBsiciil warmnt 
tliiui this method, a favourite one, it appenrs, of Mother Dewdike, btit in 
whiuh Anne Redfem hud the greatest skill of any of these Pendle witches. 
of Tictimising hy moulding and aftcnvards pricking or burning figures of 
clay representing the individual whose life waa aimed at. Horace, Lib. i. 
Sat. 8, mentiims both waxen Find woollen images — 



Lanea et efOgieft erst altera e< 



),&r. 



And it appears from Tacitus, that the death of Gennanicus was supposed 
to have been sought by similar practices. By such a Simulachrum, or 
image, the person was supposed to bo devoted to the infernal deities. 
According to the Platonists, the effect produced arose from the operation of 
the avmpathy and nynergy of the Spiritus Mundantis, (which Plolmus rolls 
t iiiyaf 71(17x0, the grand magician,) SHch as they resolve the effect of tin* 
weaponsalvc and other magnetic cures into. The following is the Nolo in 
Brand on this part of witchcraft: — 

King JamcB,in his " Dirmonology," book i)., chap. A,t«lU ui, that^the U«rii 
tetcheth how to make jiirtureii of wax or clay, that, liy roaating thereof, th« peraons 



dried %.mj by » 

Idyll, ii., 22 ; Hudib™, 
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that they bear the nftma of nuy be rontiniiatly melted o 
lickneu." 

See Serriui on the 8th Eclogue of Vii^l ; Tbeoeritoi 
ptrt II., onto ii., I. 351. 

Ovid Mvs : 

" DeroTel >bMiiteii, timulachnque eem Bgil 
Et nuaerum traun io jecui urgel uus." 

HwBid. Ep. ri.,1. 91, 

See abo " Gnftoa's Chronicle," p. Sf*?, "here it ia laid to the charge (among 
other*) of Roger Bolinbn>ak, a cunning necromancer, and Margery Jordane, the 
cunning Witoh of Eye, that they, at the requeit of Eleanor, Duchess of Gloucester, 
bad detised an image of wax, representing the king, (Henry the Sixth,) which by 
their sorcery a little and ■ little coDsumed ; intonding thereby in conclnsiDu to 
waste and deitroy the king's person. Shakepcare mentions thla, Henry VI., F. 11, 
act i., BC. 4. 

It appears, from Strype'a "Annals of the Reformation,", vol. i^ p. 8, under anno 
1A5S, that Bishop Jewel, preaching before the queen, said, " It may pleaie your 
grace to understand that witches and sorcerers within these few last years are mar- 
Tellously increased within jour grace's realm. Your grace's subjects pine away, 
eien unto the death ; their colour fiideth, their Qc^h rotteth, their speech is be- 
numbed, their senses are bereft. I pray God they nevar practise /nrtAsr than upon 
tht luhjtct." " This," Strjyw adds, " I make no doubt was the oceaaifin of bringing 
in a bill, the next parliament, for making enchantments and witchcraft felony." 
One of the bishop's strong expressions is, " Thfit tyiahavi Men most evident and 
manifest marks of their wickedness." 

It appears from the same work, vol. iv., p. 0, sab anno 1589, that "one Mrs. Dior 
had practised conjuration against the queen, to work some mischief to her majesty : 
for which she was brought into question : and accordingly ber words and doings 
were sent to Popham, the queen's attorney, and Egerton, her solicitor, by Walsign- 
ham, the secretary, and Sir Thomas Ileneage, her vice- chamberlain, for their judg- 
ment, whose opinion was that Mrs. Dicr was not within the compass of the statute 
touching witchcraft, for that she did do act, and spake certaiu lewd speeches tend- 
ing to that purpose, hut ueithar sot figure nor mode pictures." Ihid., vol. ii., p. 
S46, sub anno 1678, Strjpe says ; "Whether it were the effect of magic, or pro. 
ceeded from some natural cause, but the queen was in some part of this year under 
excessive anguish by pairu of hir Uflh, insomnrh thnt she took no rest for divers 
nights, and eadnred very great torment night and day." 

Andrews, in his "Continuation of Henry's History of Great Britain," 4to, p. 93, 
tell» us, speaking of Ferdinand, Earl of Derby, who in the reign of Queen Eliiabetb 
died by poison, " The credulity of the age attributed his death to witchcraft. The 
disease was odd, and operated as a perpetual emetic ; and a leaxaH imaffi,with Hair 
lite llial of tht unforluimlt tarl, fbunil in bis chamber, reduced every suspicion to 
eertainty." 
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" Tlie wifi! of MKTxIial d'Anrre w«» sppreliOTided, impriaooed, ond Ijeheided for a 
wiluli, upuii a aunnias tlist ilie had inrhantsd the quceii to dute upon her hiubaiid ; 
and Ibejr ga; the young hing'n picture wu found in her cloaet, in virgin wax, with 
one leg melted awnj. When a!l[od bj her judgea what gpelli she had made uae of 
to gain BD powerful an uccndanry over the queen, ihe replied, ' that aaceadanrj 
only which strong luinds oTBr gain over weak ones.'" Seward's "Anecdotea of 
sumo Distingaiahed Persona," Ac. vol. iil., p. 21S, 

Blagrare, in hia " Astrological Practice of Phyaiclt," p. 89, observes that " the way 
which the witcheg usually tabs for to afflict man or heaat in thia kind is, as I con- 
ceive, done by image or model, made in the likencBS of that man or beast they in- 
tend to woric miarhief upon, and by the subtlety of tlie devil made at such hours 
and times when it ahall work most powerfuUy upou them, by thorn, pin, or needle, 
pnclied into that limb or member of the body afflicted." 

'I'hia is farther illustrated by a paeeage in one of Daniel'a Sonneti : 



■■ The 1 
Andac 



p inchanter 



.0 wuik hit will 
spoken Wight, 
. aright 



e forspok 



The poore unwitting w 

And prickes the image, framed by niagick's akill. 

Whereby lo vei the partie day and night." 

Sun. 10 ; Jront Poemt and SoHnett antu-itd I" " .iilivp/iil 
and SlcOa.- 41o, 1691. 
Again, in " Diaria, or the Excellent Concoitful Sonnets of II. C," (Ucnry 
i'oustable,) 1594 : 

" Witebci, which wme murther do inltnd, 
Doe uiake a picture, and doe ahoote at it ; 
And In that part where Ibey the picture hit, 
The parties aelf doth languish to hia end." 

Decad. 11., Son. ii. 

Cotes, iu his "Art of Simpling," &c., p. 66, aaja that witches "take likenriae the 
roots of mandrake, according to aomc, or, aa I rather suppose, the rooU of briang, 
which simple folke take for the true mandrake, and make thereof an ugly image, by 
which they repreaent the person on whom they intend to exercise their witchcraft." 
lie tolla us, ifrtd, p. 26, " Some plants have roots with a numhor of threada, like 
bearda, as mandrakes, whereof witches and impostors make an ugly image, giving it 
the form of the face at the top of the root, and leave those strings to make a broad 
beard down to the feet." — BrantTt AnliquitUi, vol. iii. p. 9. 

Beo Johnson hoe not forgotten thU superstition in his le&nied and raocifiil 
Matgue of Queeni, in which so much of the lore of witchcraft is embodied. 
There are few finer things in English poetry than his 3rd C'linnn : — 

The owl is abroad, the hat, and the toad. 
And Ml is the cat-a-mountsin, 

nn 2 
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Tho tint Bud the mole eit ImCli in a hale. 

And the frog' peepa out o' the fountain; 
Tbe dugs the J do bay, and the timbrels |>tnv. 

The tpindic is now a turning; 
'I'ho moon it is red, and the starE ire fled. 

But ill tliBskyia a burning: 
Tbe ditch ia made, uid uur tmils the spado. 

With jiicturm fiM, of mix and o/teool; 
Their liv»r> I iiliek, with netdUt quick ; 

There lacks but the bluod, to make up the fliwd. 

Quickly, dame, thun bring your part in, 

Spur, spur upon little Martin, 

Merrily, merrily, make bjm Bail, 

A worm in hi« mouth, and a thorn in liia tail. 

Fire abuve, and fire below. 

With a whip in your bund, to mitke him gu. 

Btn JuhaKuii't Il'or**, *i|/(;i^o)-ri, vol. i-ii.p. 121, 

Mertc Cosauboa, who is olwuya on aniuBiiig writer, and wliosc works, 
not with Rtitnding his appetite for the woadcrfii), do not merit the total 
obliTioii into which they have fiiljeti, is very angry with Jerome Cardan, an 
author not generally given to scepticiBm, for the hesitation lie displays on 
tho subject of these waxen iniages : — 

1 know lomo who question not the power of devild or witchee ; yet in tbis parti- 
cular are not aatisSed how such a thing can be. Fur there is no relation or sym- 
pathy in nature, (saith one, who hath written not many years ago,) between k man 
and hie effigiee,that upon the pricking of tbe one the other shnuld grow sick. It \» 
upon onathcr occasion that be spoake it ; but liis exception reocheth this example 
equally. A wonder to me he should so ai^e, who in many things hath very well 
confated tbe incredulity of others, though iu some things too credulous himself. If 
we most believe nothing but what we eau reduce tu natural, or, to apoab more pro- 
perly, (fur I myself believe the devil doth very little, but by nature, though to ua 
unknown,) manifoat causes, he doth overthrow his own grounds, and leaves us but 
very little of mngiral operations to beheve. But of all men, Cardan had least rea- 
son tn except against this kind of magick a« ridiculous or incredible, who himseif is 
so full of incredible stories in that kind, upon hie own credit alone, that they had 
need to be of very eosie belief that believe him, especially when they know (whereof 
more afterwards) what manner of man he was. But I dare say, that from Plato'l 
time, who, among other appurtenances of magic, doth mention these, iciipira 
^i^ui/iara that is, as Ovid doth call tbem, Simnlathra ctrta, or as Hormce, rt 
inioyi«e»,(who also in another place more particnlarly describes them,)tliero is not 
any particular rite belonging to that art more fully attested by histories of all agea 





thui this is. IhtnidcK, who doth nut kuaw that it is the (leTira raahioD (we ahull 
meet with it afterwarde again) to amuao hin BBirantB and Taesals with nianj rites 
and toremonieB, which hare certainly no ground in natare, no relation or ajrapathy 
to the thing, a* for other reaaoD«, so to make them helioTe, they bare a great hand 
in the production of such and auch effects ; when, God knows, man; timea all that 
they do, though taught and instructed bj him, ia nothing at all to the parpose, and 
he, in very deed, ia the only agent, by meana which ho doth give them no ac^count 
of. Bodinua.in his preface to his" DEemonology/'relateth, that three waxen images, 
whereof one of Queen Elizabeth'a, of glorious memory, and two other, Retjina 
j'toximoram, of two courtiers, of greatest authority under the queen, were found 
in the house of a priest »l Islington, a magician, or so reputed, to tako away their 
Uvea, Thia he doth repeat again in hia second book, chap. 8, but more particularly 
tliat it waa in the year of the Lord I57S, and that Legatus Anglite and many French- 
lueii did divulge it ao ; but witlial, in both plaeea he doth add, that the huainesa 
wan then under trial, and not yet perfectly known. I do not trust my memory : 1 
know my age and my infirmities. Cambden, I am sure, I bave read ; and road 
again ; but neither in him, nor in Bishop Carleton's " Thankful Ilemembrancer," 
do ! remember any such thing. Other* may, perchance. Yet, in the year lliTb', [ 
read in both of aomo pictures, representing some that would have Idll'd that glorioua 
queen with a motto, Quarram kae, alio propcrantiinu ! which pictures were made 
by aome of the conapiracy for thoir incountgement ; but intercepted, and showed, 
they say, to the queen. Did the time agree, it ia possible these pictures might be 
the ground of those mistaken, if mistaken, waxen images, which t desire to be 
taught by others who can gire a better account. — (Jaiaahon't fM.J Trtatiti, prov- 
ing BpiriU, WUchei, and SajmiiaUral OpiTaliora, 1672. 12mo., p. 'J2. 

In Scotland this practice wus in high favour with witclies, both in anclont 
and modem timcH. The lamentable story of poor King Dulf, oe related by 
Hector Bocthius, a story which hoe bknchcd the check and spoiled the 
rest of many a youthful reader, is too well known to need extracting. 
Even so lote as 1670, Sir George Maxwell, of Pollock, (See Scott's /.ellert 
on Demonoioffj/ and Witchcraft, p. 323,) apparently a man of melEUicholy 
and valetudinarian habits, believed himself bewitched to death by six 
tt'itches, one man and Bve women, who were leagued fur the purpose of 
tormenting a clay image in ]iis likeness. Five of the acciiHcd were 
executed, and the tiixth only escaped on account of extreme youth. 

Isabel Gowdio, the famous Scotch witch before referred to, in her con- 
fesfflons gives a very particular account of tbe mode in which these images 
were manufactured. It is curious, and worth quoting : — 

JahH» Taglvr and Jan^l Brindhtad, his wyfT, in Bellnakeith, Brtrii WiUotin, in 
Auldemc, and Margrat WUtone, spows to Donntd Callam in Auldeme, tad I, 
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nuid an pictur of clay, to distroj Ihe Lairii of Pariii tneall' tliildreu. Johne 
TaylDr browght horn the clay, in hia plaid nowk f Uis wyft' brak it vcrie small, lyk 
mcall,' and sifted it with a siew,' and powred in vator tmong it, in tht DiciUia 
nam, and vrought it werie Boro, ]jk ryo-bowt * and maid of it a pictur of tht Lairdia 
Bonea. It hoid all the pairtia and merku uf a child, inch as heid, eyes, nose, baadis, 
foot, mowth, and little lippes. It vuited no mark of a child ; and the bandis of it 
folded duim bv ita eydeg. It vaa Ijk a pow,° or a flaia ^lyce.T We lud the face of 
it to the fjTe, till it Btrakned ;" and a cleir f jre round abowt it, tiU it ves read Ijlr a 
cole." After that, we wuld roat it now and then ; each other day'" ther wold be an 
piece of it weiH rosten. Tht Laird of ParkU beall maill children by it ar to 
suffer, if it be not gotten nod brokin, als Weill as tbes that ar home and dead 
alrcadie. It Tea still putt in and taken out of the fyre, in tht DiptUii tittme. It 
wei hung wp wpoQ an knag. It is yet in JoHh* Taglor'i liows, and it hes a cndlo 
of clay Bbuwt it. Onlio Johiti Tat/lor and his wyff, Janit Braadhtad, Btiiii and 
SfarffTit WiUontt in Aulderne, and Margret Brodie, thair, and 1, were onlie at 
the making of it. All the multitud of our number of WiTCues, of all the Cobvkn^ 
kent" all of it, at owr nixt meitting after it was maid. 

llie wordis which we apak, quhan we maid the pictur, for diatroyeing of (A* 
Laird of Parliit meall-children, wer thus: 

For long dunning and ill hcitll; 

Wc putt it into the fyre, 

That it mej be brunt both atik aud stowrc. 

Ii ulbe bruni, with owr nil], 

As any itikle'J wpun a kill.' 

The DiVELL taught ws the wordis ; and quhan ve haid learned them, wo all fell 
downo npon owr bare knejia, and owr hair abowt owr eyes, and owr haadi< UAed 
wp, looking Bteadfast wpon tub Divell, still saying the wordis thryse ower, till !t 
wes maid. And then, in tre Dh'ellis nam, we did put it in, in the midst of the 
fyre. Efter it had skrukned" a little before the fyre, and quhan it Tea read lyk a 
coale, we took it owt in the Divelus nam. Tilt it be broken, it will be the deaths 
of all tbo nioall children that iJu Laird of Park will ewer got. Ciul it ower %a 
Kirk, it will not brak qiihitl" it be broken with an oix, or eom sucb lyk thing, be a 
man's liandia. If it be not broken, it will last an bundretli yeir. It lies ane cradJo 
about it of cUy, to prsserue it from skuth ;'^ and it wea roateu each vther day, at the 

■ Male. 1 1n Ibe nook, or coiner, of bii plaid. ' Pounded, or powdered it, like 

mral. • To make the plaster fine, and free from earthy particles. * Probably a 

sort of Btir-iboul.or hasty-pudding, made of ryc-fluur. ■> In nnolbcr deposition It i* 

thus expressed, ' lyk apoic orfeadge.' A Jeadge was a sort of icofk, or roll, of a pretty 
large siie. Perhaps this term signifies, as large aa the quantity of dough or paste necea- 
sary for making tills Und or bread. T A tiyei sucking pig, after being scalded and 

scraped. " Shrivelled with the beat. • Red like a cool, >« Each altemaU 

day. '1 Knew. '> It is written ineall in tbe other Confession ; and the metre 

(such u it is) requires this liberty. .Uou-'i' signifies ' cnrlh' or ' dual.' i' Stubble. 

» Parched-, ahriTelled. " Until, " Uami ; injury. 



«ith» 
bjws. 



1 tjmeB on poirt of it, aom tymnt aa vther psirt of it ; it void be ■ litle w&t 
Mr, and then roiten. Tlie baim void be brunt uid roeten, ewin aa it vet 
- Pitcairnt't Criminal Trialt, Vol. iii. pp. 605 and 012. 



B 4 ft. "Andiat/d that she vkouSd haue gotdd, tilaer, c 
her will.'] TLese familiars, to use Warburton's cxprcssi 
with the laTishness of a young courtier, and performed ' 
of an old one. Nothing seems to puzalo Dr. Dee m( 



id worldly teeakk at 
n, always promised 
ith the indifference 
re, in the long and 
confidential intercourse he carried on so many years with his spirits, than to 
account for the great scarcity of specie they aeemed to be afflicted with, and 
the unsatiafactory and unfurnished state of their exchequer. Billa, to be 
sure, they gave at long dntea ; but these constantly required renewing, and 
were never honoured at last. Any application for present relief, in good 
current coin of the realm, was invariably followed by what Meric Casauhon 
very significantly calls "Berraonlike stuff." The learned professor in witchery, 
John Steame, seems to lix six shillings as the maximum of money payment 
at one time which in all his experience he hod detected between witches 
and their familiars. He was examining Joan Ruccalver, of Powstead, in 
Suffolk, who had heen promised by her spirit that she should never want 
meat, drink, clothes, or money. " Then I aaked her whether they brought 
her any money or noi and she said sometimes four shillings at a time, and 
sometimes six shillings at a time ; but that is but seldom, for I never knetB 
any that had any money before, except of Clarke's wife, of Manningtrec, who 
confessed the same, and showed some, which, she said, her impe brought 
her, which was proper money.' Confirmation, page 27. Judging from the 
anxiety which this worthy displays to be " satisfied and paid with reason" 
for his itinerant labours, such a scantj' and penurious supply would soon 
have disgusted him, if he had been wiU;h, instead of witch-finder. 

B < ft. '■'■She had ttevitf/ied to death Richard Athton, aonne of Richard 
A»hton, ofDowneham, Miquire."] Richard Assheton, (aa tlie name is more 
properly spelled,) thus done to death by witchcraft, was the son of Richard 
Assheton, of Downham, an old manor house, the scite of which is now 
supplied by a modern slructure, which Pr. Whitaker thinks, in point of 
situation, has no equal in the parish of Wholley. Richard, the son, married 
Jsabel, daughter and heiress of Mr. Hancock, of Pendleton Hall, and died 
without offspring. Tlie family estate accordingly descended to the younger 
brother, Nicholas Assheton, whose diary for part of the year 1617 and part 
of the yeftr following is given, page 303 of Whitaker's Hittory of WhaUty, 
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edition 1818, and is a most valuable record of the liabits, pursuits, and 
course of life of a Lancashire country gentleman of that period. It well 
deserves detaching in a separate publication, and illustrating with a more 
expanded commentary. 

C b, " Piggin fuU**'\ Piggin is properly a sort of bowl, or pail, with 
one of the staves much longer than the rest, made for a handle, to lade 
water by, and used especially in brewhouses to measure out the liquor 
with. 

C 2 a. ^^ Nicholas Banter."] Dr. Whitaker, in the pedigree of the 
Banisters, of Altham, (genealogy was, it is well known, one of the vulner- 
able parts of this Achilles of topography,) erroneously states this Nicholas 
Banister to have been buried at Altham, December 7, 1611. It appears, 
however, from a deed, an inspection of which I owe to the kindness of my 
friend. Dr. Fleming, that his will was dated the 15th August, 1612. In all 
I probability he did not die for some years after that date. He married, first, 

Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Richard Elston, of Brockall, Esq. ; and, 
second, Catherine, daughter of Edmund Ashton, of Chaderton, Esq. The 
manor house of Altham, for more than five centuries the residence of this 
ancient family, stands, to use Dr. Whitaker s words, upon a gentle elevation 
on the western side of the river Calder, commanding a low and fertile 
domain. It has been surrounded, according to the prudence or jealousy of 
the feudal times, with a very deep quadrangular moat, which must have 
included all the apparatus of the farm. 
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C 3 a. ''At MaUcing Tower ^ in the forrest o/Fendle,"] Malkin Tower 
was the habitation of Mother Demdike, the situation of which is preserved, 
for the structure no longer exists, by local tradition. Malkin is the Scotch 
or north country word for hare, as this animal was one into which witches 
were supposed to be fond of transforming themselves. Malkin Tower is, 
in fact, the Witches' Tower. The term is used in the following passage in 
Morison's Poems^ p. 7, which bears upon the above explanation : — 

^ Or tell the pranks o* winter's nights, 
How Satan blazes uncouth lights ; 
Or how he does a core convene 
Upon a witch-frequented green, 
Wi' spells and cauntrips hellish rantin', 
Like mawkins thro* the fields they're janting.'* 



ir«au 



C i i>. " Wc rcanl dd Detmiike, vho liyed in the cattle befort 



her tryaU."] Worn out r 
been committed in April, i 
and after her c 
her, we may rcndiiv e 
gone wbcrc the wiclced c 
With the eicoption of Alice 



t probably with her imprisonment, she 
uid the cnielties she had undergone, both before 

Master Nowell and Master Potts both wanted 
\ to lill up the miserable pageant ; but she was 

; from troubling, Bnd the weary are at resL 
e Nutter, in whom interest is excited from very 
different grounds. Mother Dcmdike attracts attention in a liigher degree 
than any other of these Pendle nitehes. She n-as, beyond dispute, the 
Erictho of Pendle. Mother Chattos was but second in rank. There is 
something fearfully intense in the espression of the former, — blind, on the 
lost ver^ of the extreme hmit of human existence, and mother of a lino 
of witches, — " that she would pray for the stud Baldwin, both still and 
loud." She is introduced in Sliadwell's play, the Laneathire Witehes, 1682, 
asapertona dramatii, along with Mother Dickinson and Mother Hargrave, 
two of the witches convicted in 1633, but without any regard to the charac' 
teristic circumstances under which she appears in the present narnitiTe. 
The following invocation, which is put into her mouth, is rather a favourable 
specimen of that play, certainly not one of the worst of ShadwcH's, in which 
there are many vigorous strokes, with an alloy of coarseness not unusual in 
bis works, and some powerful conceptions of character ; 

Come, sisters, come, wliy do jou stay I 
Oar busineta will not brook dolaj ; 
The owl ia flown from the hallow oak, 
From lakes and bo^ the toxij do croak ; 
The foxes barb, the spreecb-owl screams, 
WoIvoB howl, bats fly, and the faint beama 
Ofglow-womu light grows bright a-pacc ; 
The itarj ore fled, the moon hides her face. 
The spindle now is turning round. 
Mandrakes arc gioaning under ground : 
I 'til' hole i'th' ditch [our nails liave made) 
Now all our imagea are laid, 
Uf wai and wooll, which we niiut prick, 
With needles urging to the ijuick. 
Into the hole I'lo poure a flood 
Of black lambs bloud, to make ftll good. 
The Iamb with uuls and teeth wee'l tear. 
Come, Where's the saeriflee '. appear. 
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Oyntmeiit for Bying here 1 h*fe, 

or childrona fat, atoln from th« gnra : 

The juice of amollitge, and nisht-ihade. 

Of poplar leaves, and ncnnito, mnde 

With tbcae. 

The aromatic reed 1 boj\. 

With water-pannip and cinquefoil ; 

With gtore of aoot, and add to that 

The roeliing blood of moiny a bat. 

LancoKhira Witchts, pp. 10, 41. 

One of the peculiarities uf Siiadwcll's |)lay is the introduction of the] 
Lan(»eliire dialect, which he makes his clown Clod spealc. The Bubjoined 
extract may perhaps amum my readers. Collier would have enjoyed it : 

Clod. An yoow been a raon AyVt talk *y yo n hit, yeow mun tacit a rare o yooP 
■elli, the plec9 haunted with BuggartB, and Witches, one of "oin took my Candle and 
Lanthom out of my hont, and flew along wy it ; and another Set me o top o'th 
tree, where I fed dawn now, Ay ha well neegh hrockoa my thoegh. 

Donbt. The fellowi road, I neither underhand hb words, nor hiu Bence, preth«» 
how far is it to Whalley I 

Clod. Why yeow are quite bcaaid th' road mon, yeow Shouldon a gon dawn th* 
bonk hy Thomiu a (reorgm, and then ce'n at yate, and tum'd dawn th' Lone, kbA , 
left the Stcepo o'th reeght hont. 

BtU. Prithee don't tall lu what we should hare done, hut how br it 
Whalley ) 

CW. Why marry four mail and a hit. 

Doubt. Wse'l givo thee an Angel and ahow ua the way thither. 

Clod. Marry thats Whoinl. 1 canno aee my hont, haw con Ay show yoow to 
Whalley to neeght. 

Bill, Canst thuu ahow ub to any houae where we may hare Shelter and Lodging 
to night I we are Gentlemen and atrangera, and will pay you well for't. 

Clod. Ay byr Lady con 1, th' boat ludging and diet too in aw Lnnouhira. 
Yonder at th' hough where yeow seen th" loeghts there. 

liovbt. Whose house is that '. 

Clod. Why what a pox, where ban yeow lived t why yeow are Strongera indeed I 
why, 'tis Sir Ytdard HarfouTls, he Keeps oppen hawse to all Gentry, yeou'at bo 
welcome to him by day and hy neeght he's Lord of aw hers sbauta.. 

Bell. Kfy Miatreeaes Father, Luck if it be thy will, have at my laaMla, Canst 
thou guide ub thither ? 

Clod. Ay, Ay, there's a pawcr of Company there naw. Sir Jeffiry Shaklihead, 
and the Knight bis Son, and Doughter. 

Doubt. Lucky above mj wishes, my dear Theodotia, bow mj lioart leaps al 
her ! prethee guide us thither, wee'l pay thee well. 

Clod. Come on, I am e'n breed aut o my seueos, I was ne'er so frceghtcned ain 
I woa bom, give rao your hont. Laiirinkirr Wilrhfi, p. 14. 



Whittle, aiitu ChaRox."] ChatM)t,'from her continually 



D b. " 

ch uttering. 

D 2 a. " Hei' lippes euer chattering and wrt/iinj."]] Walking, i. «., 
working. OW CbftttoK might have sat to Archbishop Hftranetlfor her 
p6rtrnit. What con exceed the force and graphic trutb, the searching wit 
and Barcasm, of the picture he sketches in 1605 ? 

Out of these ji sliapod vs Che true Idaa of a WEtoh, an old vnither-beaten 
Croano, hailing her cliinne, & her kneee meoting for age, walking like a bow iMuing 
on a shaft, lioltow eyed, vntoothed, furrowed on her face, hailing her lips trembling 
with the pnleie, going mumbling in the streetcB, one that hath forgottP her pattr 
notttr, and bath jet a shrewd tongue in her head, to call a drab, a drab. If shee 
baue Icarued of an olde wife in a vhinuiiea end : Pax, max, fax, for a spel ; or nan 
lay Sir Inhn of Grantamt curse, for the Millen Ealea, that woro itolne : All jou 
that hauo atolna the Millcra Eelei, Laudatt domintim dt ertlU ,- And all thej that 
baue consented thereto, bintdiatmat domino : Wb; then bo, beware, looke about 
you mj neighbourB ; if an/ of jou haue a sbeepe aicke of the giddiea, or an hogge 
of tbe mumpa, or an horae of the ataggera, or a knauish boj of the acboole, or an 
idle girle of tbe wheete, or a young drab of tbe sullena, and hath not fat enough for 
ber porredge, nor ber father, and mother, butter enough for thoir bread ; and she 
haue a little helpe of the Mother, Epileptu, or Cramfi, to teach her role her eyes, 
wrie her mouth, gnaah her teeth, startle with ber body, holde hor armes and handa 
■tiffe, make anticku faces, grinc, moir, and mop like an Ape, tumble like a lledge- 
hoggo, and can mutter out two or throe words of gibridg, m o5u«, bobiia : and then 
with-all old mother Niihi hatb colled her by ehaunce, idle young [biuwife, or bid 
the deuill scratch her, then no doubt but mother Nohi is the Witeb : the young 
girle is Owlo-blasted, and poBBossod : and it goes hard but ye aball haue aome idle 
adie, giddio, lymphaticall, illumiiuito dotrcl, who being oat of credits, learning, 
sobriety, bonost/, and wit, will take this holy aduantage, to raieo tbe rainea of his 
desperate decayed name, and for bia better glory wll be-pray the iugling drab, and 
cast out Mopp the deuil. 

Tbey that baue their brunes baited, and their fancies distomporGd with tbe 
imaginations, and apprehensions of Witches, Coniurcrs, and I'ayries, and all that 
Lymphatical Chiiamra : I finds to be marahallod in one of these fiue rankes, chil- 
dren, foolea, women, eowarda, nick, or blacke, molancbolicke, discomposed wits. 
Tbe Scythiani being a warlike Nation (»a Pinlarch reports) neuer eaw an? visions. 
— HarmeCt Declaration, p. 13S. 



D 2 a. " From thete two tprung all the re»t in order."] The descent 
from these two rival nitch stocks, between which a deadly feud and 
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animooiT preT«iIed. mhich led to the destnictioQ of bock 
m& follows : 



is shen'o 




Hwwctfbe. Botk ai ted 
frp«tcd 1^1* 
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JtmmeL, »««■» old 
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D 3 «. '^ CammmuMded ikU eiamimaU to caHkim bf tke mamte a^Fantie^'^ 
Tlie fittest name for a fimiiliar she could poaablj hsTe diosen. Sir Wmlter 
Scott (Z/Ofrr cm Dem&mJcow. p. 242) mubccoontablj spemks of Fanoe 
as a female deriL Master Potts would have told him, (see M 2 6.) ^ that 
Fancie had a Terr good &ce, and was a rerr proper man." 



li 



D 3 6. ^ ne wi/e of BkAard Baldmrim^ ^' Ftmd&er\ Richard Ba]d> 
win was the miller wito accosted Old I>embdike so mkceremonioiislT. 

D3^. ^Boltert jr«tter.*] The fiunilj of the Nattefs, of Fondle, 
bore a great share in the pioceedings referred to in this trial. It seems to 
hare been a familT of note amonjst the inferior eentrr or Teomanrr of the 
fnest. A Natter held courts for manr Tears about this period, as deputr 
steward at Clitheroe. (See Whitaker's WhaUe^r p. 307.) Three of the 
are slated in the eridence to hare been killed bj witchcraft^ Christo- 

V Nutter, Robert Nutter, and Anne, the daughter of Anthony Nutter ; 



uid one of the unfortuuate jicreone convicted ia Alice Nuttor. 
to which Robert belonged is shewn in the follotving table : 

Robert Nutter, the elder, - EliMbeth. whoiarepntoil 



Klfu. >D<I Jane Bontbioiui 
» bewitch la death joanti 

relatlaiu might ioherit. 



Robert, of Qreenbeid, In Pendle. — Mary, 



Margaret - Crovke. 



D ia. " One Mr. BaidieyH (the iate Schoole-maitter at Coulne) did by 
his learning., »lay the sai/d Loome»haif» vi/e, and therefore had a Capon 
from Kedfeame."] I regret that I can give no account of this learned 
Thchan, who appears tu havo stnjed the plogiie, aud who taught at the 
Bcbool at which Archbishop Tilloteon was afterwards educated. He well 
deserved his capon. Had he continued at Colne up to tlic timo of this trial, 
he might perhaps, on the same easy terms, have kept the powers of dark- 
ness in check, and prevented some imputed crimes which cost ten anfor- 
tuiiates their livea. 



E b. ^' lames J?iiAiRwn."] Bninca, in his HUtwg of Laneiuhire, vol. i. 
p. 60S, speaks of Edmund Robinson, the father of the hoy on whoso 
evidence the witches were convicted in 1S33, as if lie had been a witness at 
the present trial ; which is probably a mistake for this James Rubinsou, aa 
no Edmund Robinson appears amongst the witnessses whose depositions 



E 6. "Anne Whillle alias Cliattox vat hired l,y tim 
wife to card wooli."] She seems to have been by occupation a carder of 
wool, and to have filled up the intervals, when she had no employment, by 
mendicancy. 



E 2 a. "^iV Rithard Skullieteorth"] 
worths of Gtawthorp, " where they reside 



Of the family of the Shuttlc- 
l ' Whitttker observes, *' in the 
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condition of inferior gentry till the lucrotivo profession of the law nuaeJ 
them, in the reign of Elizabeth, to the rank of knighthood and an estate 
proportioned to its demands." Sir Ricliord was Sorgeant-at-law, and Chief 
Justice of Chester, 3l8t Elizabeth, and died without Issue about 1600. 



B3 6. 



A Gharmt."] Evidently ii 
any attempt at elucidation. 






B to bid d 



E 3 a. "■ Perceiuing Anihonie JfvBer of Pendle to fauour ElixaielA 
SotJtemes aliag DemMike."] Tlie Sothemca and Daviess and the Whittles 
and Rcdfemes were the Montagus and Ca;)uleta of Pendle. The poor 
cottager whose drink was forsepokcn or bewitched, or whose cow went mad, 
and who in liis attempt to propitiate one of the rival powers offended the 
other, would naturally exclaim from the innenuost recesses of his heart, 
" A plague on both your houses." 

E 3 a. " Gaping a* though he tpouid haue «earied fhU Eiaminate."^ 
Wearied for worried. 



E 3 t. '■ Examiniitiott of lames Device."^ This ia a very curious 
examination. The production of the four teeth and figure of clav dug up 
at the west-end of Malkin Tower would look like a " damning witness" lo 
the two horror-struck justices and the assembled concourse at Read, who 
did not perhaps consider how easily such evidences may be furaished, and 
how readily they who hide may lind. The incident deposed to at the 
burial at the New Church in Pendle is a wild and striking one. 

E 4 a. " About deuen yearea agoe, thit Ezaminate and her mother had 
their frehouge broken."] The inference intended ia, that Whittle's family 
committed the robbery from Old Demdike's house. Ttiis was, in all pro- 
bability, the origin of their feuds. The abstraction of the eoii' and band, 
tempting articles to the young daughter of Old Chattox, not destitute, if we 
may judge from one occurrence deposed to, of personal attractions, may he 
said to have convulsed Loncaslure from the Levcn to the Mersey, — to have 
caused a sensation, the shock of which, after more than two centuries, lias 
scarcely yet subsided, and to have actually given a new name to tlie 



E * ft. " One Aghen-dok of meale."~^ Tlus Aghen-dole, a word still, 
I believe, in use for a particuiar measure of any article, wna, I presume, d 
kind of witches' black mail. My friend, the Rev, Canon Porkinson, 
ioforniB me that Agheu~dole, sometimes pronounced Acken-dole, signifies 
on half-measure of anything, from half-hand- dole. Mr. Halliwell lias 
omitted it in liis Glossary, now in prepress- 



E 4 i. " lohn Moore of Hiffham, Oenlleman."\ Sir Jonas Moore, 

of wboTO on account is contained in Wtitaker's WhaUey, p. 479, and whom 
he characterizes as a sanguine projector, was born in Pctidle Forest, and 
was probably of this family. 



E 4 d. "She vould meet wilh Ihe eaid lohn Moo: 
She would be equal with bim. 



, Of his."] 
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F a. " With weeping Uares she humUii acknowUdged them to be true''\ 
She seenia to have confessed in the hope of saving her daughter, Anne 
Bedfem. But Irom such a judge as Sir Edward Bromley, mercy was as 
little to be expected as common sense from his " faithful chronicler," 
Thomas Potls. 

F 2 i. " Sparing no man Kith /earefuU exeerahle eurtet and banning."] 
Nothing seems to shock the nerves of these witch historiographers so much 
as the utter want of decorum and propriety exhibited by these unhappy 
creatures in giving vent to these indignant outbreaks, which a sense of the 
wicked injustice of their fate, and seeing their own offspring brought up in 
evidence against them, through the most detestable acts, and by the basest 
subornation, would naturally extort from minds even of iron mould. If 
ever Lear's or Timon's power of malediction could be justifiably called into 
exercise, it would be against such a tribuuul and such witnesses as they ha^l 
generally to encoimter. 

F 4 ffl, " That at the third time Iter Spirit."] Something seems to be 
wanting here, as she does not state what occurred at the two previous inter- 
views. The learned judge may have exercised a sound discretion in this 
omission, as the particulars might be of a nature unlit for publication. The 



h. 



present tract ia, uniloubtcdly, remarltaljly free from those disgusting dctoilo 
of which similar reports arc generally full to overflowing. 

F 4 i. " The said lennet Deuiee, beint/ a yong Maide, about the age of 
nine yeares.'] This child must have heen admirably trained, {some Master 
ThoniBoii might have boen near at hand to instruct her,) or must have had 
great natural capocity for deception. She made an excellent witness on 
this occasion. What beeume of her after the wholesale extinction of her 
family, to which she was so mainly instrumental, is not now knonn. In 
all hkehhood she dragged on a miserable eKistenee, a forloni outcast, 
pointed at by the hand of acorn, or avoided with looks of horror in the 
wilda of PendJc. As if some retributive punishment awaited her, she is 
reported to have been the Jennet Davies who was condemned in 1 G33, on 
the evidence of Edmund EobinBon the younger, with Mother Dickenson 
and others, but not executed. Her confession, if she made one at the 
second trial, might not linve been unsimilar to tliat of Alexander Sussums, 
of Melford in Suffolk, who, Heome tells us, confessed '■'■ that he liad things 
wliicli did draw those marks I found upon him, but said he eonld not help 
it, for that all bis kinred were naught. Then I asked liim how it was pos- 
sible they could suck without his consent. He said he did consent to 
that. Then I asked him again why ho should do it when as God was so 
merciful townrda him, ns I then told him of, being a man whom I had been 
formerly acquainted withol, as having lived in town. He answered again, 
he could not help it, for that all his generation was naught ; nnd so told me 
hi* mother and aunt were hanged, hig grandmother burnt for vUchcraft, 
and ten others of them questioned and hanged. This man is yet living, 
notwithstanding he confessed tlic sacking of sitch things above nxtMn 
years together." — Confirmation, p. 36. 



G3o. 



e Criiuek»hey."'\ Anne Cronkshaw. 



G 3 6. " Vpon Good Fridag last there was ahout txvntie persons."] This 
meeting, if not a witches' Sabbath, was a close approximation to one. On 
the subject of the Sabbath, or periodical meeting of witches;, De Lancre is 
the leading authority. He who is curious cannot do better than consult 
this great hicrophaut, (his work is entitled Tableau dc I'lnconstance des 
mauvaiB Anges et Demons. Paris, 1613, 4to.) whose knowledge and 
experience well qualified him to have been cnnstilnted the Itinerant Master 






of Ceremonies, an oftitor wlio, lie assures iis, was never wanting o 
nccoaioDS. In tliat eingular book. The History of Monsieur Oufle, ]>. 288, 
(English Translation, 1711, 8vo.) arc collected from various sources all tlie 
ceremoniea and cireumstances attending the holding the Sabbath. It 
appears that non-attendaiice invariably incurred a jienaky, which is com- 
puted upon the average at the eighth part of a crown, or in French currency 
at ten sous — that, though the contrary has been maintained by many 
giare authors, egress and ingress by the chimney (De Lancre had deposi- 
tions without number, he tells us, vUle p. 114, on this important bead.) was 
not a matter of solemn obligation, but was an open question — that no gross 
ever grows upon the place where the Sabbath is kept; which is accounted 
for by tiie circumatanco of its being trodden by so many of those whose 
feet are constitutionally hot, and therefore being burnt up and consequently 
Tery barren — that two devils of note preside on the occasion, the great 
negro, who is called Master Leonard, and a little devil, whom Master 
Leonard sonictimee substitutes in his place as temporary vice- ji resident ; his 
name is Master John Mullin. (Do Lancre, p. 126.) With regard to a very 
important pomt, the bill of fare, great difference of opinion exists : some 
maintaining that every delicacy of the season, to wae the newspaper phrase, 
is provided ; others stoutly asserting that nothing is served up but toads, 
the flesh of hanged criminals, dead carcases fresh buried taken out of 
Churchyards, flesh of uabaptized infants, or beasts which died of them- 
selves — that they never eat with salt, and that their bread is of black 
millet. (De Lancre, pp. 104, 103.) In this diversity of opinion I can only 
suggest, that difference of climate, habit, and fitshion, might possibly have 
its weight, and render a very different larder necessary for the witches of 
Pendle and those of Gascony or Lorrain. The fare of the former on this 
occasion appears to have been of a very substantial and satiafnctury kind, 
"beef, bacon, and roasted mutton:" the old saying so oflen quoted by the 
discontented masters of households applying emphatically in this case : — 

" Glod lends db good meat, but the dovil aenda cooks." 

We find in the present report no mention made of the 

" Dance and pravencal aong " 

which formed one great accompaniment of the orgies of the southern 
witches. Bodin's authority is espress, that each, the oldest not excused, 
was expected to perform a coranto, and great attention was paid to the 
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regularity of tlic steps. We owe to him tlie Jiacovery, wliicli is not re- 
corded in on}- annals of dnncing I have ract with, thnt the lavolta, a dance 
not dissimilar, according to his dcBcriptioH, to the polka of the present day, 
was brought out of Italy into Fronce by the witches at their festive 
meetings. Of the language spoken at these meetings, De Lancre favours u9 
with a specimen, valuable, like the Punic fragment in the Pcenolus, for ita 
being the only one of the kind. In nomine palriea aragueneo petrica 
agora, agora, VaUntia jouanda goure gailt gotutia. As it passes my 
skill, I can only commend it to tlie especial notice of Mr. Borrow against 
his next journey into Spiun. What was spoken at Malkin Tower was, 
doubtless, a dialect not yet obsolete, and which Tummus and Meary would 
have had no difficulty in comprehending. On the subject of these witches* 
Sabbaths, Dr. Ferriar remarks, in his curious and agreeable Euay on 
Popular lUusiona, (see Memoirs of the Manchester Literary and Philoto- 
phieai Society, to!, iii., p. 68,) a sketch which it is nmch to be regretted 
that he did not subsequently expand and revise, and publish in a separate 



Tlic dotcmn meetings uf witches are siippOBod to be put beyond bU Uoubt by tbo 
numerous confesBioiLa of eriDiinaU, wbo hare deicrilied tbcir ceremonieB, nnnied the 
times and places of meeting, taifl the perrons preaent, and who have agreed in their 
relations, tbaugh Bepurately delivered.' But I would observe, first, tbat the dr- 
ramBtanees told of those festirate are ridiRitloiu and incredible in themselTes ; for 
they are represented as gloomy and horrible, jet with a miiture of childish and 
extravagant fancies, more like]}' to disgust and alienate tlian to conciliate the minds 
of the guests. They have every appeaniaco of uneasy dreams ; sometimes the devil 
and his siibjceta tai/ moii, sometimes be fTfocht) to them, mare commonly he wu 
seen in the form of a black goat, surrounded by imps in a thousand frightful shapes ; 
but none of these forma are nirip, they all resemble known quadrupeds or reptiles. 
Secondly, I observe, that there is direct proof furnished even by deraonologiste, 
that oil these supposed joamiea and entertunments are nothing more than dreams. 
Persons aceused of witchcraft have been repeatedly watched, about the time which 
they Uod fixed for the meeting ; thoy have been seen to anoint themBelves with 
soporific compositions, after which they fell into profound sleep, and on awaking, 
several hours afterwards, they have related their joume; through the air, their 
amusement at the festival, and have named tlie pereous whom they saw there. In 

• There is a grave relation, id Delrio, of a wiloh being shot flying, bj a Spanish cen- 
tinel, at the bridge of Nienlet, near Calais, aJter Ibal place was taken by the Spaniards. 
The soldier saw a black cloud advancing rapidly, from which voices issued : when it came 
near, he fired into it; iniincdiateljr a witch dropped. This is undoubted proof of the 
meelingt !— Drsj. Afop., p. 708. 
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tlic instance told by llaftiilBli, tlie dreamer was clioiutd tu tlio floor. Common 
teude would ro*t wtufled hore, but the cDtbusium of demouolugy ba» invented 
more tlisn one theory to get rid of these untoward facts. Dr. Henry More, is wm 
fonnerlj mentioned, believed that the artral spirit only was carried away : other 
demonologiata imagined that the witch was really removed to tbe place of meeting, 
but that a cacoderaon wu left in hor room, as an i iSiuXnr, to delude the spectators. 
Thirdly, some etoriea of the festivaU are evidently tricks. Such is that related b; 
IlodinuH, with much gravity : a man ia found in a gentleman's cellar, and appre- 
hended as a thief; he declares hia wife had brought him thither to a nitch-meetiDg, 
and on his pronouncing the name of God, she and all her companions bad vanished, 
and loft him incluaed. His wife in immediately seized, on this rigbteous evidence, 
and bulged, with several other persona, named as present at the meeting. 

G 3 A. " Chriitophtr ladxt, of Thomy-luime, and kis »</«."] Tliis 
would appear to be Chiietopher Hargrcavce, called here CliriaUipher Jackes, 
for o' or of Jack, according to the Lancashire mode of forming patronymics. 

G 4 ffl. " The firtt mas, for the naming of the Spirit, which AUzon De- 
uiee, now Prmner at Lanetuter, had: But did not name him, beeaute »hee 
mat not thert.''\ Gaule sny^ speaking of the ceremonies at the witchcH 
solemn nicetings : " If the witch he outivardly christian, baptism must he 
renounced, and the party mu«t be rutiaptized in the Devil's name, and a now 
name is nlso imposed by liim ; and here must be godfathers too, for the 
Devii takes them not tu be so aJult as to promise and vow for themselves." 
{Catet <if Conscience touching Witc/ies, page 50. 1646. 12mo.) But Gaule 
does not mention any namiug or baptixm of H]iirit« and familiars on »ucli 
occasions. 

G 4 i. " Romiegei Jfoofe."] Romilly's or Rumbles Moor, a wild and 
iiiountatiioua range in Craven, not unaptly selected for a meeting on a spe- 
cial emergency of ii conclave of witches. 

H 2 a. " Was so insensiUe, leeaJte, and enable in ail thingeM, as he could 
neither speake, heare, or stand, but was helden ep.'] Pitiable, truly, was cUo 
situation of tliis unhappy wretch. Brought out Iroin the restraint of a long 
imprisonment, before and during which he hiul, as we may conjecture, been 
subjected to every inhumanity, in a state more dead than ahve, into a court 
which must have looked like one living mass, with every eye lit up with 
horror, and curses, not loud liut deep, muttered with harmonious convord 
from the mouths of every spectator. 
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28 NOTES. 

H 2 a. *'*'Anne Towneletf^ wife of Henrie Towndey^ if the Cam^ 
Would this be Anne, the daughter and co-heiress of ThomaB 
Catterall and Little Mitton, Esq., who married Henry Townlej, 
Lawrence Townley ? (See Whitaker s WkaUeyy p. 396.) The 
of Bamside and Carr were a branch of the Townleys, of TownleT. 
side, or Bamsete, is an ancient mansion in the township of Colne;, 
Whitaker observes, was abandoned by the family, for the wai 
of Carr, about the middle of the last centur}\ 

H 2 a. ^^ MctiUr Nowd humbly prayed Moiter Townd^ wupHn it 
called.*^ It is to be regretted we have no copy of the viva voce examoiA- 
tion of Mr. Townley, the husband of the lady whose life was said to liBTe 
been taken away by witchcraft. The examinations given in this 
altogether those of persons in a humble rank of life. The contrast 
their evidence and that of an individual occupying the poflition of the 
dant of one of the oldest families in the neighbourhood, with 
landed possessions, might have been amusing and instructive. 



{ H 2 a, ^ Master Nowdl humbly prayed^ that the particular 

taken btfore him and others might be openly published and read im 
This kind of evidence, the witnesses being in court, and capable of 

] examined, would not be received at the present day. At that 

greater laxity prevailed. 

H 3 a. ^^Sheare Thureday"] The Thursday before Easter, and so 
called, for that, in the old Fathers' days, the people would that day, ^^shaTe 
their hodos, and clypp their berdes, and pool their heedes, and so make 
them honest against Easter Day." — Brand'e Popular Antiquities^ toL i, 
p. 83, edition 1841. 

K ^. ''A Charme."] Sinclair, in his Satan s Invisible World Die- 
eoveredy informs us, that ^^ At night, in the time of popery, when folks went 
to bed, they believed the repetition of this following prayer was effectual to 
ill til preserve them from danger, and the house too. 

" Who sains the house the night, 
They that sains it ilka night. 
Saint Bryde and her brate, 
Saint Colme and his hat^ 
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Saiul Micbael uid hia spor. 

Keep this house horn the well ; 

From ninniqg thief, 

And biuuiiig thief; 

And from imd ill Rca, 

Thut be the gate con goe ; 

And riom ui ill weight, 

That be the gate can light 

Nine rcedi about the bouse ; 

Keep it all the night, 

What ia that, what I see 

So red, «i bright, beyond the tea ? 

'Tis he wu pierc'd through the hands, 

Through the feet, tbrough tbe throat. 

Through the tongue ; 

Through the lirer and the lung, 

WeU is them that nell may 

Paet DU Good-tridn;." 

vbicli lines are uot unlike some of those in tlic present "chamie," which, 
evidently much corrupted by recitation, is a very singular and interesting 
btring of fragments bunded down from times long anterior to the Refor- 
mation, wlicn tliey hud been employed as armour of proof by tlie credulous 
vulgar against the Robin Goodfellows, lu'china, elvca, hags, and fairies of 
earlier superstition. I regret that I cannot throw more light upon it. The 
concluding lines are not deficient in poetical spirit. 

K b. " Ligk in leath leand."] Leath is no doubt lithe, flexible. What 
**ltgh in" is intended for, unless it be lykinge, which \\\e Promptorium 
Parvulorum (vide part i. p. dOl) explains by lusty, or croske, Delieativui, 
CTOssuK, I am miable to conjecture. It is clear, tliat the wand in one hand 
is to stcck, I. e. stake, or fasten, the latch of hell door, while the key in his 
Other hand is to open heaven's lock. 

Ki. "£rf Crizum child gee to it Mother miW."] The chrisom, 
according to the nsual explanation, was a white cloth [iloced upon the head 
of an infant at baptism, when the chrism, or sacred oil of the Romish 
Cliurcb, was used in that socmment. If the child died williin a month of 
its birth, that cloth was used as a shroud ; and children so dying were 
called chrisoms in the old bills of mortality. 

K 6. ^'A light to Jarrandly."] Furrandly, oi iiirrantly, a word still in 




K 2 a. " SAail neuer deere tliee."] Tlic word to dure, or liurt, says 
Way, Promplorium Parvulorum, p. 119, is commonly used by Chni 
yritera until the sixteenth century : 



Fabyan observes, under the year 11!)4, "So fast besycd thja good Kyng 
Kicbarde to vex and dere the infyJelya of Sury." Palsgrave gives, "■ To 
dere or hurtc a noye nuire, I wyll never dere vou by my good wylL" Ang. 
Sax., t>ctiiui nocere, bcimnj leeaio. 

K 3 a. '■^Tlie WUchet of Saimeg/ivty."] Or, more properly, Samlesbury. 
This wicked attempt on the part of tliia priest, or Jesuit, Thompsou, aiitu 
Southworth, to murder the three persons whose trial is next reported, by 
suborning a child of the family to accuse them of what, in the excited state of 
tlie public mind at the time, was almost certain to consign them to a public 
execution, has few parallels in the annals of atrocity. The plot was defeated, 
and the lives of the persons accused. Jennet Bierley, Ellen Bierley, and 
Jane Soutliworth, saved, by no sagacity of the judge or wisdom of the jury, 
but by the effect of one simple question, wrung from the intended victims 
on the verge of antici]mtcd condemnation, and which, natural as it might 
appear, was one the felicity of which Garrow or Erakine might have 
envied. It demolished, like Ithuriel's spcor, the whole fabric of imposture, 
and laid it open even to the eomprehenuon of Sir Edward Bromley and 
Master Thomas Potts. This was a case which well deserved Archbishop 
Harsnet for its historian. His vein of irony, which Swift or Echard never 
surpassed, and the scorching invective of which he was so consummate a 
master, would have been well employed in handing down to posterity a 
bceiie of villainy to which the frauds of Somers and the stratagems of 
\Vi-»toii were mere child's play. Wc might then havu hft.1, from the most 
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L'liligljtciicd niEtD of bia age, ti commcnUiry on the statute Ist Jamca First, 
wliicli wouM have neutralized its mischief, and spared a hccatomli of vic- 
linis. His resistless ridieule would, perhaps, have accomplished at once 
what was slowly mid with difficulty brought about by the arguments of 
Scot and Webster, the establishment of the Royal Society, and ii century's 
growth of intelligence and knowledge. 

K 3 i. " j4 SeminaTie Priett."^ Of this Thompson, alias Soutliworth, 
I fiud no account in Dodd's CatAolie Church Higtory. A John Southworth 
is noticed, vol. iii. p. 303, who is described as of an ancient family in Lan- 
cashire, and who was executed at Tybuni, June 28th, I6.'i5. Hia dying 
speech is to be found in the same volume, p. 360. The interval of time, 
as well as the difference of surname, excludes the presumption of his being 
identical with the person referred to in the text, the hero of this extraordi- 
nary conspiracy, and who was probably of the family of Sir John SouthwoKb, 
after mentioned. 



K 3 i. "j1 leiuile, whereof IhU Countie of Lancaster hath ffooil 
ttore'l Lancashire was, about this period, the great hot-bed of Popish 
recusants. From the very curious list of recusants given (Baincs's Lanca- 
Mre, Tol. i. p. 541,) it would seen) that Samlcsbury was one of their 
strongholds : — 

Jamea Cowpir a eemiuarie prieato racoipteil rclcived and inainteincd att the lodge 
of Bir John Southwortho in Ssmlceburio PHrke b; &Ir. Tho : Southworthe, one of 
the yoiinser aonneg of the said Sir .lohn. And att the home of John Wnrde 
dwellings in SamleBburie Park ajde. And the said Prieate BSjeth Maese att the 
said lodge and att the laid Warda howae. Whether reaorte, Air. Sowthworthe, 
Mrei. An Sowtliwonhe, JdIih Walmiwloy avrvaute to Sir John SouthirorChe, Tho. 
Stmthwortho dwolUngo in tho Pnrko, John Gerrerde, aervante to Sir John South- 
wortbo, John tiingleton, John Wright«, Jamea Shorplea iuaior, Jolia Warde of 
Samleaburie, John Warde of Mcdler thclder, Henrio Potter of Mcdler, John 
Goaldon of Winwicke, Thomaa Gonldon of the lame, Roberto Anderton of Sam- 
le*barie and John Sherplea of Stanleyhurat in Samleaburie. — Bainet't Laneatkira, 






1.643. 



Att the lodge in Samleaburie Parke there be masaee dajlio and Seminanoa 
dyuerae Reaorte thither aa Janiee Cowpe, Ilamuon Dell and Euch like, The like - 
vnlawfutt nieetinga are made daylie att tho howae of John Warde by the Parke 
aydo of Sainlcaburio all wicLo mattera, maues, reaorte to Maaaoi, receipting of 
Heminariei "ilbo Juatifyed by Mr. Adam Sowtheworthe TUomna Sherpin and John 
Uibalditon.— /£id, p. 644. 




K 4 i. " Picked her of."] Threw her off. 

L a. "Hugh Waleimana."] The wife of Hugh Walshman, of Sanales- 
bury, is meutioiied in the list of recusants; Bainea, vol. i. p. 544. 

L 2 a. " Brought a little cAiW."] The evidence against the Pendle 
witches exhibits meogrcness aud poverty of imagination compared with the 
accumulated horrors with which the Jesuit, fresh, it may be, from Bodin 
and Delrio, made his " fire bum and cauldron bubble." With respect to thta 
old story of the magical uao made of the corpses of infants, Ben Jonson, in 
a note on 



tells us with great gravity : 

Their tdllmg of infuits ia common, both for confection of their ointment (wheroto 
one ingredient ia the fat boiled, as I Iulvo ahcTrod before out of Paracelsus and Porta) 
OS also out of a lust to do murder. Sprenger in Mai. Malefic. rcportH that a witch, 
a midwifo in the dioeeao of Basil, coufeaaed to hive killed above fortj infant" (ever 
as tbey were new bom, with pricking them in the brain with a needle) which »he 
hod oHored to the devil. See the story of the three witches in Btm. IJamonola 
lib. cap. 3, about the end of the chapter. And M. Phillippo Ludwigus Elioh 
Quast. 8. And that it is no new rite, read the practice of Canidia, Epnd. Herat. 
M. odt S, and Lncan, M. 6, whoso admirable verses I can never be weary to tran- 

Kec eessant i CEcde mnnua, si sanguine vivo 
Est opus, CTumpnt ju^uto qui primus aperto. 
Ncc refugil ctcdes, viium si sacra cruorem 
Eitaque funereir poscunt trepidantia mcnsK. 
Yulncre si ventris, Don qu& Datura vocabat, 
EitraMtui pulus csitidus ponendus in oris ; 
Et quoties sEvis opus est, et rortibus umbrii 
Ipsa fadt mands. Hominum mors omnia in usn est. 

Bea JohnMa'i Wor/a, Ay Gifford, vol. vii. p. 130. 

L 2 a, " Tkeff said they icoidit annoint lAemtelute."] Ben Jonson in- 
forms U8 : 

When they are to be traniported from place to place, they use to anoint them- 
selves, and sometimes the things they ride on. Beside Apul. testimony, see these 
later, Rtmig, DisnionolalritK lib I. r.ap. 14. JJelrio, Diiquii. Mag. I. 3. qmtil. IG. 
Bodin Dtemonoman. lUi. 2 c. 14. Barthol. de Spina. q«<^H. da Slrigih. Phililppo 
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Ludv?vjtu Klich. pKett. 10. Paraeetiitt in mayn. el oceal. Phiioiophia, tcacliotb 
the confection. Uitfftienltim ex carttt rtesia natoruia infaniium, in pHJm*n(i, 
fortna coclam, il euja htrbu lomttifarit, qualai lunt Papavir, Solatium, Cicula, 
&e. And Giov. Bapti, PoTia,lib.2.Mag.Natur.eap. 16. — Btn JomoH'i fVorkt 
*y Gifford, vol. vii. p. 119. 

L 3 a. "Did earrie her into the laft.~] There is something in this 
Htmnge tissue of in coherencies, for knavery has little variety, which forcibly 
reminds ub of the inventions of EUzabeth Conning, who ought to hare lived 
in the days when witchcraft was port of the popular creed. What aii 
admirable witch poor old Mary Squires would have made, and how bril- 
liantly would her persecutor have shone in the days of the Baxters and 
Glanvllles, who acquitted herself so creditably in those of the Fieldinjp and 
the Hills. 



L 4 i. " Roiiert Hoelden, B»quire."'\ This individual would he of the 
ancient family of Holden, of Holden, the last mole heir of which died 
without issue, 17II2. (See Whitakcr's Wkaliey, 418.) 

L 4 J. "5i> John Southworth."~\ In this family the manor of Soniles- 
bury remained for three hundred and fifty years. This was, probably, the 
John (for the pedigree contaiued in Wliitakcr'a WhaUey, p. 430, docs not 
give the clearest light on the subject) who married Jane, daughter of Sir 
Richard Sherburne, of Stonyhurst, and who took a great lead amongst 
the Catholics of Lancashire. What was the degree of relationship between 
Sir John and the husband of the accused, Jane Southworth, there is nothing 
in the descent to show. Family bickering might liavo a share, as well as 
Bupemtition, in the opinion he entertained, " that she was on evil woman." 
Of the old hall at Somleshury, the residence of the Southworths, a most 
interesting account will he found in Whitakcr's WhaMey, p. 431. He con- 
siders the centre of very high antiquity, probably not later than Edward 
III ; and observes, " There is about the house a profusion and bulk of oak 
that must almost have laid prostrate a forest to erect it." 

M b. " The pariicaiar points of the Eaidence'\ Wbot a waste of 
ingenuity Master Potts displays in this recapitulation, where he is merely 
slajdng the slain, and where his wisdom was not needed. Had he appKcd 
it to the service of the Pendic witches, he would have found still grosser 
contrarieties, and n« great ahsurdify. But in that cose, there was no horror 



of Popery to sharpen bis faculties a 
liumatiity into play. 



Jesuit in tlic background to call hji 



'] Ai 



pood euidenix to the lurtt 
he worthy clerk in court 



t truth, though Master 



M 2. " The tcrinkleg of an dd wines face 
against a Wiiri."] Si tic omnia! For once 
has a lucid interval, and speaks the laugiiage of 



M 3. " £ta old Ciattox had Fanae." 
Potta might not be awtire of the extent of it. 

M 4 a. " Af. Leigh^ a very reiii/ious I'reacier."'^ Parson of Stondish, a 
man memorable in his day. He published several pieces, amongst others the 
two following: 1. "The Drumme of Devotion," by W. Leigli, of Standiah, 
1613. — 2. "News of a Prodigious Monster in Aldington, in the Parish of 
Standish, in Lancashire," 1613, 4lo, which show him to have been an 
adept in the scicucc of title-iuaking. He wu one of the tutors of Prince 
Henry, and was great-grandfather of Dr. Leigh, author of the Bittoiy nf 
Lancathire. 



N 3 6. " The Arraignment and TriaU of Anne Red/erne." This poor 
woman seems to have been regularly huntoU to death by her prosecutors, 
who pursued Lcr with all the dogged pertinacity of blood-hounds. Neither 



mploring appeal for mercy, i 
did not ask for any ii 
ground for the charge, ha^l tlie slightest ctFec 
of the judge and jury. Acquitted ( 
her trial on another; the imputed crii 
of a person, who did not even accuse 
eighteen years before, by wii<;bcraft ; 
that she had been seen, about the 



;, from her wretched mother, who 
1 the shadow of a 
t upon the besotted prejudices 
I one indictment, she is now put on 
e being her having caused the death 
icr of being accessory to it, nearly 
; the only evidence, true or false, being, 
ame period, making figures of clay or 
veW be conjectured, was her tuiving 
rejected the improper advances of the ill-conditioned young man whose 
death she was first indicted for procuring, and to which circumstance the 
rancour of his relations, the prosecutors, may evidently be traced. It is 
gratifying to know that she had firmness of mind to persist in the declara- 



tion of her 



Xutler."] 



■ to a person of a ditfercnt 



VOTES. 



3.i 



(leHcriptioa tVom aii^ of tlioHs who huve preceded as parties accused, oiiJ oti 
whoHC fate some extraorduiary mystery eeenis to hang. Alice Nutter was 
not, like the otliers, a. misentbic mendicant, but was a lady of large posses- 
sions, of a respectable family, and with childreu whose position appears to 
have been such as, it might have been expected, would have atforded her 
tlie means of escaping the fate which ovi<rtook her humbler companioni. 

" 1 knew her a good waman Bn*I wull brcil, 
Of on unqueBtion'd curiagp, woll reputed 
AmoiigBt lier □eighliours, reckoned with the beat." 

//fj/ipooiTf Laneofkirt Wilchn. 

She is described as the wife of Richard Nutter of the Rough Lee, a:id 
mother of Miles Nutter, who were iu all likelihood nearly related to the 
other Nutters whose descent has been given. The tradition is, that she 
wa« closely connected by relationship or marriage with Eleanor Nutter, the 
daughter of Ellia Nutter of Pendle Forest, the grandmother of Archbishop 
Tilloison. That she was the victim of a foul and atrocious conspiracy, in 
which the movers were some of her own family, there seems no reason to 
doubt. The anxiety of her children to induce her to confess may possibly 
have originated in no impure or sinister motive, but it is difficult altogether 
to dismiss from the mind the suspicion that her wealth was her great mis- 
fortune i and that to secure it within their grasp her own household were 
passive, if not active, agents in her destruction. Any thing more childish 
or absurd than the evidence against her — as, for instance, that she joyned 
in kilhng Henry Mitton because he refused n penny to Old Demdike — it 
would not be easy, even from the records of witch trials, to produce. As 
regards Alice Nutter, Potts is singularly meagre, and it is to be lamented 
that the deficiency of information cannot at present be supplied. Almost 
the only fact he furnishes us with is, that she died maintaining her innocence. 
It would have been most interesting to have had the means of ascertaining 
how she conducted herself at her trial and after her condemnation ; and 
how she met t)io iiiiijuitous injustice of her fate, sharpened, as it must have 
been, by the additional bitterness of the insults and execrations of the blind 
and infuriated populace at her execution. It is far from improbable that 
some of the correspondence now deposited in the family archives in the 
county hitherto impublished may ultimately furnish these particulars. 

Alice Nutter was doubtless the original of the story of which Heywoud 
availed himself in The Lafe LaneaiAire Witehe», 1634, ita, which in 
BB 2 



frequently noticed by tlie writers of the 17th century — that the wife of K^ 
Lancashire country gcntlcmEiii had been detected in practising witchcraft I 
and unlawful arts, and condemned and e:;ecuted. In that play there caa be 
iittlo hesitation in ascribing to Heywood the scenes in which Mr. Generoua 
and his wife are the interlocutors, and to Broome, Heywood's coadjutor, the 
subordinate and farcical pordoas. It is a very unequal perfomiancc, but 
not destitute of those fine touches, which Heywood is never without, in 
characters of English country gentlemen and the pathos of domestic I 
tragedy. Tne following scene, which I am tempted to extract, though I 
very inferior to the noble ones tu bis Woman Killed by £ind»ets, between I 
Mr. and Mrs. FronkforJ, which it somewhat resembles in character, is 
unworthy of this great and truly national dramatic writer : — 



Gm 



Mr. Generous. 
Mj blood is tum'd U 



lUiniN, a groom. 
CO, and all my vitala 



llave cese'd Ihoir vorking'. Dail Btnpidit; 
Surpriieth me at once, and hath arrested 
That vigoroiu ogitntion, which till now 
Expreit a life within me. I, mcthioke. 
Aid a me«r marblo etatue, and no mau. 
Unweave m; age, O time, to my firat threw! ; 
Let mc loBo fifty joara, in ignorance spent ; 
That, being mode an infant once again, 
I may begin to know. What, or where am I, 
To be thus lost in wonder t 

Wi/e. Sir. 

Gta. Amoiement Btill piirsuoe mo, how am 1 cluu 
Or brought era I can underitaad myself 
Into thin new world ! 

Rob. You will believe no witcbes I 

Gen. This makes me beliove all, aye, anytliin|[ ; 
And that myself am nothing. Prithee, Robin, 
Idy me to myself open ; what art thou. 
Or this new tronsform'd creature ) 

Rob. 1 am Robin ; 
And t)ua your wife, my mistress. 

Gtn. Tell me, the earth 
Shall leave its seat, and mount to kies the moon ; 
Ur that the mooa, eaamaur'd of the oartb. 
Shall leave her iiphero, tu stoop to us thus luw. 
What, what's this in my band, that at an instant 
Can from a four-legg'd creature moke a thing 
So like a wife ! 



NOTKB. 

Sob. A bridle; u jugling bridto, Sir. 

(fin. A bridle 1 Hence, enchantment. 
A viper were more safe within my lutnd, 
Than this charm'd engine. — 
A witch i mj wife a witch ! 
The more I strive to nnwind 
Myself from this meander, 1 tlio more 
Therein am intricated. Prithee, woman, 
Art thou a witch I 

Wifi. It cuiDot be denied, 
I km rach a cur«t creature. 

Oan. Keep aloof : 
And do not come too near me. O m; trust ; 
Have I, since fint I understood myself, 
Been of my soul so chaiy, still to study 
What beat was for its health, to renounce all 
The worki of that black fiend with mj best force ; 
And hath that aerpent twined mo so about. 
That I must lie so often and so long 
With a devil in my bosom ( 

Wifi. Pardon, Sir. [Hhc look* rfow«.J 

Gen, Pardon '. oan such a thing as that bo hoped '. 
Lift up thine eyes, lost woman, to yon hills ; 
It most be tbenco expected ; look not down 
Unto that horrid dwelling, which thou baat sought 
At such dear rate to purohaae. Prithee, tell mc, 
(For now I can believe) art thou a witch I 

Wif: I am. 

Gati. With that word 1 am thunderstruck. 
And know not what to anawer ; yet resolve me. 
Halt thou made any contract with that fiend. 
The onomy of mankind ( 

Wi/f. O I have. 

Gm. What I and how far t 

Wifi. 1 have promis'd him my soul. 

Gm. Ton thousand timea better thy body liad 
Been promia'd to the atake ; aye, and mine too. 
To have aufTer'd with thee in a hedge of flames. 
Than auch a compact ever bad been made. Oh -- ■ 
Heaolre me, how far doth that contract stretch t 

Wift. What interest in this Soul myself could claim, 
1 freoly gave him ; but lila part that made it 
1 still raaerve, not being mine to give. 

(I»H. cunning devil : foolish woman, know, 
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Where he can oUiim but the least little part, 

Ue will usurp the iHiole. Thou 'rt a lost woman. 

Wif$, I hope, not so. 

G9n, Why, hast thou any hope ! 

Wife. Yes, sir, I have. 

Gtn. Make it appear to me. 

Wifa, I hope I noTor baigain'd for that fire. 
Further than penitent tears have power to qneneh. 

Gtn, I would see some of them. 

Wifa, You behold them now 
(If you look on me with charitable eyes) 
TincturM in blood, blood issuing from the heart. 
Sir, I am soxry ; when I look towards heaven, 
I beg a gracious pardon ; when on you, 
Methinks your native goodness should not be 
Less pitiful than they ; 'gainst both I have err'd ; 
From both I beg atonement. 

0$n. BCay I presume 't ! 

W%f$, I kneel to both your mercies. 

Oen, Knowest thou what 
A witch is f 

Wife, Alas, none better ; 
Or after mature recollection can be 
More sad to think on 't. 

Gen, Tell me, are those tears 
As full of true hearted penitence. 
As mine of sorrow to behold what state. 
What desperate state, thou 'rt fain in f 

Wife, Sir, they are. 

Gen, Rise ; and, as I do yon, so heaven pardon me ; 
We all offend, but from such filling off 
Defend us ! Well, I do remember, wife. 
When I first took thee, 'twas /or good and had : 
O change thy bad to good, that I may keep thee 
(As then we past our faiths) 'till Death us sever. 
O woman, thou hast need to weep thyself 
Into a fountain, such a penitent spring 
As may have power to quench invisible flames ; 
In which my eyes shall aid : too little, all. 

LaU Laneaehire WtUheM, Act 4. 

P 2 a. '* Being examined by my Lord,"] She had evidently learned 
her lesson well; but this was, with all submission to his Lordship, if 
adopted as a test, a mighty poor one. Jennet Device must have known 



weil the pei'sons of the parties she nccuseii, and wlm were now upon tlieir 
trial, as iboy were all her near neighbours. 

P 2 a. " W&ether »he knex lohan a St^le ?"] His Lordship's introduo 
tion of this apocryplial legal personage on such an occasion is very amusing. 
Had he studied Littleton and Perkins a little less, and given some attention 
to the Lancashire dialect, and some also to the study of that great book, in 
which even a judge may find valuable matter, the book of human nature, 
he might have been more successfult in his examination. Jack's o' Dick's 
o' Harry's would have been more likely to have been recognised as a 
veritable person of lliis world by Jennet Dence, than such a name h 
Joban a Style; which, though very familiar at Westminster, would scarcely 
have its prototy[>e at Pendle. But Jennet Device, young as she was, in 
natural shrewdness was far more than a match for his lordship. 

P 3 a. " Katkerhie Hexit, alias Movld-heelei."] Of this person, who 
comes ne^it in the list of witches, our information is very scanty. She was 
not of Pcndle, but of Colne; and as her husband is described as a 
"clothier," may be presumed to have been in rather better circumstances 
than Elizabeth Southemes or Anne Wbittle's families. She made no con- 
fession. 

P 4 o. "Anne Foul4> of Colne. Michael Uanley of Co/ne."] Folds 
and Hartley are still the names of families at and in t!ie neighbourhood of 
Coine. 

P 4 a. " Had then in band; a child."] The meaning of this term ia 
clear, the origin rather dubious. It may come from the Scotch word, to 
hanck, i. e. to have in holdfast or secure, vide Jamieson'a Scotch Dictionary, 
tit. hanck, or from liaiidkill, to murder, vide Janucson, under that word ; 
or lastly, may be metaphorically used, from hanck, also signifying a skein 
of varn or worsted which is tied or trussed np. 

lolin Bukocke, lane Buicocke kU mother.'] The condition of 
is not stated. It may be conjectured that they were of the 



Q 3 o. ■■•■At tie Barre Aauin<i formerly fon/ei»ed.'] Why is not theij 
confesfflon given ? 
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Q 3 o. " Crying oui in very violent and outragiotu manner, euen to iki^ 
ffaUoteet."'\ The latter end of these unfortunate people was perhaps similar j 
to thttt of Isobel Crawford, executed iu Scotland the year after for wit«h- I 
erafl, who, on being sentonced, openly denied all her former coufeBdons, 
and died without any sign of repentance, oficring repeated interraptdoQ to \ 
is prayer, and refusing to pardon the executioner. 



Q 4 a. " Matter Tkomai Litter of Wembt/."] Sec note on p. Y o. , 

Q 4 i. " The aaid Bulcockes K-ife doth knoie of tome Witehet to bee about 
Padyhatn and Bumley."'\ Precious etidence this to put the lives of two | 
poor creatures into jeopardy. 



B a. " Accused the *aid John Bideoek to tume die Spill Mere.'] What 
a fact this would have been for De Lancrc. With all his accurate atatbtics 
on the subject of the witclies' Sabbotli, ho was not aware that a turnspit 
was a necessary ofRcer on such occasions, as well as a master of ceremonies. 
This artful and well instructed jade, Jennet Device, must have borne 
especial malice against John Bulcock. 

R A. "The name* of the Witches at the Qreat AmemMy and Feast at 
Maiking-Toicer, ei>. vpon Good-Friday last, 1612."] In this list of four- 
teen individuals. Master Potts lias omitted " the pwnful steward so careful 
to provide mutton," James Device, who made np the number to Rfleen, 
Of these persons seven were not indicted : Jennet Hargraves, the wife of 
Hugh Hargraves, of Barley under Pendle ; Elizabeth Hargraves, the wife 
of Christopher Hargraves ; Christopher Howgate, the son of Old Demdilte ; 
Christopher Hargraves, who is described as of Thumiiiolme, or Thorn- 
holme, and as Christopher a Jacks, and was husband of Elisabeth Har- 
graves ; Grace Hay, of Padiham ; Anne Crunkshey, of Marehden, or more 
properly, Croukshaw of Marsden ; and Elizabeth Howgate, the wife of 
Christopher Howgate. The two Howgatcs were, it may be, the "one 
Holgate and his wife," mentioned in Robinson's deposition in 1633. Alice 
Grnie, or Gray, included in the list, was indicted, though no copy of the 
indictment is afforded by Potts, and, HJngular as it may seem, acquitted. 
Richard Miles' wife, of the Rough Lee, stated to have been present in some 
of the depositions, (G 3 ft,) was, beyond doubt, Alice Nutter, so called as 
the wife of Richard and mother of Miles Nutter. 

It may afford matter for speculation, whether any ron! meeting took 
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place of ony of the poraons above enumerated, wliic)i gave occasion for the 
monstrous versions of the witneaBes at this triaJ. It is far from unlikely, that 
OD the apprehension and commitment of Old Demdilce, Old Chattox, Alizon 
Device, and Anne Redfem to Lancaster, a meeting would take place of 
their near relations, and others who might attend from curiosity, or from its 
being rumoured that they were themselves implicalod by thii confessions oF 
those apprehended, and who hy such attendance sealed their dooms. In 
all similar fabrications there is generally some slight foundation of fact, 
8omc scintilla of homely truth, from which, like the inverted apex of a 
pyramid, the disproportion ed fabric expands. It is possible that, from the 
simple occurrence of an unusual attendance at Malting Tower on Good 
Friday, not unnatural under the circumstances, some of the witnesses, 
easily persuaded, might he afterwards led to believe in the 
e of those monstrous superadditions with which the convention was 
afterwards clothed. However this may be, there must have been at hand 
for working up the materials into o plausible form, some drill sergeant of 
evidence behind the curtain, who had his own interest to serve or revenge 
to gratify. The two particulars in the narrative that one feels least disposed 
to question, are, that James Device stole a wether from John Robinson of 
Barley, to provide a family dinner on Good Friday, and that when the meat 
was roasted John Bulcock performed the humble, but very necessary, duty 
of turning the spit. 

R3a. *'My Lord Gerard."] Thomas Gerard, son and heir of Sir 
Gilbert Gerard, Master of the Robes 23d Elizabeth, was raised to the peer- 
ago by the title of Lord Gerard of Gerard's Bromley, in Slatfordshire, 1603. 
Me died 1618. 

Sa, "JCniuMy SUom, and Sickles." In the I'rompturium Pareu- 
lorum, p. 138, to Elsyn (elayng*) Sibula, Mr. Way appends this note ; " This 
word occurs in the Gloss on Gander de Bibolcs worth, Aruiid. MS. 220, 
where a buckled girdle is described : — 

" Een isy doyt le hardiloun (>e tuang«) 
Puier par tru Ae tubiloan {a bore of an alseni>.) 

'^Au clsyne, — acus, subula. Cath. Ang. Sibula, an clsyu, on olio or a bodkyu. 
Oaius. lu the inventory of the goods of a merchant at Noucuatlc, A. D. 
1571, occur, 'vj. dow' elsen heftes, 12rf; 1 clowte ftnd ^ a C elseu bkdes, 
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TiiJ«. yiiyii ziij. clowtes of talter, needlca, &c.' Wills and Inveo tones pul 
lished by the Surtees Society, 1, 381. Tlie tenn is derived froni the 
French o^nf; etson for cordwayners, oJesue. Palag. In Vorkghire and 
some other parts of England an awl is &till callod an elscn." 

S 6. " Which lie mid Alison eonjewing."] In the case of this paralftid 
pedlar, John Law, his mishap could scarcely be called sach, oa it wouU 
for the remainder of bis life, be an all-sufficient stock-in-trade for hiiOs 
and popular wonder and synipathy, without the judge's interposttioii, woultl 
provide for his relief and maintenance. The near apparent connection and 
correspondence of the damnum minatum and damnum teeutum, in this 
instance, imposed upon this unfortunate wonau, aa it had done upon many 
others, and gave to her confession an earnestness which ivould appear to 
the unenlightened spectator to spring only from reality and truth, i 

S 3 A, ^^ Margaret PearaoH."^ This Padiham witch fared better than 
her neighbours, being sentenced only to the pitloiy. Nothing affords b 
stronger proof of the vindictive {lertinacity with which these prosecutions 
n the fact of this old and helpless creature being put o 



her trial three several ti 
many other persons in her 
nions in punishment, crin 
nounced her accordingly : 



:vidence as follows. Chattox, like 
lituation, was tlisposed to have aa many compa- 
; or no crime, as sbe could compass, and de- 
' The said Pearson's wife is as ill as sbee." 



T a. " The said Matyerie did carrie the taid Toade out of the said 
houte in a jmire qftongea.'^ This toad was disposed of more easily than 
that of Julian Cox, as to whicit see Glanvil's ColUttion of HdatioUt 
p. 132: — 

Another witness gwore, that oa be passed \>j Cox her door, she was talunff a pips 
of tobiwca upon the threshold of her door, and invited him to come in and take a 
pipe, whivh be did. And tm he was taUiing Julian said to him, Neighbour, look 
what a prettj thing there ii. He look't dowa. and there was a manstrouif great 
toad betwixt his loggi, staring him in the face. He endeavoured to kill it by spum- 
ing it, but could not hit it. Whereupon Julian bad him forbear, and it would do 
him no hurt. But he threw down his pipe and went borne, (which was about two 
miles off of Julian L'oi her house,) and told his fiiDiil; what had happened, and that 
he believed it was one of Julian Coz her devils. After, he was taking a pipe of 
tobacco at home, and the same toad appeared betwixt his teggs. lie took the toad 
out to kill it, and to his thinking cut it in several pieoes, but returning to bis pip^ 
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tlie toad still nppcaroil. llo endeavaurod to bum it, but could not. At length he 
ti>ok a Hwitcli and bent it. The toad ran geveral times about tbe room to avoid him 
he still pursuing it with eorrectiou. At length the toad crjed and taniah't, tod bfl 
wtu neior after troubled with it. 



Dr. More's comnieiil on the circumstance in written with nil the se- 
riousness so important a part of a, wilcli's supellex lieserves. He com- 
mences dcrcnding the huntsman, who swore that he bunted el hare, and 
when he camo to take it up, he found it to be Johan Cox : 



Those half-witted people thought he swore falee, I Euppoae becaute thej iui&- 
gined that what he told implied that Julian Cox viw turned into an liare. Which 
the WH not, Dor did liia report imply any iuch real metamorphoaia of her body, but 
tbftt theae ludieroug demons exhibited to the sight of this hunteman and hia doggii 
the ahapo of au Bare, one of them turuing himself into such a form, and others 
hurrjing on tbe body of Julian near the same place, and at the same swiftness, but 
interposing betwixt that haro-Uke spectre and her body, modifying tbe air so that 
the scone there, to the beholders sight, was ns if nothing but air were there, and a 
shew uf earth perpetually suited to that where the bare passed. As I have heard 
of some painters that have drawn the sky in an huge largo landslip, so lively tliat 
the birds have fiown againat it, thinking it free air, and so iiave fallen down. And 
if painters and juglers by the tricks of legerdemain can do such strange feats to the 
deceiving of the eight, it is no wonder that these U17 inviaible spirits aa far surpass 
them in all anch pnestigions doings as the >Ir surpasses the earth for aubtilty. 

And the like pnrstigix may be in the toad. It might be a real toad (though ac- 
tuated and guided by a dxraon) which was cut in pieces, and that also which wai 
whipt about, and at lost snatcbt out of sight (as if it had voniahed) by theae aerial 
hocus-poens's. And if some juglerB have tricks to take hot coals into their mouth 
without bnrt, certainly it is not surprising that some small attempt did not suffice 
to bum that toad. That sueh a toad, sent by a witch and crawling up the body of 
the man of the house as he sate by the fire's side, was ovennaatered by him and his 
wife together, and burnt in the Ere ; I have heard credibly reported by one of the 
laleof Ely. 0/lheit damoiiiact virtain, I hart heard other itoriu also, at of a 
rat that followed a man tomt teon of milti trvdifinff through thiek atld thin along 
leithhim. Bo little difficulty is there in that of the toad.— (rlaneiTi 6'oU«ei>«tt (/ 
lUlalioiu, p. 200. 



T 2 n. " Itahel Rnbeff," This person was of Windle, in the parish of 
Present, n conaidcrahle diatante from Pendle. Tlic Gerarda were lords of 
the manor of Windle. Sir Thomas Gemrd, before whom the examinatiouH 
were tdcen, was created baronet, 22nd May, 9th James I. ; and tbrico 
married. From him the present Sir John Gerard, of New Hall, near 
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Warrington, is descended. Sir Thomas was determined that the hundred of 
West Derhy should haye its witch as well as the other parts of the county. 
A more melancholy tissue of ahsurd and incoherent accusations than those 
against this last of the prisoners convicted on this occasion, it would not be 
easy to find ; who was hanged, for all that appears, because one person 
was suddenly '' pinched on her thigh, as she thought, with four fingers 
and a thumb," and because another was ^' sore pained with a great warch 
in his bones." 

T 2 a. '' This Couniie of Lancaster^ which now may lawfully bee said to 
abound asmuch in Witches of diuers kindes as Seminaries^ lesuites, and 
Papists,"] Truly, the county palatine was in sad case, according to Master 
Potts's account If the crop of each of these was oyer abundant, it was 
from no fault of the learned judges, who, in their commissions of Oyer 
and Terminer^ subjected it pretty liberally to the pruning-hook of the 
executioner. 

T 2 a. '^ This lamentable and wofuU Tragedie^ wherein his Maiestie 
hath lost so many Subjects^ Mothers their Children, Fathers their Friends and 
Kinsfolk,"] The Lancashire bill of mortality, imder the head witchcraft, so 
far as it can be collected from this tract, will run thus : — 

1. Robert Nutter, of Greenhead, in Pendle. 

2. Richard Asshcton, son of Richard Assheton, of Downham, Esquire. 

3. Child of Richard Baldwin, of Wheethead, within the forest of Pendle. 

4. John Device, or Davies, of Pendle. 

5. Anne Nutter, daughter of Anthony Nutter, of Pendle. 

6. Child of John Moore, of Higham. 

7. Hugh Moore, of Pendle. 

8. John Robinson, alias Swyer. 
0. James Robinson. 

1 0. Henry Mytton, of the Rough Lee. 

11. Anne Townley, wife of Henry Townley, of the CaiT, gentleman. 

12. John Duckworth. 

13. John Hargraves, of Goldshaw Booth. 

1 4. Blaze Hargraves, of Higham. 

15. Christopher Nutter. 

16. Anne Folds, of Colne. 



Sixteen persons reported dead of tliis 
countless number with pains and " starknoss 
ivarch in their bones !" No ' 
active treatment necessary, 
leading specific. 
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limbs," and " a great 
idcr tliat Doctors Bromley and Potts thouglit 



T 3 i. " With ffreal rcarcA i 
and still used in this sense, i. e. 



I hit bones." Wareb i 
pain, in Lancashire. 



a word welt knoivn 



1 Ab. " The »aid Peter «aa now aatUJied that the laid IiaM Robfg Kua 
no Witch, Jji tending to one ffaUeieorth», lehich they caU a witcman."] I 
honour the memory of tliis Halsworth, or Houldsworth, as 1 suppose it 
should be spelled. Tor he was indeed a wise man in days wben wisdom was 
an extremely scarce commodity. 



Tib. " To abide vpon it."] 



y abiding opinion i 



X a. " Elizahetk Astley, John Samtden, Alice Gray, Iiabel Sidegraues, 
Lawrence Sai/."] The specific charges against these persons, with the 
exception of Alice Gray, do not appear, nor is it said wbere their places of 
residence were. AUce Gray was reputed to have been at the meeting of 
witches at Malkin's Tower, and to her the judge refers, perhaps, in particu* 
!ar, when he says, " Without question, there are amongst you that are as 
deepo in this action as any of them that are condemned to die for their 
offences." 



X b. " The Execution of the Witche4.'] WV could have dispensed 
with many of the Howers of rhetoric with whicb the pt^es of this discovery 
are strewed, if Master Potta would bave favoured us with a plain, mivar- 
uisiied accoimt of what occurred at this execution It is here, in the most 
interesting point of all, that his narrative, in other respects so full and 
abundant, stops short, and seems curtailed of its just proportions. Tlie 
"learned and worthy preacher," to whom the prisoners were commended 
by the judge, was probably Mr. William Leigh, of Standish, before men- 
tioned. Amongst his papers or correspondence, if thoy should happen to 
have been preserved, some account may eventually be found of the viul 
closing scene of these melaocholy victims of superstition, 
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X. 3 a. " JTeilher can I paint in extraordinarie tearme*.'^ 
clerk is too modesL He is a great piuntcr, the Tintoretto of 

Y a. "Ifauinff cut off Thomat Litter, Etquire, father to this gentlet 
Noip /((iifly."] Thomas Liator, of Westby, ancestor of the Listers, Lordi 
Ribblesdftle, married Jane, daughter of John Greenacres, Esquire, of Worston, 
countyof Lancaster, luid was buHcd at Giaburn, FebmaiySth, 1607- His son, 
Thomas Lister, referred to as the "gentleman now living," married Jon^ 
daughter of Thomas Hcber, Esq., of Morton, oftcr mentioned, and 
buried at Gisbum, July lOtb, 1619. 

Y a. " Wat Indicted and Arraigned for llie murder of a Child of 
Dodg-eonnetr^ One acquittal was no protection to these unhappy creatures. 
It caused only additional eiaspemtion, and, sooner or later, ihey wore 
brought within what Donne calls "■' the hungry statutes' gaping jaws.' 
Whether superstition or mahcc prompted this prosecution, on the port of Hr. 
Lister, it is difficult to say. Some grudge ho entertained, or cause of offence 
he had taken up against this Jennet Preston, might he her death warrant 
in those days, when it was penal for a woman to be old, helpless, ugly, and 
poor. She was not so fortunate as the females tried at York, nine years after- 
wards, for bewitching the children of Edward Fairlax. of Puyston, in the 
forest of Knoresborough, to whom wc owe tiic only English tnuislalion of 
Tosso worthy of the name. These females, six in number, were indicted 
at two Buccessivo asnzos, and every effort was made by the 

" I'rcTailing poet ! wboao undoubtlni; mind 
Ueliered tUe magic wonders which he aung," 

to procure their conriction. Never was a more unequal contest. On the 
uue side was a relentlesii antagonist, anned with wealth, influence, Icamin^l 
and accomplishments, and whose family connections gave him an unlimitfl^fl 
power in the county ; and on the otlier, ets helpless persons, whose MX^fl 
age, and poverty were almost sufficient for their condemnation, without a 
evidence at all. Yet, owing to the magnanimous firmness of the judj 
whose name, deserving of immortal honour, I regret has not \ 
served, these efforts were frustrated, and the women accused dehvcred fj 
the guiph which yowned before them. The disappointment he e 
in this instance, in being dcfniuded, us he tlioiiglit, of a conviction for whkb] 
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lie bail Htraiiied every nerve and sinew, and in not being allowed to render 
tbc forcBl of Knaresborough as famous as that of Pendle, cast a gloom of 
despondency over tbe remaning days of this admirable poet, who has left a 
narration of the whole tmnsoction, of most singular interest and curiosity, 
yet unpublished. The MSS. now in my possession, and which come from 
Mr. Bright's collection, con«st8 of seventy-eight closely-written folio pages. 
It is entitled "A Discourse of Witchcraft, as it was enacted in the family of 
Mr. Edward Fairfax, of FnyBtone, coun. Ebor, ie21." From page 78 to 
144 are a series of ninety-three most extraordinary and spirited sketches, 
made with the pen, of the witches, devils, monsters, and apparitions referred 
to in the narrative. 



Y 2 a. " Ma^er Hetfberr\ This was Thomas Hayber, or Heher, of 
Marton, in Craven, Esqaire, who was buried at Marton, 7 th February, 1633. 

He was tbe ancestor of Bishop Reginald Heher and the late Ricliard 
Heber, Esq. 

Y 3 a. "-The »aid lennet Pretton eomniinff to tourk the dead carpet, 
iJieg hied fresh bloud presentl^''\ On the popidar superatitJon of touching 
tlie corpse of a murdered person, as an ordeal or test for the discovery of 
the innocence or guilt of suspected murderers, the reader cannot better be 
referred than to the very learned and elaborate essay in Pitcaime'a Criminal 
Trialt, vol. iii. p. 182-189, Amongst the authors there quoted, Webster 
is omitted, who, (see Ditpltiyinp of tuppoted WiteAerafl, p, 304,) discusses 
the point at considerable length, and witb an earnest ond implicit faith 
singularly at variance with his enlightened scepticism in other matters. 
But there were regions of superstition ui which even this Sampson of logic 
became imbecile and powerless. The rationale of the bleeding of a mur- 
dered corpse at tlie touch of tho murderer is given by Sir Kenelm Digby 
with hia usual force and spirit ; 

To this csiiM, peracl venture, nuj bo redueed tho atrange offect which is fre- 
quently aeon in Eoglnnd, wtien, at th* apiiroach o/tht Murderer, iHt tUtin body 
tuddmli/ bUedtth afrtth. For cortaialy tho ^ali of them that aro trcnchGrouily 
murdered by aurprite, uie to lenue tlleir bodiei with eltrome unwillingnesa, and 
with vehement indignstioa againit them that forco thorn to >o unprovided and 
abhorred a puaage \ That Soul, then, to wreak its evil talent against the bated 
Murdvnir, and to draw a just and desired rovengc upon hia head, would do all it 
eui to nuuifest the Butlior of tlie fact I To tptak it cannot^for in itself it 
wantcth the organs of voico ; aud thoie it i> parted from sro Dow grown too heavy, 
and are too benummMl, for to pve motion onto : Yet some ohange it deiireth to 



NOTES. 



.0 vohement inelinntioD ti 



nod tberaforo U t 



make in the bodj, which it 

a|iteet for it to work apoa, 

GubtileBt and moet fluid parts (and conseqaentlj the most moTeablo 
Tliie can be nothing but Tiis blood, which then heing violently moved, 
ffvth out at Ihoae placfi wktre it findeth iitv*! 

In the two following Scotch coscb of witchcraft, this test v 
The first was that of 

MiRiouN Peebles,' alto* Pardone, apouie to Swiuie, in Hildiairick, who wbi, 
on March 22, 1644, sentenced to be strangled at a state, and burnt to aahee, at Utt 
Hill D^fifrrtV, for WiTCQCRAiT and Hubdbr. Marion and ber husband having 
' ane doadlie and venefical malica in her heart' against Edtrard llalcra in Ovemro, 
and being determined 'to deatro; and put him down,' being 'transformed in tho 
Ijlmea of ane pellock-quhaill, (the Devill aban^ng her spirit, ciutiilk fled in tha 
Bams quhalU,') and the Bud Edward and other four individuals being in a fiabing- 
bont, coming from the Sea, at the Nortb-banks of Hitdiswick, ' on ane furmomiug, 
did cum under the said boat, and OTertumit her with ease, and drowned and 
dovoired thame in tha aey, right at the shore, when there wis na danger wtberwayia.' 
Tbo bodies of Hidcro and another of these hapless fishermen baring been found, 
Marion anil Sweuo 'wir sent for, and brought to see thame, and to laj thur hands 

on thame, dayis after said death and away-imsting, quhaire tbair bluid wu 

eranished and desolved, from over; natural cours or caus, shins, and run ; tbe Hid 

umquhill Edward hUd at tht eoUir-baia or nraig-ban; and tbe said >' **> 

tht hand and finger; giuhiixg out bluid Ihairat, to the great admiration of tha 
beholders — and revelation of the judgement of the Abn/tie ', And b; which lyk 
occasionis and miraculous works of God, made manifest in Murders and the Mniv 
derers ; whereby, he man; frequent ocoasiones brought to light, and the Murderers^ 
be the said proof brought to judgment, conuict and condemned, not onl; in thii 
Kingdom, also this countrie, hut lykwayis in maist fornn Cbristiane Kingdomis; 
and be so manio frequent prevedentis and practising of and tuitcbing Murderii and 
Iilurdereris, notourlie Imawn : So, the forsaid Murder and Witehcraft of the saidi* 
persons, with tho rest of their companions, through your said Husband's deed, art 
part, rad,> and counsall, is manifest and olcir to all, not onlio through and b; tha 
foirsaid prccedentin of your malice, wicked and malishos* practises, by Witchomfk 
Confessionis, and Declarationis of the said umquill Janet, Fraser, Witch, rerealri 
to her, as said is, and quba wis desyrit by him to concur and assist with you to the 
doing thereof; but lyliwaya br tht declaration and rtvelalion of the jutliet a»(l 
judgrmealiii of God, throtigh Uu laid tetaing of bluid from £As hodiet !' &c. 

A similar and very remarkable instance is related in the following Triall i In tha 
Dittay of Cbsibtian Wilson, alias lh» Lanthorae} accused of Murder, Witob- 
oraft, &«., (which is founded upon the examinations of James Wilson, Abiahan 

' Sec Dr. Hibberfs " History of Orkney." Src, to which this rcnmrkabic Trial is ap- 
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Maf lutilaii, WilUam Cricrhton, aaJ I''yfe and Gourga Eiskioi', A.l'. led befure l^ii' 
William Murray uf Ncwtoun, and otLer Commisaiunars, at Dalkeitli, Jun. 14, IGUl,) 
it ia atateil, tliat ' Ther being enimitie betuixt the eaid CliriBtiane and Alexandor 
Wilaone, her brother, and ehao lutviu; tiften tymoa tbreata«d him, at length, uboat 
7 or 8 monUiei since, altha' the said Aloxaudcr wm <ene that da; of his death, at 
throe houras aftemoone, in good health, walking about hie boNnoBso aud oOicp; 
jitt, at fjTS howrea in that same night, he waa fownd dead, Ifing^ in Lin owns 
bowse, naked aa he wa« borne, with hi<t face tome and rent, withont an; appearance 
of a spot of blood either wpon his bodie or neigh to it. And aUho' many of the 
neibourea in tbo touna (Uslkcith) eorae into hia howae to see the dead corpe, ;itt 
iboe newar ofl'crod to come, howbcit her dwelling waa nixt adjacent tliairto; nor 
bad shoe so marh aa any saiming greilt' for hia death. Bot the Minister and 
BaillifK.'* of the towns, taking great suepitione of her, in respect of her vairiiigc 
coniand it tliat abac ebowld be bnjwght in; bot wlicn shoe come, ahuo come trem- 
bling all the wa; to the bowse — bot tho^ refaimd to coma nigh the ciirts or to 
TUITCU it itaying, that shoe "aerir tuitelied a dead corpe in ber lyfe I" Bot beiog 
ameatlj desyred by the >finiater, Railliffea, and bir brother's friends who yiat 
killed, that ahoc wold " bot f nifrA th> corpft to/tiit," shoe grunted to doe it — but 
before shoe did it, tho Sono being shyning in at the bowae, aboe eiprest her selfe 
thus, humbly desyring, that " as the Lord made the Bone to ahyno and give light 
into that hawse, that alto Ai leald girt light to diicoritritig of thai iturdtr!" And 
with tbeM wordi, aboe TUiTCUSiNO the leound of thi dead man, airit viftlie, it 
being whyto and cleane, without any apot of Mod or the lyko 1 — yitt iusdiatlv, 
irhiU her Jingtrs v>ai wpon it, TBG Blood rcsued ovrt of it, to the great admira- 
tiuune' of all the behouldera, who tooko it for tligcorerU nf Ihe Munli-r, according 
to her owne prayers.— For ther was one great lumpe of flaah taken out of hia oheik, 
ao smowthlie, as no nuor in the world cowld have made ao ticht ane ineisioune, 
wpon lleah, or dieis — and ther we* no blood at all in the wownd — nor did it at all 
blend, altho' that many persones befor had tuitcbed it, whilF ahoe did tuitche it ! 
And tUs bowae boing searched all orcr, fur the shirt uf the dead man, yitt it cowld 

Uke the followiDg: " Wiltiamc Kichardsone, in Dalkeith, hailing felted ane hen of Ihe 
aaid Crislioncs with ane stone, and wpone her sight thereof did imediatly tbrsitne him. 
and with one frtiwncing countenance told him, that he 'ahould uewoi cast ane itlher 
stone t' And imcdiatly the said WiUiame fell into ane ftanicic and madnea, and tooko 
his bed. and newer roK agane, but died within a few dayes : And in the tymc or hia aick- 
nea, he always cryed awt, that the aaid Criatianc was present bcfor him, in the likeness 
or ane grey oatt ! And some lymc cAii his death, Jaues Richoidsone, nephew to the 
said Williame, being a boy playing in the said Criatiane hci yaird, and be calling her 
Lonthemc, shoe threalned, that, if he held not bis peace, shoe aowld nauac him to die 
the death hia nephew (uncle) died of !' Whairbj it would appcarc that ahos tooke wpon 
hir hia nepheas (uncle's) death." 

> Wonder; amazement. 'Until. That is, many prcTioiu trials had been made of olhtt 
peraons auspccled, or of those who were near neighbours, perhapa liiing at enmity with 
the deceased, who liad voluntarily ofleted themaelves to this solemn ordeal, or had been 
called upon ihua publiclj; (□ attest their Innocence nf hia hlood. 
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not 1)e found ; and altbo* the haw^o was full of )ieo))lD all tliat night, ei 
tho corpos ;' DBithiir did any uf tbDin tuiti'li him that nigbt ^ wUch ia probable' ~ 
yitt, in the morneing, his ahirt v/m fomid tjed fast abowt hie nacl:, aa a brochame,' 
non knowing how this como to pass ! And tbis CriatiBo did inimodiBllie trauiport 
all her owns goods owt of her own howae into bar dowghter'a, purpoeing to t 
awa; — hot was therwpon approheadit and imprisoned.' — Piteairu't OrimtM 
Trialt, vol. iii. p. 134. 

Z a. " Jfaeier Lennard Li»ter."'\ Tbis Leonard Lister was llie brothet 
of Master Thomas Lifiter, for wliose murder Jennet Preston wns indicted ;[;l 
and married Ann, daugliter of Lol\us, of Covcrham Abbey, coun^ J 

of York. 

Z 2 a. '''■Sis Lords/lip commanded the lurie to obterue tlie parlii 
circumsfonces."] Tlie ju<!ge in tliis case was Althi 
have been more superstitious, bigotteJ, and narrow-minded tban his brother 
in commission, Bromley. Fenner, who tried the witches of Worbois, and 
Archer, before whom the trial of Julian Cox took place, are the only judges 
I can meet with, quite on a level with this learned baron io grovelling absur- 
dity, upon whom '"Jennet Preston would lay heavy at the time of his 
death," whether she had so lain upon Mr. Thomas Lister or not, if bigotry, 
habit, and custom did not render him seaicd and callous to conscience uuti 
pity. I 

Z 3 b. " Taix example by Hiit Gentlemen to proseetite these hellUh Furies 
to their enrf."] It is marvellous that Potts does not, like Delrio, recommend 
the ruck to be applied to witches 'Mn moderation, and according to the 
regulations of Pope Pius the Third, and so as not to cripple the criminal for 
life." Not that this learned Jesuit is much averse to simple dislocations 
occasioned by the rack. These, he thinks, cannot bo uvoidtd in the press 
of business. He is rather opposed, though in this he speaks doubtfully 
and with submission to authority, to those tortures which fracture the bones 
or htcerato the tendons. Verily, the Catholic and the Protestant author 
might have shaken hands ; they were, beyond dispute, pcene QemeUi. 

Z Sb ^^Posterities"] Master Potts, of the particulars of whose life ■ 
nothing id known, mode, as far as can be discovered, no further attempt to 
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iic<|uire tame in thi: flianicter of on uuthor. No subject so mteresting 
probably again occuired, ok that wbicb had diversified bis legal pursuits 
" in his lodgings in Cliancory-Iane," from tbe pleasing recollections asso> 
ciatud «itb his Summer Circuit of 1812, He was not, however, the only 
person of tlie name of Pott, or Potts, who distinguished himself in the field 
of Witchcraft, The author of the following tract, in ray possession, might 
have garnished it with Tarious flon'ere from the work now reprinted, if 
be bad been aware of such a repository ; " Pott (Job. Henr,) De nefanJo 
Lamiarum cum Diabolo coitu." 4to, Lond. 1689. The other celebrated 
cases of supposed witchcmfl occurring in the county of Lancaster, besides 
those connected with the foregomg republication, ore, the extraordinary 
one of Ferdinand, Earl of Derby, wbo died at Latham in 1594, for which 
the reader is referred to Camden's Annal* of EU^iabeth, years 1593, 
1394; Kennet, 2, 574, 580; or 'P&imaa-Cn Tour from Damning Ui AUton 
Moor, p, 29 ; — tbe cose of Edmund Hartley, hanged at Lancaster in 
1597, for bewitching some members of the family of Mr. Starkte, of 
Cleworth, which will be fully considered in the proposed republication of 
the Chetham Society, which gives the history of that event ; — and lastly, 
that of a person of the name of Utiey, (Whitaker, p, 528 ; Baines, vol, i, 
p. 604,) who was hanged at Lancaster about 1630, for having bewitched to 
death lUchard, the son of Ralph Asshcton, Esq., Lord of Middleton, of 
whoHC trial, unfortunately, no report is in cxistctice, Webster also men- 
tions [two supposed witches as having been put to death at Lancaster, 
within eighteen years before bis Displayinff of suppoted Witchcrafi was 
published j and which occurrence, not referred to by any other hiiitorian, 
rotist therefore have token place about the year 1654. 
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Scboles. Thomas Seddon, High Bank, near Mniivhei>ter 

Scbuater, Leo, Weaale. near Mancbeitw 

Sharp. Jobn. Laucoatot 

Sharp. Robert C. Btsnnll Hall. Cbeahire 

Sharp, Thomas B., Manchester 

Sharp, William, Lancaster 



LIST OF jMEMBERS. 



Sharp, William, London 
Simms, Charles S., Manchester 
Simms, Ctoorge, Manchester 
Skaife, John, Blackburn 
Skelmersdale, The Lord, Lathom House 
Smith, Rev. Jeremiah, D.D., Leamington 
Smith, Junius, Strangeways Hall, Manchester 
Smith, J. R, Old Compton-street, London 
Sowler, R. S., Manchester 
Sowler, Thomas, Manchester 
Spear, John, Manchester 
Standish, W. J., Duxbury Hall, Chorley 
Stanley, The Lord, Knowsley 
Sudlow, John, Jun., Manchester 

Swain, Charles, M.R.S.L, Cheetwood Priory, near Man- 
chester. 
Swanwick, Josh. W., Hollins Vale, Bury, Lancashire 

Tabley, The Lord De, Tabley, Cheshire 
Tatterihall, ReT. Thomas, D.D., Liverpool 
Tatton, Thos., Withonshaw, Cheshire 
Tayler, Rev. John James, B.A., Manchester 
Taylor, Thomas Frederick, Wigan 
Teale, Josh., Salford 
Thomson, James, Manchester 
Thorley, George, Manchester 
Thorpe, Robert, Manchester 
Tobin, Rey. John, M.A., Liscard, Cheshire 
Townend, John, Polygon, Manchester 
Townend, Thomas, Polygon, Manchester 



Tumbull, W. B., D.D., Edinburgh 

Turner, Samuel, F.RS, F.S.A., F.O.8., LiT«rpooI 

Turner, Thomas, Manchester 

y itre, Edward Denis De, M.D., Lancaster 

Walker, John, Weaste, near Manchester 

Walker, Samuel, Prospect Hill, Pendleton 

Wanklyn, J. B., Salford 

Wanklyn, James H., Crumpsall House, near Mancbester 

Warburton, R E. E., Arley Hall, near Northwich 

Ware, Samuel Hibbert, M.D., F.RS.E, Edinburgh 

Wareing, Ralph, Mandiester 

Westhead, Joshua P., Manchester 

Whitehead, James, Manchester 

Whitelegg, Rot. William, M.A., Hulme, near Manchester 

Whitmore, Edward, Jun., Manchester 

Whitmore, Henry, Manchester 

Wilson, William James, Manchester 

Wilton, The Earl of, Heaton House 

Winter, Gilbert, Stocks, near Manchester 

Worthington, Edward, Manchester 

Wray, Rev. Cecil Daniel, M.A., Canon of Manchester 

Wright, Rev. Henry, M.A., Mottram, St Andrew**, near 

Macclesfield 
Wroe, Thomas, Manchester 

Yates, Joseph B., West Dingle, Liverpool 
Yates, Richard, Manchester 



WORKS PUBLISHED BY THE CHETHAM SOCIETY FOR 

THE YEAR 1843. 

Brereton's TrayeU. 

The Lancashire Civil War Tracts. 

Chester's Triumph in Honor of her Prince. 



WORKS IN THE PRESS. 

Pott's Discoyery of Witches in the County of Lancaster, from the edition of 1613. 

The Life of the Rey. Adam Martindale, Vicar of Rostheme, in Cheshire, from the MS. in 
the British Museum. (4239 Ascough's Catalogue.) 

Dee's Compendious Rehearsal, and other Autobiographical Tracts, not included in the recent 
Publication of the Camden Society edited by Mr. Ilalliwell, with his Collected correspondence. 

Iter Lancastrcnse, by Dr. Richard James ; an English Poem, written in 1636, containing a 
Metrical Account of some of the Principal Families and Mansions in Lancashire ; from the 
unpublished^MS. in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 



WORKS SUGGESTED FOR PUBLICATION. 

Selections from the Unpublished Correspondence of the Rey. John Whittaker, Author 
of the History of Manchester, and other Works. 

More's (George) Discourse concerning the Possession and Dispossession of Seyen Persons in 
one Family in Lancashire, from a Manuscript formerly belonging to Thoresby, and which giyea 
a much fuller Account of that Transaction than the Printed Tract of 1600 ; with a Biblio- 
graphical and Critical Reyiew of the Tracts in the Darrel Controyersy. 

A Selection of the most Curious Papers and Tracts relating to the Pretender's Stay in 
Manchester in 1745, in Print and Manuscript. 

Proceedings of the Presbyterian Classis of Manchester and the Neighbourhood, from 1646 to 
1660, from an Unpublished Manuscript. 

Catalogue of the Alchemical Library of John Webster, of Clitheroe, from a Manuscript in 
the Rey. T. Corser's possession ; with a fuller Life of him, and List of his Works, than has yet 
appeared. 

Correspondence between Samuel Ilartlib (the Friend of Milton), and Dr. Worthington, 
of Jeios College, Cambridge (a native of Manchester), from 1655 to 1661, on various Literary 
Subjects. 

" Antiquities concerning Cheshire," by Randall MinshuU, written A.D. 1591, from a MS. in 
tho GK)agh Collection. 

Register of the Lancaster Priory, from a MS. (No. 3764) in the Harleian Collection. 
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Selectioiu from the Viiitationi of I^DCuhire in 1633, 1567,uid 1613, in the Herald's Collrf^, 
Britiih MaMam, Bodleikn, and Ctiui College Ubnriei. 

Selections fWim Dodnirorth'B MSS. in the Bodleian Libnrj, Buidal Holmes's Collections for 
l^acaihire and Cheshire (.MSS. Harleian), and Wartiurton's CoUectione for Cheshire (MSS. 
LMudown). 

Annates Cestrienses, or Chronicle of St. 'Werbarj^h, from the MS. in the British Mnseum. 

A Reprint of Heni; Biadshair'a Life and Hiitorj of St. Werhnrgb, from the vei; rare 4to. 
of .1931, printed by Pj-nion. 

The Letters and Correspondence of Sir William Breretan, from the original MSS., in 5 toU. 
folio, in the British Moseuin. 

A Poem, h; Laurence Bostock, on th« subject of the Saxon and Norman Earla of Cheater. 

Bishop GutreU's Notitia Cestriensii, on the subject of the Ecclesiastical Antiquities of the 
IMoceae of Chester, from the original MS. 

Hiitory of the Earldom of Chatter, collected b? Archbishop Parker, entitled De Succea- 
rione Comituni Ceatris) a Hugone Lupo ad Johannem Scoticum, from the original MS. in Ben'el 
College Library, Cambridge. 

Volume of Fnneral Certificates of Lancashire and Cheshire. 

Volume of Early Lancashire and Cheshire VTilla. 

A Selection of Papers relating to the Rebellion of ITIS, including Clarke's Journal of the 
March of the Rebels from Carlisle to Preston. 

A Memoir of the Chetbam Family, fh>m origiinal documents. 

The Diary of the Rot. Henry Newcome, M.A., from the original MS, in the possession of 
hu dewendant, the Re*. Thomas N'ewcome, Itl.A., Rector of Shenley, Herts. 

Locianns Monaciu de lande Cestrie, a Latin .MS. of the 13th century, descriptive of the 
walls, gates,' Ac, of the City of Chester, formerly belonging to Thomas Allen, DD., and now in 
the Bodlnan Library, Oxford. 

Richard Robinson's Golden Mirrour, Blc. lett. 4to. Lond., 1S80. Containing Poems on the 
Etymology of the names of several Cheshire Families ; from the exceedingly rare copy formerly 
lu tho collection of Richard Heber, Esq., (see Cat. pt. iv. 2413,) and now in the British Sluseum. 

A volume of the early Ballad Poetry of Lancashire. 

The Concber Book of Wballey Abbey. 
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